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Dear OMEP-Canada members, 

This issue of the Newsletter gives me the 
opportunity to tell you about the OMEP 
summer, and to give you a taste of what 
our fall will be like. 

First of all, I am proud to announce that we 
finally have a renewed website, including 
an up-dated content, which is located on 
a new web hosting site allowing for regular 
updates. This is thanks to our webmaster, 
Mr. Gaetan Chouinard, whose generous 
and competent voluntary work made 
possible the construction of this new 
website. I invite you to visit it regularly at 
http://omep-canada.org 

For some of us, summer began with a 
journey to Ireland to participate in the 
OMEP world meetings, July 1 to 5. I took 
part in the World Assembly, as OMEP-
Canada representative, together with 
Christiane Bourdages-Simpson and Hélène 
Larouche, as observers. The following days, 
I participated with Christiane, Hélène and 
many other Canadian members to the 
Children’s Cultural Worlds Conference. 
Together with two OMEP-France 
colleagues, Hélène had organized a 
francophone symposium, of which 
Christiane was a part. Hélène also 
presented a workshop in collaboration with 
Louise Nolin and the student Stéphanie 
Lambert. Judith Colbert, Krasimira Marinova 
and Patricia Tarr made oral presentations 
whereas Joyce Waddell-Townsend and 
myself presented a poster. My project 
illustrated our Opitciwan toy library 
initiative. We therefore had a good active 
delegation participating in this event 
featured by rich keynotes content, 
excellent organization, and warm welcome 
of the steering committee. Our thanks and 
congratulations go to OMEP-Ireland, which 
was hosting us on the beautiful campus of 
the Cork University College. 

According to a recent tradition, the World 
Assembly adopted a Declaration 
recognizing the 25th anniversary of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child and 

Our President’s column 
 calling “upon the world community, and 

especially its leaders, to make early 
childhood an unambiguous priority in both 
policy and practice and to vigorously 
protect and promote the rights of all young 
children, their parents, their teachers and 
caregivers, and the institutions that serve 
them at the local, state, and global levels.” 
In this spirit, the Assembly also re-
conducted its action to have early 
childhood development among the post-
2015 sustainable development goals soon 
to be adopted by the UN. A short paper 
has been posted on our website and 
Facebook account as a follow-up. 

The World Assembly also adopted a 
proposal to have OMEP celebrate four 
recognized International Days, i.e. 
September 21, International Day of Peace, 
October 15, Global Hand Washing Day, 
November 20, Universal Children’s Day, and 
May 28, World Play Day. Except for 
September 21, OMEP-Canada already 
highlights these days one way or the other. 
We will therefore keep doing it, and we 
have also posted a message on Facebook 
for the International Day of Peace. Let’s 
remember that education for peace has 
been a central topic of our work in the 
years 2003-2006, and many of our 
publications are related, including our 
always available children’s book Voyage 
au pays des mots-cadeaux. The Global 
Hand Washing Day will be mentioned 
again elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

Finally, the World Assembly elected Judith 
Wagner for a second three-year term as 
our Vice-President for North America and 
the Caribbean, and Abimbola Are as the 
Vice-President for Africa. Heartfelt 
congratulations to both of them. The 
Assembly also elected nine new honorary 
members, including myself, following a 
proposal by our Board members. A 
presentation by OMEP-USA, sponsor of the 
2015 meetings, concluded the World 
Assembly (see Events). 
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 http://www.omep-
usa.org/media/uploads/2014/06/19/files/OMEP_2015.pdf 

In addition to a phenomenal line-up of keynote speakers 
and parallel sessions, this conference will offer a variety of 
educational tours and sightseeing opportunities. 

Conference planners are expecting more than 1,000 
participants from all five OMEP regions: Africa, Asia-
Pacific, Europe, and Latin America, and our own North 
American and Caribbean region. Therefore, early 
registration for the conference and accommodations is 
highly recommended. 

The conference planning committee is led by three 
remarkable, dedicated OMEP members: Jean Simpson, 
president of OMEP-USA; Edna Ranck, a former OMEP-USA 
president; and Barbara Ferguson Kamara. They are 
working closely with a large and enthusiastic group from 
representing all eight regions of OMEP-USA. 

It would be wonderful to have a huge contingent from 
OMEP-Canada with us at the conference in July.  We’d 
love to show you the White House, the U.S. Capitol 
Building, the beautiful Potomac River, the renowned 
Smithsonian Museums, and so much more in our beautiful 
capital city. 

We are all “over the moon” about the conference that is 
taking shape.  Please join us. 

Judith T. Wagner 
Deputy President, World OMEP 

Vice President for North American and Caribbean 
 
 
 

Passing of Dr Mary J. Wright 
(1915-2014) 
 
We have learned with great sadness the passing of Dr 
Mary J. Wright in April. She was not only our oldest, but 
also one of our most remarkable members. 

Dr Wright, Professor Emerita at the University of Western 
Ontario, was a pioneer in child development and early 
childhood education in Canada. She started in 1946 as a 
university professor at Western University and obtained a 
Ph.D. in psychology from the University of Toronto in 1949. 
Her career was highlighted with many firsts: first woman 
director, and later, President of the Canadian 
Psychological Association; first woman chair of a major 
psychology department in Canada; first Honorary 
President of the Canadian Psychological Association, and 
first director of the University Laboratory School at the 
University of Western Ontario that she established after 
many attempts, and is now named after her. The purpose 
of the Mary J. Wright University Laboratory School was to 
do child development research and teaching 
demonstrations as well as to try out experimental teaching 
methods. The philosophy of the school guided by the work 
of Blatz, Kohlberg, and Piaget, among others, was in the 

OMEP-Canada returned to work on September 4 with a 
Board meeting mainly dedicated to preparation of the 
November 20th General meeting and Dinner Conference, 
the consultation on a special resolution, and on 
modifications to bring to our Constitution. I am grateful to 
all who sent us in their vote, and I hope to see many of 
you on November 20. Bring with you people you wish to 
know us better! We will warmly welcome them. 

Until then, have a nice autumn! 

Madeleine Baillargeon, 
omep-canada@videotron.ca 

 

 

•The Vice President for North America 
and the Caribbean’s Column 
 
Exciting News from OMEP-USA 

Warmest greetings to all OMEP-Canada members.  I truly 
appreciate the opportunity to contribute to your 
newsletter. I am so excited to share with you the plans for 
67th OMEP World Assembly and International Conference 
to be held July 27 to August 1, 2015 in – drum roll—
Washington D.C.!   

The conference, entitled Early Childhood Pathways to 
Sustainability, will be held at the famous Omni Shoreham 
Hotel, with easy public transportation to the heart of the 
nation’s capital city.  The conference sub-themes are  

1. A Highly Effective Workforce  
2. Comprehensive, Engaging, Play-based Curriculum 

Models  
3. STEAM Education (Science, Technology/Media, 

Engineering, Art & Mathematics)  
4. Facility Design and Responsive Classrooms  
5. Systems of Comprehensive Health and Wellness  
6. Family Engagement, Cultural and Linguistic 

Diversity  
7. Systems Building, Partnerships, Financing, 

Advocacy and Public Policy  
8. Peace Education and Environmental Stewardship  
9. Sensible Assessment:  Teachers, Environments, 

Children 
10. Children’s Rights 

You can find the main conference website at  
 http://www.omep-usa.org/worldconference2015/ 

The deadline for proposals is January 9, 2015.  There’s an 
easy on-line submission process for individual papers, self-
organized symposia, posters, short paper presentations for 
post-graduate presenters, an workshops.  The portal for 
creating a long-in and submitting proposals can be found 
at 
 http://omep2015.exordo.com/login 

The full PDF version of the conference brochure can be 
found at 
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avant-garde from the beginning, and is still up-to-date 
today. 

Dr Wright was highly committed to her field, and she 
contributed largely to the recognition of the importance 
of high-quality training for early childhood teachers and 
promoted the well-being of young children. Among the 
many awards she received, she was named OMEP 
honorary member in 2013. 

Our condolences go to her family and her many 
colleagues and friends. 

Madeleine Baillargeon 
 

 

 
(Photo courtesy of Western News) 
 
 
 

News… 
 

…from Ontario 

 
You are invited to visit the web site www.FousDeLire.ca  
where you can read:  

FousDeLire offers teachers a collection of more than 900 
literary works selected depending on their 
representativeness of the francophone diversity in minority 
communities at pan-Canadian and international scale.  

For the purpose of aiding the student learning the French 
language, identity-building and pleasure to read, each 
book is presented by study year to correspond to the 
particular profile of students of all school ages.  

FousDeLire assists you in caring for your students in matters 
of literacy.  

Project managed by the Leadership and Evaluation 
Center Inc. and financed by the Ontario Ministry of 
Education.  

Hélène Pouliot-Cleare 
Ontario Representative 

 

The Aboriginal Summer Literacy Camps 

The Aboriginal Summer Literacy Camps are an integral 
part of Frontier College’s programming, and are now 
moving into their eighth year of operations. The past year, 
84 communities and 5,800 children participated in this 
opportunity, which provides literacy activities, crafts, field 
trips, games and more to keep kids engaged and 
entertained. Summer reading loss is detrimental to kids 
who don’t have the resources to read over the summer, 
and Frontier College’s camps prepare children for the 
upcoming school year and for a lifelong love of reading. 
A survey done in 2013 revealed that 99% of parents would 
send their child back to camp again. 

One of the keys to raising literacy levels is having books in 
the home, and last year Frontier College distributed more 
than 27,000 books to participants for them to keep and 
share with their families. For many of the participants, 
these are the first books they’ve ever owned. With books 
at home, reading becomes a part of daily life, which is the 
ultimate success for everyone involved. 

Abby Robins 
Director of Communications 

Frontier College 
www.frontiercollege.ca 

 

 
 
 
 

… from the Prairies 
 
News about our new member's initiative 

Healthy Start Proudly Presents: Our New Website 
 

Saskatoon, Wednesday, March 19, 2014 – The Réseau 
Santé en français de la Saskatchewan (Saskatchewan 
Network for Health Services in French) and the Healthy 
Start team would like to announce the launch of their new 
website. 

The website, designed by Kevin Pryce of LIME 
Communications, in Saskatoon, offers a one-stop-shop of 
exciting tools and features to further promote healthy 
eating and physical activity in the early years for childcare 
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centres, pre-kindergarten classes, educators and 
teachers. The new website also includes a number of key 
features like a comprehensive collection of easily 
accessible resources and weblinks to promote healthier 
and active kids, quick access to our monthly newsletters 
the Healthy Start Sampler, featured stories of how Healthy 
Start has already been successfully adapted in childcare 
centres in Saskatchewan and New Brunswick, and much 
more!  

Please visit the website at www.healthystartkids.ca 
Healthy Start is a bilingual initiative developed in 
Saskatchewan that increases healthy eating and physical 
activity opportunities in early learning environments. 
Healthy Start is spear-headed by a partnership of 
organisations (from Saskatchewan and New Brunswick) 
led by the Réseau Santé en français de la Saskatchewan 
(Saskatchewan Network for Health Services in French) and 
funded by the Public Health Agency of Canada. 
The Réseau santé en français de la Saskatchewan (RSFS)  
is a provincial network which works towards a favourable 
environment in which Francophones in Saskatchewan are 
able to seek and receive health services in French. 
Contacts: 
Mélissa Bouffard      
rsfs.bouffard@sasktel.net 
Jeff Graham 
rsfs.graham@sasktel.net 

 
Liliana Sulikowska-Klebec 

Prairie Representative 
 
The Manitoba government is announcing details of the 
Family Choices Building Fund as part of the recently 
launched five-year plan to create more high-quality child 
care for families across the province said the Family 
Services Minister. 

Read more on the website: http://childcare.org 
 
 
 
…from Newfoundland and Labrador 
 
Creation of the new Department of Education and Early 
Childhood Development 
 
Read more on the website: http://childcare.org 
 
 

Events 
 
September 21, 2014 
International Day of Peace 

Each year on this day we celebrate the International Day 
of Peace to strengthen the idea of peace within nations 
and among people.  

Information: www.un.org/en/ 

October 15, 2014 
Global Hand Washing Day 

The project is within the wider context of the project Wash 
from the start, which is managed by OMEP and UNICEF.  

Information: http://www.worldomep.org/en/wash-from-
the-start/ or www.globalhandwashingday.org 

November 5-8, 2014, Dallas, Texas, USA 
National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC) annual conference. 

Information : www.naeyc.org/conference/ 

November 10-12, 2014, London, UK 
London International Conference on Education 

Information: www.liceducation.org 

November 13, 2014, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
Research, evidence and policy: Mobilizing Knowledge 

A one-day early childhood education and child care 
research conference. 

Information: childcare2020.ca 

November 13-15, 2014, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada 
Childcare 2020: from vision to action Canada’s Fourth 
National Child Care Policy Conference 

Information and registration : childcare2020.ca 

November 20, 2014, Boucherville, Quebec, Canada 
OMEP-Canada’s General meeting and Making Learning 
Visible dinner conference, with Sheryl Smith Gilman, 
speaker. 

Information : omep-canada@videotron.ca 

November 21-22, 2014, Boucherville, Quebec, Canada 
Prendre le temps...Association d’éducation préscolaire du 
Québec (AÉPQ) conference. 

Information : www.aepq.ca/congres/ 

February 20-21, 2015, Vancouver, B. C., Canada 
Provoking Curriculum Studies Conference 

Information: www.csse-scee.ca 

May 25-29, 2015, Rimouski, Québec, Canada 
ACFAS Conference 

Information: www.acfas.ca 

June 17-19, 2015, Halifax, N.S., Canada 
Pathways to Resilience III: Beyond Nature vs. Nature 

Information: rrc@dal.ca 

Call for paper deadline: November 15 

July 27-August 1, 2015, Washington, D.C. USA 
Omep World Assembly (July 27-28) and Early Childhood 
Pathways to Sustainability conference (July 30-August 1). 
EduTours to early childhood programs, July 29. 

Deadlines: 
Call for papers: January 9, 2015 

Early registration: March 27, 2015       Regular registration: 
May 15, 2015 
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Information: 
http://www.omep-usa.org/worldconference2015/ 
 
 
 
From our bookshelf 
 
International Journal of Early Childhood, Vol. 46, No 1 
A special issue on national policies in a globalized world. 

International Journal of Early Childhood, Vol. 46, No 2 
The last voluminous number of the OMEP's magazine 
included nine articles written by authors from seven 
different countries, including Canada.  We found Relating 
Child Care During Infancy to Externalizing and Internalizing 
Behaviours in Toddlerhood: How Specific Features of Child 
Care Quality Matter Depending on a Child’s Gender and 
Temperament, where our member Caroline Bouchard 
was one of the three co-authors.  

Revue préscolaire, Vol. 52, No 1 / winter 2014 
Most part of the first number of 2014 of the Revue 
préscolaire is dedicated to the 2013 Congress of AÉPQ, En 
équilibre. You therefore find mainly texts of presentations 
at the congress and activities held on that occasion.  

Revue préscolaire, Vol. 52, No 2 / spring 2014 
This number is mainly devoted to papers on the four 
aspects of arts in preschool education, namely: art, 
dance, music and theatre.  

Revue préscolaire, Vol. 52, No 3 / summer 2014 
Different points of view gathered from students, teachers, 
professors exploring the idea of what is "To be a preschool 
teacher in 2014”.  

Lévesque, Jean-Yves, Alain Castonguay, Ludovic 
Decoret, Raymonde Simard and Jean-Marie Bouchard, 
« L’expérience de la municipalité de Rimouski-Neigette 
pour favoriser la réussite de l’entrés scolaire des enfants: 
une réalisation du dispositif COSMOSS » [The experience of 
Rimouski-Neigette municipality favouring the successful 
start of school of children: an accomplishment of the 
COSMOSS project], in La Revue Internationale de 
l’Éducation Familiale, No 34 on the Des cités de 
l’éducation. Une synergie politique, scientifique et 
sociopédagogique, where Courtois, J.-P. and Huguette 
Desmet (2013) are the coordinators. 

In the paper, several experiences and research-actions 
are presented, showing how the political, socio-
pedagogical and scientific spheres are structured to 
achieve a common goal: co-educate, meaning devise 
education like a shared preoccupation.  

Judith Colbert has just published a new book that will be 
of interest to people in the education and healthcare 
fields who work with children and families. Beginning with 
definitions of health, Child Health Across Cultures: The 
Health, Well-Being and Special Needs of Children from 
Diverse Cultural Backgrounds tracks universal patterns for 
understanding health issues within social contexts 
organized to support either individualistic or collectivistic 

perspectives, and provides insights into the most 
appropriate responses to children and parents from non-
Western cultures. It includes chapters on prevention and 
intervention, and ideas about dis/abilities. The book 
relates to cultures, world-wide, including indigenous or 
aboriginal cultures, and one chapter in particular is 
devoted to health issues associated with migration and 
settlement. The book closes by recommending processes 
and practices for identifying and responding to threats to 
the health and wellness of children from diverse cultures.  

Child Health Across Cultures is directed to teachers of 
children from early childhood through elementary years, 
but it is of relevance to all professionals working to 
strengthen the health of children and families with diverse 
backgrounds. Early childhood consultant, Edna Ranck 
calls it “a much-needed contribution to early childhood 
education,” while family physician, Francesco Anello, says 
that its discussion of health beliefs and practices and 
cultural systems “would be helpful to anyone in the 
healthcare field working with children and families.” 

Like Judith's other books, Child Health Across Cultures is 
available in hard copy from Volumes by calling 1-888-571-
2665 or on-line at www.volumesdirect.com, and from 
www.chapters.ca andwww.amazon.com. It can also be 
purchased as an e-book from 
www.campusebookstore.com.  

 

From the bookshelf of early childhood 
The Quebec Institute of Statistics published in From the 
bookshelf of early childhood new data on children of 0-5 
years from the survey Family violence in the lives of the 
children of Quebec, 2012.  These statistics concern the 
exposure of children to violence between spouses and 
parental behaviour with violent character.  

Last June, the data of the Quebec Survey on child 
development in kindergarten in 2012 have been added to 
the From the bookshelf of early childhood; among these 
were new statistics about fine and global motor skills 
development of children in kindergarten.  

The From the bookshelf of early childhood (0-5 years) 
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OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in January, June and 
October. We expect your news by Mid-January for the next 
issue. Please send them preferably by e-mail to:  
Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and in c.c. to  
omep-canada@videotron.ca 

Thank you to Gabriella Vitos for English translations and 
revisions, to Madeleine Baillargeon for her important 
collaboration to the preparation of this issue. Thanks to Mylène 
Gauthier for the page-setting. 

Denise Doyon, chair of the Newsletter Committee. 
 
OMEP-Canada’s mailing address: 
390 Grande Allée ouest, app. 27 
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6 
E-mail: omep-canada@videotron.ca 

Websites: 
OMEP: www.omep.org.gu.se (English, French, Spanish) 
OMEP-Canada: www.omep-canada.org 
Facebook (French) : 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADA-
Organisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducation-Préscolaire/16311904 
 

shows work made possible thanks to the Lucie and Andre 
Chagnon Foundation.  You can access this information by 
going to the site of the From the bookshelf of early 
childhood:  
http://www.bdso.gouv.qc.ca/docs-
ken/flex/ken_tbl_bord_0003/tbl_bord_index.html 
 
 
Poitras, M. and M.-H. Gagné (2014). « Décider de signaler 
la maltraitance envers les enfants de groupes culturels 
minoritaires à la protection de la jeunesse: expérience du 
personnel enseignant et non-enseignant » [Decide to 
signal to Youth Protection the maltreatment of children 
belonging to cultural minorities: experience of teaching 
and non-teaching personnel]. Collection Phare, number 
16, Winter, JEFFAR research center of Laval University. 

 

 


