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Dear members, 

As you noticed during the last months, early childhood is often mentioned in the daily 
public news and activities.  It shows that discussions and every day about the wellbeing 
and education of young children is being taken seriously.   

In this perspective, OMEP has participated in many activities such as the public 
consultations on the educational success policy and forums on the Quebec’s 
commission on early childhood education. To this day, the policy as yet to be 
announced.  As for the commission, its report mentions many recommendations.  Last 
May, a Summit on early childhood took place, and OMEP-Canada participated as 
partner.  Thank you to Madeleine Baillargeon for her implication in writing a brief and for 
representing us at the Summit. See her paper below.  

Croatia 

From June 18 to 23 I will proudly represent the Canadian committee of OMEP at the 69th 
OMEP world Assembly in Croatia.  I am proud to announce that our members’ 
participation will be important.   

Johanne Lehrer from Université du Québec en Outaouais (UQO) will be a keynote 
speaker.  Also, 15 members responded to my invitation to participate in the Symposium 
called «Recherches, pratiques et orientations mises en place par le Canada, la France et 
le Japon ainsi que les recommandations de l’UNESCO».  These presentations, in French, 
will allow the participants to take notice of the extant of the preoccupations and the 
work being done in regard of the different actions taking place in Canada.  Members 
from France and Japan will join us to illustrate how to support the foundations for a 
sustainable future in relationship with early childhood. The training of adults 
accompanying those children will also be discussed. 

Concrete paths and solutions issued from research, studies and practices will be 
presented in the optic of developing strategies which will allow young children to access 
quality inclusive early childhood education, and all that in a fair society for a sustainable 
future. 

OMEP representatives to UNESCO will present a synthesis of the 2016 activities and 
orientations in terms of education in order to achieve goal 4 of UN-UNESCO (2015-2030) 
Sustainable Development Goals : quality education. 

Haiti 

Last February during a family stay in Port-au-Prince in Haiti, I had the privilege to 
participate in a meeting of the OMEP Haiti board members as well as the newly elected 
president, Dominique Hudicourt.  I wish to thank them for their warm welcome and 
especially the very fulfilling discussion we had.   

It is during the Carnival that we shared a meal and «braided ribbons» with adults and 
children.  In the Haitian tradition, it consists in circling around a pole with coloured 
ribbons in hand.  To the rhythm of the music, we had to dance our way over and under 
the next person’s ribbon, and at the end find a spectacular pole braided with all colours.  
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date for the General assembly to take place in 
Sherbrooke, Quebec. A dinner will follow and a key note 
conference by Catherine Lanaris, Ph. D. and Johanne 
April, Ph. D. full professors at département des sciences de 
l’éducation, Université du Québec en Outaouais, Saint-
Jérôme campus.  

Entitled «Devenir auteur de sa pratique et définir son 
identité professionnelle : le rôle de la réflexivité», the 
presentation will present dimensions  of professional 
identity development, related to the exercise of authority, 
a core element of the professional identity of adults 
working with young children. Therefore all adults working 
with young children are kindly invited. You may find all 
information on the OMEP-Canada website http://omep-
canada.org 

Finally, I wish all members and friends of OMEP an 
exceptional summer! 

Christiane Bourdages Simpson 
President, OMEP Canada 

Christianebsimpson@gmail.com 

In the back : Karine Charlier (immediate past president), Annie Vixamar (vice-
president), Larissa Chapoteau (secretary), Christiane Bourdages Simpson (OMEP-

Canada president), Dominique Hudicourt (OMEP-Haiti president), Carline Emmanuel. In 
the front : Marie-Denise Arnoual, Chrismie Sainvil (Committee members). 

A second album for one of our members. 

In Joliette on March 5th 2017, I had the pleasure to assist 
to the public launching of the second book of  Janie-
Claude St-Yves, OMEP-Canada member, titled Que faire 
avec mon stress? Comment débloquer un cerveau 
traqué.   It follows the first one « Que faire avec ma peur » 
witch was intended for parents of a 4 to 12 years old living 
with stress or anxiety. More than just stories those books are 
simple, friendly and efficient tools. Their only goal is to help 
children, parents and practitioners. Both albums are 
available on the Ma boutique scolaire site. 

x Que faire avec ma peur : 
https://maboutiquescolaire.ca/janie-clown-que-faire-
avec-ma-peur-pour-enfants-de-4-a-12-ans.html  

x Que faire avec mon stress : 
https://maboutiquescolaire.ca/janie-clown-que-faire-
avec-mon-stress-pour-enfants-de-4-a-12-ans.html  

Charles Barbeau, Christiane Bourdages Simpson and Janie-Claude St-Yves 

General assembly and fall activities 

I invite you to add to your calendar the November 2nd 

The Vice-President for North America 
and the Caribbean’s Column 

2017 World Assembly and Conference:  The 69th OMEP 
World Assembly and Conference in Croatia is just around 
the corner.  Forty-six countries from around the world will 
be represented at the World Assembly. OMEP-Canada’s 
World Assembly delegate and designed observers will 
have the opportunity to participate in working groups on 
several important topics, including 

x Supporting preparatory committees
x Increasing OMEP’s participation in global policy

making
x Recruitment of young professionals and university

students
x Strengthening OMEP’s financial picture
x Reviewing OMEPs official language policies and

practices
x Planning for OMEP’s 70th  anniversary in 2018 in

Prague
x The next world project

OMEP-Haiti and OMEP-Canada will be in a position to 
help us make good decisions about how to maintain the 
spirit and intentions of our organization’s founders while still 
finding ways to better manage the high costs of 
translations. 

World Assembly participants will also have the opportunity 
to help draft OMEP’s 2017 declaration on Higher 
Investments in Early Childhood Care and Education. We 
will also hold a Regional Meeting during the World 
Assembly. 

The conference begins on Wednesday, June 21 and 
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continues through Saturday, June 24. It includes an 
impressive line-up of keynote speakers, scores of 
interesting parallel sessions, and several social events. 

Congratulations to OMEP-Canada for a Successful 2016:  I 
have read OMEP-Canada’s submission to the OMEP 
Annual Report.  You have done an amazing job for our 
organization and for the children of Canada.  You may be 
a small committee, but your energy and commitment are 
demonstrated clearly by your many accomplishments in 
2016. 

Annual Report:  World OMEP’s Annual Report should be 
available on the World OMEP website soon after the World 
Assembly and Conference.  Be sure to take time to read it. 
You will be proud of how much progress our organization 
has made in recent years toward our goal of becoming a 
more visible and credible voice for the world’s children, 
especially since we achieved Special Consultative Status 
at the United Nations in 2014. 

Regional Vice President Election: The next Vice President 
for North America and Caribbean will be elected during 
the World Assembly on Monday afternoon, June 19.  Our 
region’s nominee is OMEP-Canada’s own Christiane 
Bourdages-Simpson.  We all wish Christiane the best of 
luck with the election.  (Though she is running unopposed, 
nominations can be made from the floor, so we do not 
want to count our chickens before they hatch.  Of course, 
we all expect that they will hatch on June 19!) 

Thank you for the Privilege:  As we look forward to the 
election of our next Regional Vice President, I want to 
thank you sincerely for the privilege of having served in 
this capacity for the last 6 years.  It has truly been an 
honor.  I look forward to working with the new VP from the 
day of the election until my term ends on December 31 to 
ensure a smooth transition. 

Judith T. Wagner, Ph.D. 
World OMEP Deputy President 

Vice President for North American and the Caribbean 
Region 

News… 
…from Quebec 

The Summit on Early Childhood Education is an initiative of 
the Association québécoise des centres de la petite 
enfance (AQCPE-Quebec Association of Early Childhood 
Centres) as well as the Commission on the same topic 
where OMEP-Canada presented a brief last fall. It was a 
democratic follow-up of the Commission’s report in which 
the public, the practitioners, the organizations, the civil 
society at large were all invited to participate. OMEP-
Canada was also invited to the Assemblée des 
partenaires (Partners Assembly), which consisted of 31 so 
called national organizations which had previously 
presented a brief to the Commission. As your 

representative, I was first consulted on the five principles 
concluding the Commission’s report (on our website), and 
the Board members had the opportunity to discuss them. 
Shortly before the Summit I received a preliminary version 
of a Declaration, which I submitted it to the Board 
members. 

During the Summit, I participated in a closed session, and 
was able to defend our points as well as the comments I 
had received. A final version of the Declaration was then 
developed. At the same time, workshops on the report’s 
principles were held during the Summit, and also 
contributed to the final version of the Declaration. I was 
able to submit it to the Board members in order to have 
their approval before signing it on behalf of our 
organization. 

The participants in the Assembly came from very different, 
if not opposite backgrounds. They came from the Conseil 
du patronat (Employers’ Council), Unions, the Commission 
for Youth Protection, many early childhood education 
professional associations, early childhood centres (public) 
as well as for profit, so called private, day care 
organizations. It was a risky exercise, therefore the 
consensus achieved is deemed an outstanding result. 

The quality of the Summit, both for the organization and 
the guest speakers, was also outstanding. Consequently, I 
was very proud to represent you and to contribute to 
allowing OMEP-Canada become known to the partners 
(including one of our member associations) and to the 
participants in general (including many of our members). 
The Summit webcast is available at: 
http://sommetdelapetiteenfance.evenement.agencewe
bdiffusion.com 

A summary video is also available at: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fi37DA9sF6A&featur
e=youtu.be 

I now urge you to sign the Declaration for recognition of 
all children’s right to quality educational services from 
birth onward, and invite those around you to do so. It is 
available both in French and English on our website. To 
sign it online: 

http://questionnaire.simplesondage.com/Engine/Default.
aspx?surveyID=015621cd-a636-4c0f-b2e6-
b58b9350bada&lang=FR 

To conclude, the Summit was a nice opportunity for 
networking and increasing visibility for OMEP-Canada. In 
this way it was successful.  

Madeleine Baillargeon,
Vice-president, OMEP-Canada 
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… from Ontario 

Judith Colbert continues to give presentations based on 
her work on behalf of immigrant and refugee children. In 
addition to her presentation at the North American 
Regional Conference in Atlanta, she spoke on meeting 
the needs of newcomer children at the Best Start 
Resource Centre Annual Conference in Toronto in 
February. At OMEP-USA’s events at NAEYC conference in 
Los Angeles in November, she presented a poster in 
relation to her latest book, Refugees: The Modern Context, 
and participated in an OMEP-USA FilMedia event with a 
presentation on supporting learning in an age of media. 
Continuing her work on the current refugee situation, she 
is speaking on resilience in refugees who have 
experienced trauma at the North American Refugee 
Health Conference in Toronto in June. Her e-modules 
based on her book Welcoming Newcomer Children 
continue to be available from the Early Years Professional 
Development Centre at www.ecedu.ca.  See 
www.welcomingchildren.ca for details. She is also 
planning to offer free access to a brief webinar based 
Refugees: The Modern Context at www.ecedu.ca. 

Judith Colbert 
OMEP-Canada’s member 

… from the Prairies 

In Saskatchewan as of now there are some highlights of 
the news in our province. 

 The Saskatchewan government is trying to tackle a $1.3-
billion deficit. The budget introduced last month plans to 
get that down to $685-million in the year ahead. The 
Saskatchewan School Boards Association has said per 
student funding on average is down almost $500 a 
student for the upcoming school year. Premier Brad Wall 
said in March that the government would cut 
compensation costs across the public sector by about 3.5 
per cent this year without reopening existing agreements 

One of the provincial budget’s most controversial cuts is 
being reversed. Just over a month after budget day, the 
education minister announced library funding is being 
restored Education Minister Don Morgan announced in a 
statement that it would restore funding back to 2016-17 
levels to ensure regional and municipal libraries, as well as 
interlibrary loans, could remain in operation. There were a 
lot of signed petitions not agreeing with this decision and 
this budget decision was reversed. Education Minister Don 
Morgan “There were many necessary, difficult decisions 
taken in this budget, however the reductions in library 
funding without giving the libraries the tools to meet the 
new challenge was a mistake.” 

Parents say Saskatchewan funding for autism is lagging 
behind other provinces. The funding is provided to health 
regions, which then deliver autism services through existing 
programs. Parents say Saskatchewan funding for autism is 

lagging behind other provinces – so much so, that some 
families are choosing to move elsewhere. One parent 
states that they only have so much staff, so much time, so 
much money allocated for these kids then the kids are put 
on a wait list receiving only several hours of behavioural 
therapy a week. 

Jodi Geddes 
Director, Kinder Kollege Inc. 

OMEP-Canada’s member 

… from OMEP Regional Conference, 
Atlanta, February 2017
OMEP’s first-ever North American and Caribbean Regional 
Conference was held in Atlanta, Georgia, February 20-22, 
2017. The Region includes, Canada, the Caribbean and 
the United States. Organized by OMEP-USA, under 
President Jean Simpson, I was pleased to represent OMEP-
Canada and bring greetings to participants at the 
opening session. Ghislaine Rochelin, past-president of 
OMEP-Haiti represented the Caribbean.    

The conference opened with a Welcoming Reception 
that included a light buffet supper and featured a tribute 
by Dr. James Young to the late Dr. Asa Hilliard, Jr. III, a 
Fuller E. Callaway Professor of Urban Education at Georgia 
State University, known for his work on the relationship 
between culture and geography and educational policy, 
including early childhood issues. Dr. Young was introduced 
by Dr. Hilliard’s widow, Patsy Jo. Music was provided by 
Lisa Gessner, a music teacher from North Carolina. 

Entitled, Sustainability at its Best: Case Studies from around 
the World, the conference included presentations on a 
wide-range of topics. They explored sustainability and 
early childhood issues from many national perspectives, 
including from Hungary, Jamaica, Ghana, Korea, Belize, 
Kenya, Haiti and Canada, as well as the United States. 

I shared my presentation time with Ghislaine Rochelin and, 
together, we presented a contrast in circumstances. In my 
presentation, “Promoting Sustainability through Child Care 
for Young Immigrants and Refugees,” I spoke about, 
Caring for Newcomer Children, Canada’s long-standing 
and well-organized program for providing child care to 
immigrant and refugee children while their parents are 
participating in federally-funded language and 
settlement services outside Quebec. The program, 
formerly known as LINC Childminding, is funded by 
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada. It 
originated in the 1980s to serve refugees from Viet Nam. I 
have been associated with it since 2000. In contrast, 
Ghislaine reminded us of the confusion and lack of child 
care services in Haiti following the destruction caused by 
the earthquake and more recently by hurricane Matthew. 

Later, in conversation, Ghislaine described the great need 
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for assistance and resources in her country, a message I 
have passed along to others in OMEP-Canada.  

Ghislaine Rochelin, past-president of OMEP-Haiti; Judith Colbert, representing OMEP-
Canada; Judith Wagner, World OMEP Deputy President and Vice-President for North 

America and the Caribbean; Jean Simpson, President, OMEP-USA 

The conference closed with a presentation by Judith 
Wagner, World OMEP Deputy President and Vice-
President for North America and the Caribbean, and 
more music from Lisa Gessner.  

Overall, the conference was a success – the hotel was 
great, the food was good, and there were many 
opportunities for networking and making new friends, from 
the opening reception to a closing champagne toast to 
the future. I am already looking forward to a second 
Regional Conference when I hope even more Canadian 
members can share in the North American experience.  

Closing champagne toast 

Judith Colbert 
OMEP-Canada’s member 

Events 

June 19 - 24, 2017, Opatija, Croatie 
69th OMEP World Assembly and International Conference  
Early Childhood Relationships as the Foundation for a 
sustainable future 
June 19, 2017, Regular registration deadline 
http://omep.hr/registration.html 

September 13 - 16, 2017, Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
20e International Play Association Triennal World 
Conference 
information: canada2017.ipaworld.org 

October 10 - 12, 2017, Quebec, Qc, Canada 
Colloque sur la persévérance et la réussite scolaire chez 
les premiers peuples 
Information: nikanite.uqac.ca 

November 2, 2017, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada 

Conference presented by OMEP-Canada, Delta hotel in 
Sherbrooke, in the evening. 

Becoming the author of one’s practice and defining one’s 
professional identity: the role of reflexivity. 

Catherine Lanaris, Ph. D. and Johanne April, Ph. D. 

Tenured Professors at the department of Educational 
Sciences, University of Québec at Outaouais, Saint-
Jérôme campus. 

In a professional context where society and governmental 
policies give different guidance and requirements with 
regards to education and teaching, it becomes 
increasingly more difficult for day care educators and 
kindergarten teachers to position themselves as 
professionals with clear and explicit aims with regards to 
exercising their role with young children. Between the 
imposed imperatives, and our personal aspirations, how 
can we define ourselves professionally while staying 
coherent with our values and convictions? 

The presentation will address the dimensions of the 
development of a professional identity by putting them in 
relation with the exercising of one’s authority, which 
according to researchers constitutes a central element of 
the professional identity of adults working with young 
children. After a brief presentation of the links between 
authority and professional identity, we will look at 
reflexivity and the accompanying measures that allow us 
to discover or rediscover who we are and who we would 
like to become professionally. This presentation will 
conclude with the integration of the educational 
approach in a developmental perspective and different 
types of authority practiced by adults. 

For more details as well as registration procedures, we 
would invite you to consult the OMEP-Canada web site: 
http://omep-canada.org 
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November 3 - 4, 2017, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada 
36e Congrès de l’Association d’éducation préscolaire du 
Québec sous le thème « Être présent…un pas à la fois » 
Information: aepq.ca 

Invitation aux enseignantes à l’éducation préscolaire et 
aux personnes intéressées par le développement des 
enfants de 4 à 6 ans  

Chères collègues,  
C’est avec plaisir que nous vous invitons à participer au 
36e Congrès de l’AÉPQ, «Être présent... un pas à la fois», les 
2, 3 et 4 novembre 2017, à Sherbrooke.  
Pour obtenir tous les détails, consultez le site Internet de 
l’AÉPQ (www.aepq.ca/congres).  
Dès le 21 août 2017, le programme sera disponble en 
version électronique. Les inscriptions débuteront à cette 
même date.  
En espérant vous compter des nôtres!  

Les membres du Comité organisateur du 36
e 

Congrès de 
l’Association d’éducation préscolaire du Québec (AÉPQ)  

November 15 - 18, 2017, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
2017 NAEYC Annual Conference 
information: www.naeyc.org/conference/ 

November 19 - 25, 2017, Quebec, Canada 
Grande semaine des tout-petits 
information: grandesemaine.com 

From our bookshelf 

Couturier, E. L. (2017). De gardienne d’enfant à 
éducatrice en garderie (Rapport no 02). Montréal, 
Québec: Institut de recherche et d’information 
scientifiques (IRIS). 
iris-recherche.qc.ca 

Rayna, Sylvie et Pascale Garnier (dir.) (2017). Transitions 
dans la petite enfance. Recherches en Europe et au 
Québec. Bruxelles: Peter Lang. 

Rayna, Sylvie, Tullia Musatti et Michel Vanderbroeck 
(2017). « Les lieux pour jeunes enfants et parents. 
Expériences internationales ». La revue internationale de 
l’éducation familiale, № 40. 

Child Development, May, June 2017, Volume 88, Issue 3 
onlinelibrary.wiley.com 

Childhood Education, Volume 93, Issue 3, 2017 
Celebrating 125 years 
www.tandfonline.com/toc/uced20/current 

Children Explorer, Spring 2017 
childhoodexplorer.org 

Children in Scotland - Issue 180, June - July 2017 
childreninscotland.org.uk 

Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood, Volume 18, Issue 
1, March 2017 
journals.sagepub.com 

Early Child Development and Care, Volume 187, 2017, 
Issue 7 
Men in kindergartens: work culture and gender 
tandfonline.com 

Early Childhood Education Journal, Volume 45, May 2017, 
Issue 3 
Early Childhood Education Journal, Volume 45, July 2017, 
Issue 4 
link.springer.com/journal/10643 

Early Years Bulletin, Spring 2017, vol 4, no 3 
acei.org 

European Early Childhood Education Research, Volume 
25, 2017, Issue 3 
tandfonline.com 

International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 49, 
Number 1, 2017 
 http://link.springer.com/search?query=international+journ
al+of+early+childhood 

Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, Volume 38, 
Issue 1, 2017 
www.tandfonline.com/toc/ujec20/current 

Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Volume 31, 
Number 2 
acei.org 

Le Furet No 85: La petite enfance SE MET AU VERT 
lefuret.org 

Monographs of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, June 2017, Volume 82, Issue 2 

onlinelibrary.wiley.com 

Revue préscolaire, Vol. 55, nº 2 / printemps 2017 

Dossier: L’éveil aux mathématiques: vers le 
développement d’une pensée complexe 
www.aepq.ca 
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OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in March, 
June and November. We expect your news by Mid-
September for the next issue. Please send them 
preferably by e-mail to: Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and 
in c.c. to omep-canada@videotron.ca 

Thank you to Nancy Green and Marie Jolicoeur for 
English translations and revisions, to Madeleine 
Baillargeon for her great collaboration to the 
preparation of this issue. Thanks to Ariane Simpson for 
the page-setting. 

Denise Doyon, chair of the Newsletter Committee. 

OMEP-Canada’s mailing address : 
390 Grande Allée ouest, app. 33 

Québec, QC, G1S 1B6 

E-mail: omep-canada@videotron.ca

Websites : 
World OMEP : http://www.worldomep.org  

(English, French, Spanish) 

OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org 

Facebook (French & English) : 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADA-
Organisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducation-
Préscolaire/16311904 

Revue suisse des sciences de l’éducation 38 (3) 2016 
Dossier sur la qualité de l’éducation. Contributions 
choisies. Congrès SSRE 2015. 
rsse.ch 

South African Journal of Childhood Education, 2017, Vol 7. 
№ 1 
sajce.co.za 

Young Children, May 2017 - Vol. 72, No. 2 
Young Minds: The Important Role of Brain Science 
www.naeyc.org/yc/currentissue 


