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The 67th World Assembly and Conference took place in Washington DC this summer on
the theme of “Early Childhood Pathways to Sustainability”. The participation of OMEPCanada allowed for interesting encounters as well opportunities for networking that are
essential for an organisation such as ours. Furthermore, Madeleine Baillargeon and I had
the opportunity to participate in discussions on the challenges facing early childhood
education around the world. During a symposium entitled “Early Childhood, Examples of
the Challenges Faced by OMEP in the World” we presented a status report regarding
early childhood services offered in Canada. With our colleagues from France and Haiti,
we reiterated the importance of presenting in French and drawing attention to the
importance of the three languages of OMEP.
The next World Assembly and Conference will take place in Seoul in South Korea in July
2016. The theme will be “Transforming Early Childhood Systems For Future Generations”.
You will find all the information as well as details for the call for proposals on the site
http://www.omep2016.org. We can already inform you that in 2017 the event will take
place in Opatija in Croatia. Advance notice to those who like to plan well in advance.
Declaration of 2015
The Declaration of 2015 that was proposed by the World Assembly and adopted by the
participating members is titled “The key to the world’s future: Early childhood educators”.
It emphasizes that educators and teachers are primary determinants of the quality of
early childhood education. Through this declaration, OMEP calls on all national and local
governments as well as socially responsible businesses to work toward a sustainable
future. We find key elements in relation to the promotion of policies and practices
related to young children, notably with regard to funding, the preparation of early
childhood educators as well as their remuneration. This declaration falls within a vision of
education for sustainable development as proposed by the UN Sustainable
Development Goals for 2015-2030. I invite you to circulate this declaration in your
respective networks.
http://www.worldomep.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2015-World-OMEPDeclaration-FINAL-E.pdf
UNESCO

	
  

OMEP is an international, non-governmental and non-profit organization with a
consultative status at the United Nations and UNESCO. OMEP makes representations in its
domains of expertise such as the World Forum, World days (literacy, education for all,
day against poverty, children’s rights, etc.) as well as major conferences on the themes
of education, citizenship and sustainable development in education.
Lisbeth Gouin from OMEP France represents us at UNESCO and tries to make OMEP visible
at all events and opportunities to assure that early childhood be considered in all the
documentation produced.
From 2000 to 2015, six objectives were put forward and aimed to fill the learning needs of
young children with regards to education and the protection of early childhood. You will
find the conclusions of the world report “Education for all” by following the following link:
http://fr.unesco.org/gem-report/#sthash.nc9TaGMd.dpbs
In conclusion we find the recommendations for after 2015. I would like to draw your
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• Make compulsory at least one year of preschool
education.

following UN-related events each fall: International Day of
Peace on September 21, Global Handwashing Day on or
about October 15, and Universal Children’s Day on
November 20 (the anniversary of Convention on the Rights
of the Child). The 2015 World Assembly reaffirmed this
commitment.

• Ensure training for preschool teachers to assure
quality of teaching

Here is a photograph from my school’s celebration of
International Day of Peace.

attention to two binding measures which were considered
at Incheon and that should be ratified in September of
2015:

It will be interesting to follow these projects and see what
the positive effects will be here and elsewhere.
General assembly and Universal Children’s Day
We will be holding the 2015 General assembly of the
members of OMEP Canada Thursday the 20th of
November at the Monique-Corriveau Library located at
1100, route de l’église, Québec City, G1V 3V9 from
1:30pm to 2:30pm.
Following the assembly we will celebrate Universal
Children’s Day with a guided tour of the Toy Library and
Library followed by a discussion period on the role of free
play in the development of the child. You will find the
information and the registration form on the OMEPCanada web site: www.omep-canada.org
New Board Officer
We are happy to announce the arrival Madame Anne
Lesage to the position of Board Officer to the OMEPCanada Board. We welcome her among us.

Christiane Bourdages-Simpson
Interim President
omep-canada@videotron.ca

The Vice President for North America
and the Caribbean’s Column
Report from the 2105 World Assembly and Conference: It
was good to see several members of OMEP-Canada in
Washington, DC for the World Assembly and Conference.
During the World Assembly we held our annual Regional
Meeting. We focused on these three important agenda
items (1) how to grow membership in all three OMEP
national committees in our region; (2) how to
communicate more frequently and effectively with one
another, both individually and as national committees;
and (3) how to engage our national committees and
members more actively in OMEP projects and advocacy
efforts.
I will devote the remainder of this column to #3.
National Committee Participation in UN-related Activities:
The2014 World Assembly decided that all national
committees should participate actively and visibly in the
Page 2

Together with the collegiate chapter of OMEP, OMEP
Whittier College, the children from preschool through 8th
grade at The Broadoaks Laboratory Demonstration School
hosted a campus wide event to mark the day. College
students and professors joined in a huge Circle of Peace in
the Commons area on campus. We all sang A Song of
Peace
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mxidrVmwznU)
and then two children from each class, first grade and up,
spoke briefly on the theme of “What Peace Means to
Me.”
Both to prepare for the event and as follow-up,
teachers read stories about peace and talked with the
children about how they can be peacemakers at school,
at home, and in their neighbourhoods. Our goal is that
this celebration of peace not be a one-day-a-year event,
but rather a deeply engrained part of our daily lives
together.
The next big day will be in October, Global Handwashing
Day. You can find some terrific ideas on several websites,
such as
http://globalhandwashing.org/resources/more-than-justa-day-ideas-for-promoting-handwashing-all-year/
http://www.who.int/gpsc/events/2008/Global_Handwashi
ng_Day_Planners_Guide.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/features/globalhandwashing/
You can also find several good hand washing activity
videos on You Tube and, of course, more ideas on the
World OMEP website.
Some of the suggestions are for older children, but there
are easy to adapt for preschoolers and children in the
primary grades.
Universal Children’s Day will follow soon afterwards on
November 20. Here are a couple of sites to help you with
your planning:
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http://www.cute-calendar.com/event/universal-childrensday/10562-world.html
http://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/universalchildrens-day
It would be wonderful if we could proclaim next year that
all three countries in our region — Canada, Haiti, and the
United States — did indeed mark all of the fall 2016 UNrelated fall events.
National Committee Participation in OMEP Projects: All
national committee presidents will soon receive a letter
from World OMEP asking them to help us document each
country’s participation in one of OMEP’s flagship projects,
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) in early
years. We’ll be asking for brief reports on ESD work in
each country, whether it is scholarly research, practical
work with young children, development of materials and
activities, or incorporating ESD into teacher education.
We really look forward to learning more about ESD work in
Canada.

engaged with children, infants experience better
attachments, children develop stronger language and
social skills, enjoy school more, get higher grades,
participate in more extracurricular activities, are less likely
to repeat a grade, while experiencing fewer behavioural
problems and risky behaviours in adolescence’. (1)
Three fathers were on hand at the conference to talk
about the importance of ‘Daddy and student’ activities
that take place at his school. These range from discussion
groups for fathers of students with special needs, to before
school breakfast and art activities, or movies. Fathers are
encouraged to take an active role not only in their child’s
life, and receive communications about and participate
in school life.
As a teacher, I hope to be able to meet more fathers this
year at parent teacher interviews by providing multiple
time choices, and am requesting email addresses for both
parents in order that both receive messages about their
child’s progress at school.
(1) Shedlin, Allan (2012), DaDvocacy, The New York Times, June 11

With all good wishes to all OMEP-Canada colleagues for a
rewarding, productive, and happy fall.

Nancy Green
OMEP-Canada Board Officer

Judith T. Wagner, Ph. D.
OMEP Regional Vice President

…from Ontario
News…

Bill 10, Child Care Modernization Act, 2014

… from OMEP World Conference in
Washington, Summer 2015

The Ontario Ministry of Education is continuing its work to
support child care centres with this new law. The
Honourable Liz Sandals, Minister of Education mentions in
the preamble that « the Day Nurseries Act enacted in
1946, does not reflect current evidence based best
practices or standards of care. It does not align with the
child care needs of today’s families, nor is it adaptable to
serve the needs of families in the future. The legislative
framework that regulates child care must be updated
and improved to strengthen oversight of the sector, to
clarify when a licence is required, and to provide greater
incentives to obtain a licence.

While at the World OMEP conference in Washington I had
the opportunity to attend a conference given by Allan
Shedlin of ‘REEL FATHERS’. As a father, grandfather and
educator Allan has worked tirelessly to promote
“daddying”, what he describes as the convergence of
fatherhood and nurturing - that a father is not something
that you are, but something that you do. In 2012 he
created the notion of “DADvocacy” to describe the
combination of public/collective and private/individual
actions
needed
to
encourage
vibrant
father
engagement.
During his presentation, Allan stressed the importance of
involving fathers (or other significant men) in children’s
school lives. As children are registered at his school (which
has a high population of single parent families) mothers
know in advance that they must provide the contact
information for a father, grandfather, uncle or other man
who will play a role in their child’s life. This man will receive
newsletters, be invited to parent teacher interviews and
school activities and will receive emails or phone calls if
situations arise during the school year. This policy is so well
established that single moms arrive with the information in
hand.
According

to

Shedlin,

‘when

fathers

are

positively

Establishing a system of responsive, safe, high quality and
accessible child care and early years programs and
services will support parents and families, and will
contribute to the healthy development of children.
Research has indicated that the learning and
development that occurs during a child’s early years is
critical. It can have a major bearing on a person’s later
achievements in school and in the workplace, and on
overall health and well-being throughout a person’s
lifetime.
A strong system of child care and early years programs
and services increases labour market attachment by
supporting the diverse working circumstances of parents.
Enabling parents’ continued participation in the
workforce would contribute to a stronger Ontario.

Page 2
Page 3

Fall 2015

Volume 44, No 3

OMEP-CANADA 	
  

To support the particular cultural and linguistic needs of
Aboriginal, First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities, as
well as Francophone communities, Ontario needs child
care options that are responsive and adaptable.
Service system managers (municipalities and district social
services administration boards) together with their
partners, should lead local initiatives to address the various
needs of their communities, establish connections among
child care and early years programs and services, and
plan for the delivery of a continuum of such programs and
services.
The delivery of high quality, developmentally responsive
child care and early years programs and services
necessitates the employment of knowledgeable and selfreflective educators, such as Registered Early Childhood
Educators.
In response to the statutory review of the Early Childhood
Educators Act, 2007, the Act should be amended to
support the College of Early Childhood Educators in
promoting and ensuring high standards for the profession,
and in protecting the public interest in the regulation of
early childhood education.
Providing for the expansion of extended day and third
party programs for 6 to 12 year olds would increase the
availability of these programs, building on the successful
implementation of full day kindergarten. This would
support an increasingly seamless and integrated day to
help meet the needs of children as they grow.
Meeting the early learning and child care needs of
families requires collaboration and partnership across all
levels of government. The Government of Canada needs
to play a key role in supporting greater access to quality
child care and early years services in Ontario.
It is therefore very important to find out what is each
federal party's position on this issue and to vote October
19th for the candidate that best represents these
interests.» (1)
(1) Legislative Assembly of Ontario (2014). Bill 10. Child Care Modernization
Act, 2014. Download on October 4th 2015

Hélène Pouliot-Cleare
Education Consultant, Ontario Representative
pouliotcleareh@gmail.com
www.chezmadamehelene.com

… From Lise Allard, OMEP-Canada
member
Lise Allard, founder of Les aidants scolaires (School
helpers) organisation was awarded the Gens de cœur
(Good hearts) Prize by the CBC, and the Hommage
Bénévolat Québec (Voluntary Work Tribute) Prize from the
Quebec government, awards “solidifying and stimulating
Page 4

her will to support the community”.
In 2007, Lise Allard founded that Aidants scolaires
organisation responsible for services benefitting thousands
of school children in the Quebec City area. The help
provided supports all the staff not only in organizing
activities, but also in administrative tasks. The staff
members met in schools abundantly testify about the
benefits from the organisation initiated by Ms Allard: a
precious support providing additional hands to staff often
overwhelmed by everyday tasks. Pupils also enjoy this
involvement, and do not hesitate to call volunteers
“friends” and to ask them back to school.
Congratulations and thank you Lise Allard!
For further information you may visit the organisation’s
website (in French only) at:
http://www.aidantsscolaires.com ou écrivez à
info@aidantsscolaires.com

The Universal children’s day
Websites to gather information to prepare it:
The website of the International Bureau for Children’s
Rights: http://www.ibcr.org/en
The website of the Public Health Agency of Canada offers
materials to celebrate the National Child Day:
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca
The UNICEF Canada website offers information and
resources for the Universal Children’s Day, also the
National Child Day:
http://www.unicef.ca/en/our-work/article/celebratenational-child-day-2015
The Council of Europe website : Building a Europe for and
with children : www.coe.int/t/dg3/children
The website of Child
www.childtochild.org.uk/

to

Child

a

UK

NGO:

The Janusz Korczak French Association in partnership with
UNICEF présents two interesting documents on it’s website:
histoires vraies, les droits de l’enfant, and Janusz Korczak,
a champion for Children’s Rights.
korczak.fr/m6actu/actu_publi.htlm
The publications of the Eurochild organisation, especially
Speak Up Project:
www.eurochild.org/
The proceedings of the Change initiatives CATS 2015
meeting: Children as Actors for Transforming Society:
www.caux.ch/CATS
The Education for Peace Program of Change Initiatives
France (in French only): fr.iofc.org/projets/education

Ginette Beauséjour
Québec Representative
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Events
November 13-14, 2015, Paris, France
Petite enfance - Transitions et socialisations
http://www.univ-paris13.fr/details/895-colloque-petiteenfance-transitions-et-socialisations.html
November 18-21, 2015, Orlando, Florida, USA
NAEYC 2015 Annual Conference & Expo
Information: www.naeyc.org/conference/
November 20, 2015, Quebec City, QC, Canada
General Assembly of OMEP-Canada
The General Assembly will be held from 13:30 to 14:15.
From 14:30 to 15:15, there will be a visit of the site guided
by a member of the committee who worked to develop
this new way, which resulted in achieving this daring
project. A period of exchange and free play will follow.
The activity will be held in the multi-purpose room in the
basement of the Monique-Corriveau Library, at 1100 route
de l’Église, in Quebec City.
Parking at the library is free, but for a 2 hours period only.
For a longer duration, metered parking is available at the
Madeleine Bergeron school, to the right of the building.
November 20, 2015, Québec, Qc, Canada

May 9-13, 2016, Montréal, Québec, Canada
84e congrès de l’Association francophone pour le savoir
(ACFAS)
under the theme Points de rencontre
Information: www.acfas.ca
November 7-11, 2016, Port-au-Prince, Haiti
The Caribbean Regional Conference of Psychology 2016
under the theme: Promoting Caribbean Health with
Multiculturalism and Multilingualism: Challenges and
Opportunities
Call for Submissions:
http://www.crcp2016.org/index.php/submissions

From our bookshelf
International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 47,
Number 3, 2015
In this issue, you may read a text written by our UQAM
colleagues, Johanne S. Lehrer, Lise Lemay and Nathalie
Bigras: Parental Perceptions of Child Care Quality in
Centre-Based and Home-Based Settings: Associations with
External Quality Ratings
International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 47,
Number 2, 2015
Special Issue: Bringing Dialogism to Bear in the Early Years
Guest Editor: E. Jayne White
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 53, no 4 / automne 2015
Accueillir une stagiaire
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 53, no 3 / été 2015
Reprendre contact avec la nature et jouer dehors

A toy library is hiding in a church basement’s library.
We do not realize how much a child learns while playing

Childhood Explorer, Summer 2015, Vol. 2, No. 3
Exploring the Lives of Children Worldwide, Association for
Childhood Education International
www.acei.org/sites/default/files/stories/stories/childhoode
xplorersummer2015.swf

November 27-29, 2015, Otara, Auckland, New Zealand
OMEP ASIA/PACIFIC Regional Conference 2015 under the
theme Connecting the Pacific with Asia: Weaving links
across the ocean
Registration:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/omep-asiapacific-regional-conference-2015-tickets-15942073170
Information: omepnzevent@gmail.com

Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, Volume 36,
Issue 3, 2015
www.tandfonline.com

March 31 mars to April 3, 2016, San José, Costa Rica
Global Summit on Childhood under the theme
Creating a better Wold for Children and Youth Through
Sustainability, Social Innovation, and Synergy
Early Registration Rates Expire: 31 January 2016
Regular Registration Closes: 17 March 2016
Information: www.acei.org/programsevents/summit.html#childhoodsummit

Secrétariat de la litératie et de la numératie en
collaboration avec le Bureau de la participation des
parents et de la Direction des politiques et programmes
d’éducation en langue française
Converser, lire et écrire avec votre enfant de la
maternelle à la 6e année - Guide à l’intention des parents
www.edu.gov.on.ca/fre/literacynumeracy/parentGuideLi
t2012f.pdf

May 5-6, 2015, Montréal, Québec, Canada
3e Colloque international en éducation: enjeux actuels et
futurs de la formation et de la profession enseignante
Information: colloque.crifpe.ca

Monsebraaten, Laurie, 2015, Few child-care option for
parents who don’t work 9-to-5 weekday hours,
The Toronto Star, September 14
Source: childcarecanada.org
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Young Children, September 2015, Vol. 70, No. 4
It’s Elementary! Supporting Literacy in the Primary Grades
www.naeyc.org/yc/currentissue
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Education in Aboriginal areas…to learn more:
Initiatives in Aboriginal areas, some concerning preschool
children:
http://www.psja.ctreq.qc.ca/projets/?pa=2
Academic perseverance in first peoples:
http://www.psja.ctreq.qc.ca/
Dialog: research and information network concerning first
peoples
http://www.reseaudialog.ca/
Ministère de l’Éducation, de l’Enseignement supérieur et
de la recherche, Direction des services aux autochtones
et du développement nordique (DSADN), Secteur des
services aux anglophones, aux autochtones et aux
communautés culturelles (2015). Guide to Inspiring
Initiatives for the Educational Success of Aboriginal
Students
www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/docume
nts/saacc/autochtones_dev_nordique/guide_initiatives_re
ussitescolaire_FR_2015.pdf
http://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/do
cuments/saacc/autochtones_dev_nordique/guide_initiati
ves_reussitescolaire_EN_2015.pdf

OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in January,
June and October. We expect your news by MidJanuary for the next issue. Please send them
preferably by e-mail to:
Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and in c.c. to
omep-canada@videotron.ca
Thank you to Nancy Green for English translations and
revisions, to Madeleine Baillargeon for her great
collaboration to the preparation of this issue. Thanks to
Mylène Gauthier for the page-setting.
Denise Doyon, chair of the Newsletter Committee.
OMEP-Canada’s mailing address:
390 Grande Allée ouest, app. 33
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6
E-mail: omep-canada@videotron.ca
Websites:
A new world OMEP website is under construction at:
http://www.worldomep.org
In the meanwhile the following is still operating:
www.omep.org.gu.se
(English, French, Spanish)
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org
Facebook (French):
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADAOrganisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducationPréscolaire/16311904
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