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Dear members,
On last November 20th, the Universal Children’s Day has been celebrated all over the
world in various manners. To emphasize this event, the Canadian Committee of OMEP
has chosen that day to hold its Annual General Meeting in a place where play is present
in all its forms, namely, the Monique Corriveau Library in Quebec. Since its proposal, it
was intended that it be a Third Place: after the home, the place of work or studies, the
library is the third choice to carry out one's activities, regardless of age.
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Following the General Meeting, a visit to the site has allowed us to see not only the place
itself, but also the role reserved for playing, and this, everywhere in the building, for both
children and adults. Thank you to Pierre Lafleur who has been our guide during the visit to
the Monique Corriveau Library, as well as to Rolande Filion for her valuable collaboration
in organising the day.

	
  

For the benefit of those who have not been able to join us at this General Meeting, here
is a summary of the report presented by Madeleine Baillargeon and myself. These
elements are part of the action plan of 2014-2016.
In 2015, we have continued the steps aimed to recognize OMEP-Canada as a charity
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organisation. The change of government in Ottawa
makes us believe that we can succeed in obtaining this
status from the Revenue Agency in 2016, now that we
have the certificate of Continuance of Corporations
Canada.
The number of OMEP-Canada members is maintained
and is ensured by the arrival of new members. The
recruitment of young people is part of our work plan. I
therefore call out to those of you who have not yet
renewed your membership for 2016 to do so without
delay. It would be interesting to talk with your young
colleagues (students, teachers as well as with any other
persons interested in children 0-8 years). You will find the
membership form on the website of the Canadian
Committee of OMEP: http://omep-canada.org/adhesion/
With respect to the toy library projects, we are continuing
to support those who work in Africa and here.
Collaborations with some Quebec Aboriginal communities
are still within our objectives. However, it takes time to do
things well, and this, with the right people. Do not hesitate
to send us projects that could fit within this work objective.
We are continuously maintaining our relationship with Haiti
for sending materials and books.
A work objective has been added and it has arisen from
the preoccupation that appears to have spread in the
world of the early childhood. It is what we could name as
an increased presence of sequential school programs to
the detriment of the time that should be reserved to
spontaneous children's play and this, in the name of
prevention of school failure. Therefore, we digress from
following the children's global development through ageappropriate
activities,
and
therefore
from
the
fundamental role of the kindergarten. A sub-committee
initiated a thought on the subject, which we will be able
to present to you eventually.
The website and Facebook page are always active.
World OMEP is very active and it is interesting to share its
pages on Facebook if you have an account. This allows
you to make OMEP Canada known to all your friends.
World OMEP is proposing a project on play and resilience.
The purpose of this world project is to support the
development and resilience of young children through
play, conducted in a safe, child friendly, and stimulating
environment. The specific objectives are as follows:
Develop culturally-appropriate activity guidelines
and play materials for parents/care-givers and
teachers to use with young children;
Provide opportunities for children to play, acquire
contextually relevant skills, and enhance their
resilience;
Create online multimedia resources of activities,
innovations and best practices that can be shared
throughout the OMEP community.
Deadline: 30 May 2016.
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Prize: The award is a travel subsidy, which shall be used to
cover the costs of flight and/or accommodation for one
team member to attend the 68th OMEP World Assembly
and Conference in Seoul, Korea in July 2016. For more
information please consult our website: http://omepcanada.org
As you see, we have beautiful projects in our work plan.
Do not hesitate to contact me if you need more
information.
Christiane Bourdages-Simpson
Acting president
christianebsimpson@gmail.com

The Vice President for North America
and the Caribbean’s Column
UPCOMING WORLD ASSEMBLIES AND CONFERENCES
The next few years will provide us with extraordinary
opportunities to share and learn together in some
incredibly beautiful locations.
2016 CONFERENCE IN KOREA: Registration will open on
March 1 for the 2016 World Assembly and Conference will
take place in Seoul, Korea from July 4 – 8 at Ewha
Womans University in Seoul Korea. Early Bird registration
ends on March 31.
The conference theme is Transforming Early Childhood
Systems for Future Generations and subthemes include
curriculum, play, workforce, culture and society, policy,
and neuroscience.
Those who have submitted
presentation proposals should receive a response by
March 1.
You can find more information about the World Assembly
and Conference at http://www.omep2016.org. The
registration process is quite easy this year, but the
Conference Committee advises early registration
because they expect an unusually large number of
participants.
As usual we will hold our annual regional meeting on
Tuesday during the World Assembly. Please send me any
items you would like to place on the agenda by June 1.
My email address is jwagner@whittier.edu.
2017 CONFERENCE IN CROATIA: OMEP World Assembly
and Conference will be held from JUNE 19 – 24 in Opatija
Croatia. The committee is making plans for convenient
and low-cost transportation from the nation’s capital,
Zagreb, and the conference site – a one-hour journey by
bus. Please note that the conference is being held earlier
than usual.
2018 CONFERENCE TO MARK OMEP’S 70TH ANNIVERSARY:
Stay tuned for details about the 2018 OMEP World
Assembly and Conference to celebrate the 70th
anniversary of our organization.
Winter 2016

Volume 45, No. 1

OMEP-CANADA 	
  

Mark your calendars as save your pennies to participate in
these three remarkable conferences along with OMEP
members from around the world.
HAITI TO RECEIVE FUNDING FROM OMEP-KOREA: Early
childhood education institutions in Korea raised funds to
help representatives from developing and struggling
countries attend the 2016 World Assembly and
conference. I applied for Haiti and – drum roll—it was one
of the countries selected for a generous travel award.
How kind it was for our Korean colleagues to raise funds
for this wonderful purpose. Let’s all be sure to thank them
when we get to Korea.
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS: In collaboration with
other organizations, like the Consultative Group on Early
Childhood Care and Education and UNICEF, your World
OMEP and National Committee leaders have worked
tireless during the last two years to ensure that young
children were a visible priority in the UN Sustainable
Development Goals for 2015 – 2030. Although we did not
get everything we wished for, we have, at long last,
secured a global goal relating to early childhood: SDG
Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning for all.
Target 4.2: By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys
have access to quality early childhood development,
care and pre-primary education so that they are ready for
primary education
Target 4.2 indicators:
4.2.1: Percentage of children, under 5 years of
age, who are developmentally on track in health, learning
and psychosocial well-being
4.2.2: Participation rate in organized learning (1 year
before official primary entry age) for all courtise
Pia Britto, Senior Advisor, UNICEF Early Childhood
Development Section, sent these words of appreciation to
OMEP and other organizations that contributed to this
positive outcome:
This is a historic moment for young children, because
no more can the world hide from facing the situation
of their development. Gone if the era of proxy
indicators and the myth that child development
cannot be measured at a population level. Now we
will be able track real change in young child outcomes
beyond access, for all children.
Congratulations to the community in accomplishing
this mammoth task. A huge debt of gratitude to each
of you for the role you have played in making this
dream a reality.
With my utmost appreciation,
Pia
Hurrah and many thanks to all who helped in this effort.
NEW BOOK AVAILABLE ON WORLD OMEP WEBSITE: A new
book entitled, Education for Sustainable Development in
Page 2
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the Early Years is available for download in PDF form at this
address:
http://www.worldomep.org/wpcontent/uploads/2013/12/combined_ESD_book.pdf

Judith T. Wagner, Ph.D.
OMEP Regional Vice President, North American and
Caribbean

News…
… from Quebec
February 18th I attended a conference organised by
Famille Point Québec and the Société de recherche en
orientation humaine (www.sroh.org). Three of our
members participated
as speakers ; Johanne April,
Christiane Bourdages-Simpson and Hélène Larouche
shared information and viewpoints on how the different
living environments of children can ensure the consistency
needed for global development. This conference can be
seen
on
the
following
website
www.famillepointquebec.com .
The FamillePointQuébec organisation publishes the
Familléduc magazine and the Société de recherche en
orientation humaine publishes the Psychologie préventive
magazine which focused on the educational mission of
kindergarten in issue 48 which came out recently.
Ginette Beauséjour
Quebec representative to OMEP-Canada

Last October, was held in Saguenay, a convention hosted
by Nikanite, the Centre of First Nations, Université du
Québec à Chicoutimi, under the theme Perseverance
and Academic Achievement for First Peoples. Madeleine
Baillargeon and Denise Doyon represented OMEPCanada, and offered a workshop titled The Toy Library, a
Tool for Development Upstream from Academic Success.
The workshop is described in the Summaries of
Presentations of the convention as follows.
“The Canadian National Committee of the World
Organization for Early Childhood Education (OMEP)
defends the rights of children, including education and
play. The latter is essential to the development, learning,
and physical and mental well-being of children. In this
perspective, OMEP-Canada has been active in the
creation and support of toy libraries in Latin America, in
Africa, and in one Aboriginal Nation of Quebec. Flexible,
inexpensive and simple to manage structure, the toy
library offers excellent tools for informal learning, value
education, psychosocial prevention and integral
Winter 2016
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development. Two recent toy library projects, in Africa
and in one Aboriginal community here in Quebec, will be
presented. The African project aimed at providing
underprivileged children with an environment where they
can play safely with materials conducive to promoting
various aspects of development. In Quebec, it was to
complete a service proposal for children who are left to
themselves outside of school hours. In both cases, the
approach was community-based and sought to involve
parents and community members in a venue favourable
to the creation of bonds between children and
generations. We will describe the stages of formation,
creation and sustainability of toy libraries, as well as the
successes and pitfalls encountered, wishing to trigger
interest in another community to a similar project. ”
Madeleine Baillargeon, Vice-President of OMEP-Canada
Denise Doyon, Chair of the Newsletter Committee

…from Ontario
Resources for francization in a minority environment
To cultivate the linguistic skills and taste to express oneself
in French in a minority environment still remains a
challenge in many school environments in the country. To
this effect, several initiatives are offered at national level
to help instructors discover the best practices to succeed.
For example, the ACELF (Canadian Association of French
language education) exercises outstanding leadership in
education to strengthen the vitality of Francophone
communities across the country. With its wide variety of
resources,
it
facilitates
exchanges
between
Francophones, promotes ideas from recent researches,
and offers exemplary training courses and conferences.
They support the youth, the different partners in the
educational environment, in short, the different
Francophone, Francophile and Allophone actors to
discover, train and live fully their Francophone identity.
In

consulting

their

different

sites

on

www.acelf.ca

you will find:
www.acelf.bap
www.acelf.revue
www.acelf.perfectionnement and many others.

Another non-profit site is Fous de lire (FousDeLire.ca).

young people from kindergarten to the twelfth year from
minority communities. Fruit of a large scale selection and
analysis project, each work is accompanied by a
descriptive sheet. The latter explains how it can maintain
the student within the educational plan while developing
his/her pleasure to read and his/her learning of the
language.

	
  
Élodil (Éveil au Langage et Ouverture à la Diversité
Linguistique [Awakening to language and opening to the
linguistic diversity]), suggests to the staff of the pre-school
and primary education educational activities that
facilitate the awakening to language and opening to
linguistic diversity. This site also includes guides and
educational videos, a bibliography with fact sheets of
youth literature uses, articles and documentation in
addition to the useful links www.elodil.umontreal.ca
Chez Madame Hélène is another site of non-profit
educational resources, intended for people who work
with children of preschool age. It contains articles,
activities, tools, photos and Pinterest pins dealing with
various subjects such as francization, observation and
documentation, child development, songs and illustrated
nursery rhymes and many others. These resources have
been tested and validated with children who have
learned while playing. www.chezmadamehelene.com
Good research!
Hélène Pouliot-Cleare
Ontario Representative
helenepouliotcleareh@gmail.com
www.chezmadamehelene.com

Events
March 31 to April 3, 2016, San José, Costa Rica
Global Summit on Childhood under the theme Creating a
better World for Children and Youth Through Sustainability,
Social Innovation, and Synergy
Regular Registration Closes: 17 March 2016
Information: www.acei.org/programsevents/summit.html#childhoodsummit
If you plan to add a few extra days to your trip to Costa
Rica, contact ACEI’s approved Tour Group Destination
Management Company (DMC) for information.
April 4-6, 2016, Washington, D.C., USA
Child Care Aware of America Symposium 2016
Celebrate milestones in the child care community
Information:
usa.childcareaware.org/2016/02/symposium2016/

It provides a directory of more than 900 works adapter for
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May 5-6, 2016, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
3e Colloque international en éducation: enjeux actuels et
futurs de la formation et de la profession enseignante
Information: colloque.crifpe.ca

November 25-26, 2016, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
35e congrès de l’AÉPQ under the theme: Naviguer sur les
différences
Information: www.aepq.ca

May 5-7, 2016, Canterbury, England
OMEP Regional Conference 2016 under the theme The
Place of the Child in the 21st Century Society
Information:
www.worldomep.org/fr/omep-2016-omepeuropean-regional-conference

May 9-12, 2017, Auckland, New Zealand
World Forum on Early Care and Education
worldforumfoundation.org

May 5-7, 2016, Richmond, British Columbia, Canada
ECEBC’S 45th Annual Conference : The Riffle Effect:
Continuing the Journey through our Ethical Practices
Information: ecebc.ca/events/index.html
May 9-13, 2016, Montreal, Quebec, Canada
84th conference of Association francophone pour le savoir
(ACFAS) under the theme Points de rencontre
Information: www.acfas.ca
Du 16 au 26 mai 2016, Quebec, Canada
Semaine des services de garde en milieu scolaire du
Québec under the theme Un allié à la réussite
Information: www.asgemsq.qc.ca
May 28, 2016, All over the World
World Play day
May 30 - June 3, 2016, Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Congress 2016 of the Humanities and Social Sciences
under the theme Energizing communities
information: www.csa-scc.ca/conference
July 4-8, 2016, Seoul, Korea
68th OMEP World Assembly and International Conference
under the theme Transforming Early Childhood Systems for
Future Generations
Information: www.omep2016.org
During this conference, our president, Ms Christiane
Bourdages-Simpson will be hosting a symposium to be
held in French under the conference theme.
August 31 - September 3, 2016, Dublin, Ireland
26th Conference of the European Early Childhood
Education Research Association (EECERA) under the
theme Happiness, Relationships, Emotion & Deep Level
Learning
9th May : formal confirmation of acceptance of papers
14th July: final date for cancellation with refund
Information: www.eecera2016.org
November 2-5, 2016, Los Angeles, California, USA
NAEYC’s 2016 Annual Conference & Expo
information: www.naeyc.org/conference/
November 7-11, 2016, Port-au-Prince, Haiti
The Caribbean Regional Conference of Psychology 2016
under the theme Promoting Caribbean Health with
Multiculturalism and Multilingualism: Challenges and
Opportunities
Call for Submissions:
http://www.crcp2016.org/index.php/submissions
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From our bookshelf
Childhood Education, Volume 92, Issue 1, 2016
www.tandfonline.com/toc/uced20/current
Childhood Explorer, Fall 2015, Vol. 2, Issue 4
Exploring the Lives of Children Worldwide, Association for
Childhood Education International
www.acei.org/sites/default/files/stories/stories/childhoode
xplorersummer2015.swf
Early Years Bulletin, Autumn 2015, vol. 3, no 1
issue.com/acei/eybfall2015
ECDVU News -2015/16
Early Childhood Development Virtual University
School of Child & Youth Care, University of Victoria
www.ecdvu.org
Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, Volume 36,
Issue 4, 2015
www.tandfonline.com/toc/ujec20/current
Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Volume 29,
No. 4
January-March 2016
www.acei.org/research-round-up/volume-29-no-4
Psychologie préventive, Numéro 48
La maternelle entre scolarisation et socialisation
Dossier: La mission éducative de la maternelle
Larouche, Hélène, Johanne April et Monica Boudreau,
Entre socialisation et scolarisation, quelle est la mission
éducative de la maternelle?, p. 3-10.
April, Johanne, Hélène Larouche et Monica Boudreau, La
mission éducative de la maternelle vue par de futures
enseignantes, p. 11-23.
Information: www.sroh.org/index.php/revue
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 54, nº 1 / hiver 2016
Dossier: Les enfants à haut potentiel
Young Children, November 2015, Vol. 70, No. 5
The Team Behind the Tacher
www.naeyc.org/yc/currentissue
Boutiller, Claire (2015). La bientraitance éducative dans
l’accueil des jeunes enfants. Dunod, 176 p.
Conseil supérieur de l’éducation (2016). Mémoire du
Conseil supérieur de l’éducation dans le cadre de la
consultation publique en matière de lutte contre la
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pauvreté et l’exclusion sociale. Février.
Dans les priorités proposées, on note la petite enfance et
la scolarité obligatoire, puis les adultes faibles lecteurs.

mères et les pères d'enfants de 6 mois à 5 ans tirées de
l'enquête La violence familiale dans la vie des enfants du
Québec, 2012 :

Direction des statistiques de santé - ISQ
Zoom santé: La violence vécue par les Québécois avant
l’âge de 16 ans et la santé à l’âge adulte: quels sont les
liens?
http://www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/statistiques/sante/zoomsante.html

• l'indice de stress lié à la conciliation des obligations
familiales et extrafamiliales;
• la consommation à risque d'alcool;
• la consommation de drogues.

Feyfant, Annie (2015). Apprentissage des nombres et
opérations: les données du problème. Dossier de la veille
de l’IFÉ, no 102.
http://ife.enslyon.fr/vst/DA/detailsDossier.php?parent=accueil&dossier
=102&lang=fr
Filion, Rolande (2015). Le système ESAR: Pour analyser,
classifier les jeux et aménager des espaces. Revu et
augmenté. Québec: À la page.

De plus, les données portant sur le taux de faible revenu
selon la Mesure du panier de consommation chez les
enfants de 0 à 5 ans ont été révisées et mises à jour. Enfin,
la nomenclature de classement des indicateurs a été
modifiée.
La Vitrine de la petite enfance (0-5 ans) résulte de travaux
rendus possibles grâce à la Fondation Lucie et André
Chagnon….
http://www.bdso.gouv.qc.ca/docsken/vitrine/0_5_ans/index.html
Marinova, Krasimira (2014). L’intervention éducative au
préscolaire. Un modèle de pédagogie du jeu. Presses de
l’Université du Québec, 186 pages. Livre numérique
enrichi.
Michaud, N. & Léger, M. T. (2015). Recension des écrits :
Pratiques et interventions à la petite enfance favorisant la
réussite scolaire. Moncton, Nouveau-Brunswick : Centre
de recherche et de développement en éducation,
Université de Moncton.
OECD (2015). Starting strong iv. Monitoring Quality in Early
Childhood Education and Care : Paris : OECD Editions.
OECD (2015). Education at a Glance 2015. OECD
indicators. Paris: OECD Editions.

Gaussel, Marie (2015). Lire pour apprendre, lire pour
comprendre . Dossier de veille de l'IFÉ, 101
On line : http://ife.enslyon.fr/vst/DA/detailsDossier.php?parent-accueil&dossier101&lang-fr
Gouvernement du Québec, Ministère de l'Éducation, de
l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche (2015).
Statistiques de l'éducation - Éducation préscolaire,
enseignement primaire et secondaire - Édition 2014.
(Rapport 15 -00281). Québec, Québec : Gouvernement
du Québec Ministère de l'Éducation, de l’Enseignement
supérieur et de la Recherche.
Gouvernement du Québec Ministère de l'Éducation, de
l’Enseignement supérieur et de la Recherche (2015).
Indicateurs de l'éducation - Éducation préscolaire,
enseignement primaire et secondaire - Édition 2014.
(Rapport
15-00064). Québec, Québec : Gouvernement
du Québec Ministère de l'Éducation, de l’Enseignement
supérieur et de la Recherche.
L'Institut de la statistique du Québec publie aujourd’hui,
sur la Vitrine de la petite enfance, de nouvelles données
sur l'environnement familial des enfants de 0-5 ans.

Prioletta, J. (2015). Gender and Early Childhood
Education: A Critical Feminist Analysis of Teacher Practice
and Preschool Play in Montreal Schools. Mémoire de
maîtrise inédit, McGill University, Montréal, Québec.
UNESCO (2015). Rethinking Education: Towards a Global
Common Goal? Paris: UNESCO Editions.
UNESCO (2015). A Wake-up Call. El Nino impact on
children. November.
www.unicef.org/media/files/WAKE_UP_CALL_EL_Nino_UNI
CEF_Report_FINAL.pdf
An estimated 11 million children are at risk from hunger,
disease and lack of water in eastern and southern Africa
as a result of a strengthening El Niño, which is also causing
droughts and floods in parts of Asia, the Pacific and Latin
America, UNICEF warned today in a press release and
briefing note.
www.unicef.org/media/files/WAKE_UP_CALL_EL_Nino_UNI
CEF_Report_FINAL.pdf

UNICEF (2015). For Every Child, a Fair Chance: The Promise
of Equity. November, 44 p.,
ISBN 978-92-806-4817-1.

On y trouve maintenant des statistiques concernant les
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OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in January,
June and October. We expect your news by
beginning of May for the next issue. Please send them
preferably by e-mail to:
Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and in c.c. to
omep-canada@videotron.ca
Thank you to Gabriella Vitos and to Nancy Green for
English translations and revisions, to Ginette
Beauséjour for the pictures of the General Meeting, to
Madeleine Baillargeon for her great collaboration to
the preparation of this issue. Tanks to Mylène Gauthier
for the page-setting.
Denise Doyon, chair of the Newsletter Committee.
OMEP-Canada’s mailing address:
390 Grande Allée ouest, app. 33
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6
E-mail: omep-canada@videotron.ca
Websites:
OMEP: http://www.worldomep.org (English, French,
Spanish)
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org
Facebook (English/French):
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADAOrganisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducationPréscolaire/16311904

Page 7

Winter 2016

Volume 45, No. 1

OMEP-CANADA 	
  

