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Dear Members,
I now have the honour and the pleasure to speak to you as president of OMEP Canada,
following the elections that took place at the General Assembly meeting in 24 November
2016.
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Siena, 6 years old

I will introduce the members of the Board for 2016-2017, who will assist me as president, and
will contribute to the growth of OMEP Canada. I would like to thank their commitment and
work for our organisation: The members are:
Madeleine Baillargeon, vice-president
Paulette Gauthier, treasurer
Christine Pérusset, secretary
Nancy Green, officer
Marie Jolicœur, officer
Anne Lesage, officer
Jean-Yves Lévesque, officer
Ginette Beauséjour, Quebec Representative
Hélène Pouliot-Cleare, Ontario Reprensetative
Liliana Sulikowska-Klebec, Prairies Representative
The chairs of the permanent committees are designated by the Administrative Board. The
mandate of the following persons has been renewed:
Lise Francoeur, Membership Committee
Denise Doyon, Newsletter Committee
Acknowledgement
I would like to take advantage of this moment to express my gratitude and say thank you to
Rolande Filion, who leaves the Board after several years of participation. She has been
alternately vice-president and officer. She has managed the toy library project in a Native
community of Quebec and in Africa, where she also has been a teacher and author.
Welcome
The Board welcomes Marie Jolicoeur as an officer. Her experience with young children as
well as her role of training adults caring for children are a bonus for OMEP. Welcome Marie.
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Thank you all those who became first-time members and
those who renewed their membership for the year 2017. If you
did not yet renew it, there is still time and you can find the
membership
form
here,
http://omepcanada.org/membership
If each of us plans to invite at least one person to become a
member, OMEP Canada could double its members in 2017.
More members means more projects to undertake, support
and achieve.
November activity
Once again, OMEP Canada took advantage of the activities
of the World Child Day on the past November, to organise an
event to underline its commitment towards the cause for
young children.
I would like to thank the members of the Board, but more
precisely Anne Lesage and Ginette Beauséjour, the designers
and organizers of this event. By their perseverance and
tenacity, they managed to gather more than a hundred
people from different fields, around unparalleled speakers at
a buffet - round table with the theme Cultural diversity,
leverage in class and in our educational environment. You
will find an article by Ginette Beauséjour in the following
pages detailing the event.
Our event has been marked in the activity calendar
associated with the first edition of the Great week of the
youngest children, to which the entire province of Quebec
was invited to rally, communicate and generate dialogue on
the well-being and development of young children.

educational environment.] This evening allowed us to better
grasp the reality of children who try to integrate in the
Quebecois society, and to think about the collaboration
between school/family/ and community.
Mrs Fasal Kanouté, full professor at the Montreal University,
brought to our attention the people who need to be
mobilized so we can ensure the educational and school
success of the immigrant children. Her colleague, Mrs
Françoise Armand, talked about the importance of being
open to another’s language www.elodil.ca, with regards to
practices of favouring in multi-ethnic and multilingual
environments. The third speaker, Mrs Nadine Marier, manager
of intercultural dossier in a school board, showed us how the
educational environment can offer teaching that is aware of
the social, cultural and linguistic luggage of immigrant
children. The presentation of Mrs Gabriella Djerrahian,
designer of the support programme of learning French
implemented by the Hay Doun organisation for young Syrian
refugee children, raised our awareness about the reality of
those newly arrived and the positive impact of family
relationships when it comes to child integration.
Kim Thúy, author of the novels Ru, À toi, Man et Vi, recipient of
several awards and distinctions, and guest of honour of this
evening, responded to the proposals of the speakers. In the
presence of Mrs Marie-France Choinière, her first teacher in
Québec, Mrs Thúy delivered an enthusiastic testimony about
what meant the most for her during the integration process in
our society.

Croatia
The 69th World Assembly and Conference of OMEP will take
place in Opatija, Croatia, from 19 to 25 June, 2017. Thanks to
20 replies received following a call to all members, OMEP
Canada submitted proposals to organise a Symposium with
the theme, Early childhood relationships: the foundation of a
sustainable future. If all proposals are accepted, OMEP
Canada will have one of the most important delegations at a
world conference.
If you would like to attend the conference as well as to the
various activities you can still do it by visiting the following
web site http://www.omep.hr/

Christiane Bourdages-Simpson
President, OMEP Canada
Christianebsimpson@gmail.com

NEWS…
…FROM QUEBEC
We are happy to have organised the conference held at
Montreal on November 24, 2016. Omep Canada invited you
to a buffet followed by a round table on the theme: La
diversité culturelle, un levier dans la classe et dans nos milieux
éducatifs [Cultural diversity, leverage in class and in our
2

This event, a success through its content and the reigning
friendly atmosphere, remained in the memory of the hundred
of people attending as a memorable evening of reflection
and sharing.
In Quebec, children from different cultures meet in day-care
centres and in schools. Many of them, coming from other
parts of the world, live through big changes. All education
that wants to favour harmonious human relationships must
know how to welcome these children and how to take
advantage of the cultural diversity. It is good to remember
that by offering an inclusive education, our education system
helps all children, those born here as well as those who come
from abroad, to bridge the differences.
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In conclusion, I would like to quote the French sociologist,
Alain Touraine:
“Talking about integration only to tell newcomers that they
have to take their place in society as it was be-fore them, is
closer to an exclusion than a real integration. This exists only
when the whole that receives knows how to manage its own
transformation, like a family adapts to the arrival of a new
child. Which means that it trusts in itself, its ability to adapt,
and that the new arrival is considered a positive thing.”

Ginette Beauséjour
Quebec Representative

… FROM ONTARIO
What’s new in Ontario?
The Ontario Ministry of Education has an ongoing
commitment to build a child care and early year’s system
that reflects the realities of our modern world, which better
supports parents and that, gives children the best
possible start in life. It recently announced its plan to move
forward with integrating these child and family programs to
create Ontario Early Years Child and Family Centres by
2018. The Ministry of Education will be working with
municipalities, school boards, community partners, parents
and caregivers throughout this transition process to
enhance programs and minimize service disruptions for
children and families.
In recent years, it has published several documents
and resources, changed the Day Nursery’s Act with the Act
with the Child Care and Early Years Act in 2014 (CCEYA)
and provided support for professional development to
individuals working in early childhood settings.
This is a review of this initiative. In 2013, Think, Feel,
Act: Lessons from research about young children was
published. It explicitly described how the experiences
children have in the early years can have an extraordinary
and long-lasting impact on children's learning, development,
health and well-being.
In all the documents published since to support early years,
the Ministry states its view of children this way: « Children are
competent, capable of complex thinking, curious, and rich in
potential. » Its goal is that early childhood teachers deliver
quality programs and services that reflect it.
The following is a partial list of the resources available on
the Ministry website.
➢ Early Learning for Every Child Today: A framework for
Ontario early childhood settings 2008
➢ The Full-Day Early Learning-Kindergarten Program,
Draft (2010)
➢ Licensed child care questionnaire 2012 results
➢ Council of Ministers of Education-Canada Statement
on Play Based Learning
➢ Think, Feel, Act: Lessons from Research About Young
Children (2013)
➢ How Does Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy
for the Early Years (2014)
➢ 2015 Licensed Child Care Operators Survey Results
➢ The Child Care and Early Years Act (2014)
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➢
➢
➢

The Kindergarten Program 2016
Ontario Early Years Centres
The New Child Care and Early Years Act: What
Providers and Parents Need to Know

The Ministry of Education worked with leading experts in the
field of early childhood education to develop a series of
research briefs and accompanying video clips that highlight
key research findings and provocations for educators related
to early years program.
Among them, you can find:
➢
Positive Relationships and Brain Development
Pedagogical Documentation
Inclusion
➢
➢
Parent Engagement
➢
Learning Environments
➢
Self-Regulation
➢
Observation and Documentation
➢
Learning Environments
➢
Continuum of Development
Full
day
kindergarten
implementation
has
been
done gradually for the last seven years and is now
complete in all Ontario schools.
It must be said that francophone schools have been ahead
of their time because they have offered full day junior and
senior kindergarten since 1998, the year of the amalgamation
of French school boards which created 8 catholic and
4 public school boards. They did so by funding this
program themselves knowing that young children’s early
exposure to French out of the home setting was crucial
for them to preserve their French identity and language.
Half day junior kindergarten classes were in existence in
many French schools across the province since at least 1979.
On August 31, 2015, The Child Care and Early Years Act (2015)
came into effect bringing many changes. These new and
revised regulations mandated to start July 1st 2016, caused
much controversy and countless hours of supplementary work
in order to prepare and implement them.
These new regulations include amongst others:
➢ Reinforcing the monitoring of unlicensed child care
settings
➢ Increasing capacity of licensed child care services
➢ Improving information available to parents and the
public
➢ Increasing before and after school programs for
children of 6 to 12 years of age
➢ Implementing How Does Learning Happen?
Ontario’s Pedagogy for the Early Years to insure
programming quality and services in early childhood
➢ Improving the quality and uniformity of programs for
child care and early childhood
➢ Prohibiting registration fees for waiting lists for child
care services
Even though many consultations were done with parents and
early childhood professionals, the second series of regulations
were more difficult to implement. For example:
➢ New ratios employees to children and group size for
unlicensed child care centers
➢ New ratios employees to children and group size
regarding four and five year old and nine to twelve
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➢

➢

year old children in accredited child care centers
Obtain a copy of an Offence Declaration for all
employees, volunteers and students working in a
licensed child care centre.
When a child care centre is located in a publicly
funded school and serves children ages 4 and older,
the centre will be considered as part of the school,
and the building and accommodation standards
and requirements that apply to the school will also
apply to the child care centre.

As of July 1, 2015 the ECE Qualifications Upgrade
Program was expanded to allow unlicensed home child care
providers to apply for funding. Funding is prioritized for
individuals working under a Director Approval. Financial
support is available to eligible applicants in the form of
Education Grants, Travel Grants and a Training Allowance to
obtain an Early Childhood Education diploma and become
eligible to apply for membership with the College of Early
Childhood Educators.
Finally, the Ministry’s last Communiqué announced
the opening of approximately 3 400 new spaces in child
care centers located in schools. In the next five years,
Ontario is planning to create 100 000 new places in
accredited child care centers so that more families can
access affordable and quality services.
Early childhood is finally being recognized and financially
invested in. As early childhood practitioners we have known
for a long time that the development of a young child’s brain
goes through critical stages between birth and six years of
age. « It sets the foundation for lifelong learning, behavior
and health. » (1)
In conclusion, an article entitled All-Day-Kindergarten Comes
to Ontario appeared in 2010 proclaimed Ontario as an early
leader in extending full day kindergarten to four-an-five year
olds In it, Jennifer Lewington profiled Ontario’s approach as
“the new collaborative model” and described the way in
which it “represents a significant cultural shift”. In her view
“the rest of the country is watching what [Ontario] is doing.”
(2) It is hoped that this will continue.
Source: Ontario Ministry of Education website
Références:
(1) Mustard, Fraser (2006). Early Child Development and
Experience based Brain Debvelopment: The Scientific
Underpinnings of the Importance of Early Childhood
Development in a Globalized World. Brookings Institute. Early
Learning for Every Child Today: A framework for Ontario early
childhood settings Ontario, page 7.
(2) Strong Roots, Bright Futures: The Promise of education and
early human development in Conversation. Winter 2010/11
Volume III, Issue 1.

Hélène Pouliot-Cleare, Early Childhood Consultant
Ontario Representative

… FROM THE PRAIRIES
Honoring Anne Luke: Recipient of Lieutenant Governor’s
Award of Merit
«After training as a primary teacher in England, Anne came
to Saskatchewan in 1969 and soon led in the development of
parent-supported kindergartens in rural Saskatchewan. She
left her teaching position in Regina in 1977 to found the Early
Learning Centre (ELC).
The ELC is an internationally known child and family
development centre working co-operatively with low-income
families to provide programs nurturing the healthy
development of children from pre-natal to five years of age.
The ELC offers an array of programs for children as well as
outreach programs including KidsFirst and Parents as
Teachers. …
In addition to the Lieutenant Governor’s Award of Merit, Anne
has also been the recipient of the Saskatchewan Centennial
Medal, the United Appeal President’s Award and the CAYC
Friend of Children National Award. In 1997, she received a
fellowship from Muttart Foundation and in 2009 was awarded
an Honorary Doctorate from the University of Regina. … »
source: CAYC Saskatchewan Newsletter Fall 2016

Liliana Sulikowska-Klebec
Prairies Representative

EVENTS…
Since October 2016 to May 2017
L’Univers, un terrain de jeu infini! (The World, a boundless
playground!)
International contest of toys made from recycled material
Send three winning toys by February 1, 2017, deadline
February 2017: winners’ ceremony
February - May 2017, Rio Tinto Planetarium, Montreal,
Quebec, Canada, Toy exhibition
Information: oxfam.qc.ca

March 25, 2017, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
Loose parts: A learning day
Sharing the philosophy of loose parts fron the Reggio
perspective & experiences from 2015
Information: cayc.ca
April 20 - 22, 2017, Washington, D.C., USA
Education Diplomacy and the 2030 Global Development
Agenda: Building Bridges for Children’s Education
Information: educationdiplomacy.org
May 2017, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
Kari Nagel’s Prekindergarten Classroom will share the
evolution of her approach to teaching and learning with
three and four-year-olds
information: cayc.ca
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May 8 - 12, 2017, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
85e congrès de l’ACFAS under the theme Vers de nouveaux
sommets
Information: acfas.ca

November 15 - 18, 2017, Atlanta, Georgie, USA
2017 NAEYC Annual Conference
information: www.naeyc.org/conference/

FROM OUR BOOKSHELF…

May 9 - 12, 2017, Auckland, New Zealand
World Forum on Early Care and Education
worldforumfoundation.org
May 10 - 13, 2017, Leiden, the Netherlands
14th International Toy Library Conference
Information: http://itla-toylibraries.org/home/2016/05/08/14thinternational-toy-library-conference-netherlands-2017/
May 10 - 13, 2017, Moscow, Russia
VI International Conference « Early Childhood Care and
Education (ECCE, 2017)
Information: en.ecceconference.com
May 15 - 18, 2017, Athens, Greece
19th Annual International Conference on Education
Information: atiner.gr

Commission sur l’éducation à la petite enfance (2017).
Rapport de la Commission sur l’éducation à la petite
enfance. Février 2017. Montréal : Institut du Nouveau Monde.
Conseil supérieur de l’Éducation (nov. 2016). Mémoire du
Conseil supérieur de l’Éducation dans le cadre des
consultations publiques pour une politique de la réussite
éducative. Gouv. du Québec. CSE.gouv.qc.ca
Debbie Pushor and the Parent Engagement Collaborative 11
(Department of Curriculum Studies, University of
Saskatchewan, Canada. (2015).
Living as Mapmakers. Charting a Course with Children
Guided by Parent Knowledge.
sensepublishers.com
Encyclopédie sur le développement des jeunes enfants
enfant-encyclopedie.com

May 17 - 20, 2017, Prague, Czech Republic
XVII International Congress of AIFREF
Childrens’ quality of life today
Information: www.aifref2017prague.cz

Garnier, P. et Sylvie Rayna (2016). Recherches avec les jeunes
enfants. Perspectives internationales. Bruxelles: P. I. E. Peter
Lang, 160 pages.

May 18 - 19, 2017, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
4e Colloque international en éducation
Information: colloque.crifpe.ca
http://colloque2017.crifpe.ca
Call for papers: November 11, 2016
May 27 - June 2, Toronto, Ontario
Congress 2017 of the Humanities and Social Sciences
The nest 150, On Indigenous Lands
Inromation: congress2017.ca
June 2, 2017, Toronto, Ontario
The 14th Annual Summer Institute on Early Childhood
Development
Adressing Inequity in Canada through Early Childhood
Education
Information:
oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/Events/2017_Events/Summer_Institu
te_2017/index.html

Lalumière-Cloutier, M. (2016). La qualité de l'intégration en
services de garde : points de vue de parents, de
gestionnaires de centres de la petite enfance et de
professionnels du réseau de la santé. Mémoire de maîtrise
inédit, UQAM, Montréal.
Paquette, Alexandra (2016). « L’Image de l’enfant de
l’approche de Reggio Emilia et du programme éducatif
Accueillir la petite enfance du Québec ». Canadian Journal
for New Scholars in Education/Revue canadienne des jeunes
chercheur(e)s en éducation, Vol. 7, No 2.
cjnse-rcjce.ca
Pence, Alan (2016). « Baby PISA: Dangers that can arise when
foundations shift ». Journal of Childhood Studies, Vo. 41 No. 3.
journals.uvic.ca

June 19 - 24, 2017, Opatija, Croatie
69th OMEP World Assembly and International Conférence
Early Childhood Relationships as the Foundation for a
sustainable future
March 31, 2017: Early bird registration deadline
June 19, 2017, Regular registration deadline
http://omep.hr/registration.html

Child Development, January, February 2017, Volume 88, issue
1
onlinelibrary.wiley.com

September 13 - 16, 2017, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
20e International Play Association Triennal World Conference
information: canada2017.ipaworld.org

Children Explorer, Winter 2017
Childhood Explorer, Autumn 2016
childhoodexplorer.org

November 3 - 4, 2017, Sherbrooke, Quebec, Canada
36e Congrès de l’Association d’éducation préscolaire du
Québec sous le thème « Être présent…un pas à la fois »
Information: aepq.ca

Children in Scotland magazine - Issue 178, February - March
2017
Children in Scotland magazine - Issue 177, December January 2017
childreninscotland.org.uk
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Childhood Education, Volume 93, Issue 1, 2017
www.tandfonline.com/toc/uced20/current
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Early Childhood Education in Disavantaged Context
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood, Volume 18, Issue 1,
March 2017
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood, Volume 17, Issue 4,
December 2016
Special Issue: Childhood and time: Rethinking notions of
temporality in early childhood education
journals.sagepub.com
ECDUV News 2016/2017
(Early Childhood Development Virtual University, School of
Child & Youth Care, University of Victoria)
Inside this Newsletter:
•
ECDUV Grade ans ASW colleages plsy keyrole in ECD
conferences
•
ECD Networks in Sub-Saharan Africa
•
Uganda launches Integrated ECD Policy
•
SSA5 Collaboration Concludes!
•
Reflections, and Remembering Jean Cyril Dalais
www.ecdinafrica.org
Early Child Development and Care, Volume 187, 2017, issue 2
Early years science education: a contemporary look
tandfonline.com
Early Childhood Education Journal, March 2017, Volume 45,
Issue 2
link.springer.com/journal/10643
Early Years Bulletin, Spring 2017, vol 4, no 3
acei.org

Young Children, September 2017, Vol. 72, No. 1
Young Children, September 2016, Vol. 71, No. 5
Teaching and learning in Cities
www.naeyc.org/yc/currentissue

OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in March,
June and November. We expect your news by the
beginning of May for the next issue. Please send them
preferably by e-mail to: Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and
in c.c. to omep-canada@videotron.ca
Thank you to Gabriella Vitos for English translations
and revisions, to Madeleine Baillargeon for her great
collaboration to the preparation of this issue and to
Ginette Beauséjour for the photos. Thanks to Ariane
Simpson for the page-setting.
Denise Doyon, chair of the Newsletter Committee.

OMEP-Canada’s mailing address :
390 Grande Allée ouest, #33.
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6
E-mail: omep-canada@videotron.ca

European Early Childhood Education Research
tandfonline.com
International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 48, Number
3, 2016
http://link.springer.com/search?query=international+journal+
of+early+childhood
Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, Volume 38,
2017
www.tandfonline.com/toc/ujec20/current
Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Volume 30,
Number 4
acei.org

Websites :
World OMEP : http://www.worldomep.org
(English, French, Spanish)
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org
Facebook (French & English
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEPCANADA-Organisation-Mondiale-pourlÉducation-Préscolaire/16311904

Le Furet No 83 (déc. 2016). Les enfants qui nous mettent au
défi
lefuret.org
Monographs of the Society for Research in Child
Development, December 2016, Volume 81, Issue 4
The Changing nature of executive Control in Preschool; by
Kimberly Andrews Espy
onlinelibrary.wiley.com
Revue Préscolaire, Vol. 55, nº 1 / hiver 2017
Dossier 35e Congrès, Montréal, Voguer sur les différences
www.aepq.ca
Revue suisse des sciences de l’éducation 38 (3) 2016
Dossier sur la qualité de l’éducation. Contributions choisies.
Congrès SSRE 2015.
rsse.ch
South African Journal of Childhood Education, 2016, Vol 6, No
2
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