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Dear OMEP-Canada members, 
On November 20, 2014, during our General 
Meeting, I presented a report comparing 
the action plan submitted to the previous 
General Meeting and the actions 
effectively achieved since November 2012. 
For the benefit of those who could not join 
us then, this column will concern this report 
and will end by introducing the new Board 
members elected on this occasion. 
In 2012, we had planned to increase the 
number of our members. In 2014, we rather 
achieved to maintain it; however, we 
noticed larger member diversity originating 
from different provinces as well as new 
student and associative members. We also 
have a larger number of retired members, 
i.e. nearly half of our individual members, 
who faithfully renew their membership after 
retiring. The recruitment issue keeps being 
crucial since our income essentially 
depends on our membership fee. 
Therefore, I appeal to those of you who 
haven’t renewed yet your membership for 
2015 to do it without delay. You may also all 
contribute by recruiting new members from 
among your colleagues, students or any 
other persons interested in the education of 
young children. 
In 2012, we announced that we would 
continue the work to have OMEP-Canada 
recognised as a charity organization by the 
Canada Revenue Agency. We rather had 
to put our energy on a preliminary step, i.e. 
prepare a continuance request to 
Corporations Canada to comply with the 
new Canada Not-for-Profit Corporations 
Act. Modifications to our Constitution and a 
special resolution were submitted for 
consultation and were adopted by the 
General Meeting. The requested 
documents were then sent to Corporations 
Canada from which we actually received 
the full-fledged continuance certificate. 
Therefore, we now have everything 
needed to resume working and making a 
request to the Revenue Agency. 
Keeping in touch and supporting the toy 
library we contributed to establish in 
Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
was planned for in 2012. We actually kept 
following up from a distance, and a Belgian 
colleague reported about her visit on-site 
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at the toy librarian and our local partner, 
Association for the Family (AFA). 
Unfortunately, because of a relocation 
issue, the toy library is accessible on 
Saturdays only, in a classroom to be 
reorganised each time. We thanked our 
Belgian colleague, Françoise Geylen, by 
putting her on our member list. 
In 2012, we had also planned to keep 
supporting the African toy librarians met in 
2011. We did keep communicating from a 
distance, and the Board voted a $500 gift 
to OMEP-Ivory Coast for its toy library and 
other related projects. Contrarily to what 
was said at the General Meeting, this 
amount has not been sent, since the 
president of OMEP-Ivory Coast declined the 
offer because the future of the toy library 
has been deemed as compromised. 
Establishing a toy library in Opitciwan was 
part of our 2012 action plan. This project 
actually took place first by supporting the 
grant proposal submitted to CTRQ by the 
Quebec Opitciwan Atikamekw community, 
and by creating a partnership with this 
community. In 2013, after selecting and 
buying the material, and following the 
training mission, the Cecekon toy library 
was created and highly attended. In 2014, 
we learned that it had been closed and we 
regretfully suspended the follow-up mission 
planned from the beginning. We 
nevertheless let the project be known by 
including it in a poster presented at the 
OMEP World Conference held in Ireland, in 
July 2014. 
Thank you to Rolande Filion for her relentless 
involvement in all these toy library initiatives. 
In 2012, helping the library of the Normal 
School for kindergarten teachers of Port-au-
Prince, Haiti, after the 2010 earthquake, 
was still part of our action plan. I did not 
participate in its opening launch, as 
planned, but boxes of books were sent to 
the library together with materials for a new 
kindergarten in Camp Perrin. This latter 
collaboration is still ongoing. I therefore call 
on you, especially for materials and books 
in French you may send directly to Ms 
Perpétue Sulney, Leonard de Vinci High 
school, 7575 19th Avenue Montreal, QC. 
H2A 2M2 (Please let her know ahead by e-
mail: perp52@hotmail.com) 
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OMEP  World Assembly and Conference in Washington, 
DC, July 27 – August 1, 2015 at the famous Omni 
Shoreham Hotel:  OMEP-USA continues to plan what 
promises to be a fabulous World Assembly and 
Conference in the nation’s capital, one of America’s most 
interesting and vibrant cities.  The Conference Planning 
Committee expects to welcome nearly 1,000 participants 
from many parts of the world and is especially looking 
forward to receiving guests from Canada and Haiti in our 
own region. 

General information about the conference, including 
conference fees and deadlines can be found at these 
two sites:  

http://www.omep-usa.org/worldconference2015/ 
http://www.omep-

usa.org/OMEPWorldConference2015/ 
 

The early registration deadline is March 27 2015. 

Information about the Call for Papers can be found at this 
site: http://www.omep-usa.org/callforpapers/ 
 
The deadline for submitting proposals is February 27, 2015. 
 
The conference venue will be the historic Omni Shoreham 
Hotel, which is offering an amazing rate for attendees, 
especially considering typical hotel costs in Washington. 
 
OMEP-USA cordially invites OMEP members and friends 
from Canada to the 2015 conference. 
 
OMEP’S ADVOCACY FOR THE POST-2015 GOALS: OMEP 
continues to work diligently with other organizations 
around the world to ensure that young children are a 
visible priority in the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) for 2015-2030.  This is crucial because the SDGs will 
drive global spending and program priorities for the next 
15 years.  They will replace, or more accurately, build 
upon the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for 2000-
2015, which have, in fact, bring significant improvements 
to children in many parts of the world. For example, many 
countries have reported impressive decreases in infant 
mortality rates, as well as improvements in child survival 
beyond the 5th birthday during the last 15 years.   Many 
countries have also reported dramatic increases in the 
number of children, especially girls, attending primary 
school.  

You can find more information about the background for 
the SDGs at 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/topics/sustainable
developmentgoals.  The specific SDG Goals and Targets 
can be found at 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgsproposal. 
 
OMEP has been focusing most of our attention to Goal 4, 
especially 4.2. Goal 4 reads: Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and promote life-long 
learning opportunities for all.  Section 4.2 reads:  By 2030 

Among other 2012-2014 achievements, we highlighted our 
new website, which Jean-Yves Lévesque accepted to be 
responsible for up-dating, as well as the reactivation of a 
Facebook account by Rolande Filion. Nancy Green 
proposed herself to translate it into English. The renewal of 
the Newsletter and the contributions of Denise Doyon, 
president of the Newsletter Committee, and of Mylène 
Gauthier to the page setting were also highlighted. The 
digital design and e-mail sending allow for more pictures 
and colours, as well as saving time and money. Thank you 
all those involved! 
The report also mentioned the four annual Board 
meetings, representations and participations in World 
Assemblies held in Shanghai, 2013, and Cork, 2014, as well 
as in ACEI Conference and OMEP-USA activities in 
Vancouver, 2014, and AEPQ Conferences in Nicolet, 2012, 
Levis, 2013, and Boucherville, 2014. Finally, other visibility 
activities have been reported, such as press releases on 
different international days, and the OMEP page in Revue 
préscolaire. Thanks to AEPQ for this free space! 
Elections of the Executive Committee and Board 
members were also part of the General Meeting. OMEP-
Canada happens to have an important challenge to 
face, i.e. to fill the position of president. This is another item 
of the action plan discussed by the new Board during its 
first meeting in January. To see the complete list of people 
elected, you can read the minutes of the General 
Meeting, but I take pleasure in welcoming two 
newcomers: Christine Pérusset, secretary, and Nancy 
Green, officer, who already began contributing by 
translating some of our papers. I also highlight that the 
positions of Atlantic and Pacific representative are yet to 
be filled. Notice to interested parties. 
Finally, on November 20, you were also invited to a dinner-
conference. Over thirty persons participated, including 
some new members recruited then, and who highly 
appreciated the conference “Making learning visible” 
given by our guest speaker, Ms Sheryl Smith Gilman. In 
summary, it was a big hit. 
Year 2015 is now well on its way. May it be happy and 
satisfying! 
 

Madeleine Baillargeon, vice-president 
omep-canada@videotron.ca 

 

World Assembly meeting in Cork, Ireland, 2014 
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ensure that all girls and boys have access to quality early 
childhood development, care and pre-primary education 
so that they are ready for primary education. 
Along with other organizations we have been stressing the 
importance of a holistic approach to early education, 
rather than a narrower view of early childhood education 
and care simply as preparation for “real” school and as a 
way to teach life skills for success later in life. 
 
It is important for OMEP member throughout our region to 
encourage their UN representatives, as well as other high-
level policy makers and those who influence them to 
remember that children have a right to develop to their 
full potential and a right to education.  It is also good to 
remind them than scientific data from many fields, 
including economics, consistently support early childhood 
development as one of the wisest, if not the wisest, 
investment any society can make. 
 
The World OMEP website regularly posts position papers 
and information about how to participate in advocacy 
around these post-2015 goals.  Let’s all raise our voices, 
write letters, send information to local media now while 
we can still have some influence on the final version of the 
SDGs which will be voted on by the UN General Assembly 
in September. 
 
OMEP EVENT AT THE UN: Under the leadership of OMEP’s 
Main Representative at the United Nations, Dr. Maria Pia 
Belloni, OMEP and the UN Committee on Migration 
continue to provide information about the needs of 
young children living in refugee camps by producing 
position papers and hosting meetings and events.  For 
example, on February 4, OMEP was a co-sponsor of a Side 
Event during the 53rd meeting of the Commission on Social 
Development.  The title of the event was   Giving 
Childhood Back to Children in Refugee Camps.  The event 
was very well attended.  Among the participants was 
Anne-Christine Eriksson, Deputy Director of the United 
Nations High Commission on Refugees.  The program and 
a summary of Director Eriksson’s comments can be found 
on the World OMEP Website 
(http://www.worldomep.org/en/). 
 
During the event, OMEP and several other organizations 
became co-sponsors of a series of recommendations 
developed by the Committee on Migration regarding the 
treatment, care, and education of children in refugee 
camps.  These recommendations can also be found on 
the World OMEP Website 
(http://www.worldomep.org/en/). 
 
Wishing all OMEP members and friends a quick start to a 
beautiful spring. 
 
Warmly, 
 

Judith 
 

Judith T. Wagner 
World OMEP Deputy President 

Vice President for North America and Caribbean 
jwagner@whittier.edu 

 
 

News 
 
…from Quebec 
 
Omep-Canada has accepted the invitation of the Aga 
Khan Foundation Canada and the embassy of the 
Kingdom of Norway to an event on December 10th to 
celebrate the awarding of the Nobel Prize for Peace to 
Kailash Satyarthi and Malala Yousafzai for their 
achievements in the areas of education for girls and the 
rights of children. 

 I assisted as member of the board of directors to the 
following activities: 

• Viewing the prominent moments of the awards 
ceremony of the Nobel Prize for Peace in Oslo 

• A discussion about the education of girls between 
Sally Armstrong, author and award-winning journalist, 
Lauryn Oates, activist for human rights, and Noorin 
Nazari, also and activist for the rights of women and 
girls. 

I invite you to read Moi Malala (Me Malala) published by 
Calmann-Lévy, the deeply moving story of an exiled 
family because of terrorism. The story of a father who, 
against all odds, has founded schools; of brave parents 
who, in a society where the boys are kings, have shown 
an immense love for their daughter and have 
encouraged her to be educated, to write, to denounce 
the unsustainable, and to ask, for all and all, the access to 
knowledge. 

Ginette Beauséjour 
Quebec Representative 

 
 

… from the Prairies 

Healthy Start  

«Healthy Start is a bilingual initiative developed in 
Saskatchewan that increases healthy eating and physical 
activity opportunities in early learning environments. 

Through a partnership of organisations led by the Réseau 
Santé en français de la Saskatchewan (Saskatchewan 
Network for Health Services in French) with funding from 
the Public Health Agency of Canada, Healthy Start is a 
new approach that engages directors, educators, cooks 
and parents, providing resources, training and ongoing 
support. 

Early learning and childcare centres and prekindergarten 
programs across Saskatchewan and Brunswick are 
participating. »   
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For more information please consult our website at: 
www.healthystartkids.ca 

Group Triple P 
 
What is the course 
Group Triple P is a broad-based parenting intervention 
delivered over eight weeks for parents of children up to 12 
years old who are interested in learning a variety of 
parenting skills. Parents may be interested in promoting 
their child’s development and potential or they may have 
concerns about their child’s behavioural problems. The 
program involves four (2 hour) group sessions of up to 12 
parents. Parents actively participate in a range of 
exercises to learn about the causes of child behaviour 
problems, setting specific goals, and using strategies to 
promote child development, manage misbehaviour and 
plan for high-risk situations. Then there are three (15 to 30 
minute) individual telephone consultations to assist 
parents with independent problem solving while they are 
practicing the skills at home. The group then re-convenes 
to review progress, discuss maintenance and 
generalization issues and complete final assessments. 

Families suitable for the course. 
Parents or caregivers who benefit from Group Triple P are 
those who have concerns about their child’s mild to 
moderate level of behavioural problems or simply wish to 
prevent behaviour problems from developing. Parents 
who have completed lower-level interventions and have 
not achieved the goals they want, may benefit from a 
Group Triple P intervention. They usually want to learn a 
variety of parenting skills to apply to multiple contexts. 
Parents need to be able to commit to the whole eight 
sessions.  

Liliana Sulikowska-Klebec 
Prairies Representative 

 
…from World Play Day 
 
Each year, OMEP-Canada reminds its members about 
four world days, including World Play Day (WPD) created 
by the International Toy Library Association (ITLA), which is 
held the last Saturday of the month of May. This year, on 
May 30, 2015, all children, adolescents and adults will be 
invited to play together, in family or between friends, and 
this, on all continents. This is a day where dialogue about 
play favours parent-child relationships, intergenerational 
and cultural relationships; a day where the pleasure to 
play is valued. 

Please check with toy librarians, libraries, schools and 
municipalities near you in order to join the festivities. For 
example, the toy library of Sainte-Foy in Quebec City, 
which celebrates this day inside and outside of the Sainte-
Foy Arena, brought together last year 9,000 people, who 
played all day with games for all ages and sometimes 
very original. 

 

 
Marc Duval’s (General patente) creation 

Rolande Filion 
OMEP-Canada Board Officer 

 
 

...from OMEP France 
During a trip to France in November 2014, I had the 
chance to be received by the president of OMEP France, 
Mrs Daniele Perruchon.  In addition to visiting schools, we 
have participated to a benefit show for the section of 
Oise of OMEP France, in the region of Saint-Martin-
Longueau, a suburb of Paris.  The president and the vice-
president of the section, Mrs Antonelli and Mrs Bernard 
have hosted more than 120 people, most of them being 
volunteer partners of the community involved in various 
projects carried out by this section.   

OMEP Oise is very active at Ndiaganiao in Senegal, Africa.  
Sponsored by the members of the community, several 
projects have emerged since 1999: 

· "Children-artists together about the rights of 
children"  

· "The trunk of books"  
· "The right to read for all" 
· "The right to early childhood education" 

Since 2009, several construction projects have also been 
carried out: 
Construction of a centre for educational documentation 
Construction of two classrooms for the day care-school 
Construction of a toilet block and of a kitchen 

You may consult the website through the following link 
http://www.lasemaine.org/la-semaine-en-quelques-clics 

I thank the President of OMEP France for her availability. 
What a pleasure to meet with involved and passionate 
people! 

 
Christiane Bourdages-Simpson 
OMEP-Canada Board Officer 
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Colleagues from OMEP-France, President D. Perruchon, 
center 

 

Events 
 
March, 6 - 22, Canada 

Semaine nationale de la francophonie (National 
Francophony Week) under the theme La joie de vivre: ça 
nous rassemble! 

Information: acelf.ca/snf 

March 8-13, 2015, Washington, D.C., USA 

Comparative and International Education Society 59th 
Annual Conference 

Information: 
convention2.allacademic.com/one/cies/cies15/ 

March 9, 2015 

Webinar: when children speak more than one language 

Best Start Resource Centre by Health Nexus, Ontario, 
Canada 

Information: 
 en.beststart.org/event/webinar-when-children-speak-
more-than-one-language 

March 11-14, 2015, Rotorua, New Zealand 

Working Forum on Design and Nature: Designing Inspiring 
and Effective Spaces for Children 

Information:  
www.worldfoundation.org/get-involved/design2015/ 

April 30 to May 2, 2015, Richmond, BC, Canada 

Strengthening Connections Through Our Cultures and 
Practices 

ECEBC’s (Early Childhood Educators of British Columbia) 
44th Annual Conference 

Information: www.ecebc.ca 

May 22-24, 2015, Rethymnon, Crete, Greece 

International Conference on Literacy under the theme 
Literacy in a changing World: New Challenges in 
Education 

Information: web.edc.uoc.gr/~eegg/index.php/en/ 

May 25-29, 2015, Rimouski, Quebec, Canada 

ACFAS Conference under the theme Sortir des sentiers 
battus (Getting off the beaten track) 

Within the conference some symposia are specifically 
related to early childhood education. 

Information: www.acfas.ca 

May 27, 2015, Lyon, France 

Lieux d’accueil enfants-parents dans quatre pays 

Registration deadline: May 15, 2015 

 
May 30, Everywhere in the world 

World Play Day 

information: www.alf-ludotheques.org 

• See Rolande Filion’s text in News 

May 31- June 3, 2015, Québec, QC, Canada 

Congrès international des études sur le travail et l’emploi 
under the theme: « Conciliation travail-famille et 
temporalités sociales: de nouveaux enjeux du « care » 
dans un contexte de crise? » 

June 11-12, 2015, Metz, France 

Apprentissage du langage oral à l’école maternelle. 
Regards croisés sur un corpus homogène. 

Information: 
 http://oralmaternelle-
espe.event.univ.lorraine.fr/cremoral_appel.php 

 

June 17-19, 2015, Halifax, N. S., Canada 

Pathways to Resilience III: Beyond Nature vs. Nature 

Information : rrc@dal.ca 

June 29 - July 2, 2015, Gothenburg, Sweden 

8e  WEEC-World Environmental Education Congress, under 
the theme Planet and People - how can they develop 
together? 

Deadline Early Bird : March 31, 2015 

Information: www.weec2015.org 

July 2 - 4, 2015, Patras, Greece 

Colloque du RIFEFF (Réseau international francophone des 
établissements de formation des formateurs) under the 
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theme Mieux former les enseignants dans la 
francophonie: principaux enjeux actuels et futurs 

Information: colloque2015.rifeff.org 

July 6-9, 2015, Tel Aviv, Israel 

6th International Conference on Disabilities under the 
theme Unity & Diversity in action 

Information: eng-conf.beitissie.org.il 

July 27-August 1, 2015, Washington, D.C., USA 

2015 OMEP 67th OMEP World Assembly (July 27-28) and 
Early Childhood Pathways to Sustainability  international 
conference (July 30-August 1). EduTours to early 
childhood programs, July 29. 

Early registration deadline: March 27, 2015       

Full registration deadline: May 15, 2015 

Information: 
http://www.omep-usa.org/worldconference2015/ 
 
 
November 18-21, 2015, Orlando, Fl, USA 
NAEYC 2015 Annual Conference & Expo 
Information: www.naeyc.org/conference/ 
 

 
From our bookshelf 
 
International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 46, 
Number 3, 2014 
Special Issue: Negotiations of Gender in Early Childhood 
Settings 
Guests Editors: Anette Hellman and Mia Heikkilä 

Revue préscolaire, Vol. 52, No 4 / Fall 2014 
Special on Cooperation a trend or a way of being? (La 
coopération, une mode ou un mode de vie? 

Childhood Education, September/October 2014, Vol. 90, 
no. 5 
Educating Children in the New Millennium, Part 2; 
Childhood: Creativity and the Finland example; An 
education Plan from British Columbia, Canada; Education 
and Child Labor: Brickfield Schools of India; Preserving 
indigenous Languages; Computer Technology in New 
Millennium Classrooms. 

Childhood Education, November/December 2014, Vol. 90, 
no. 6 
Children as Rights-Holders; Educating Tanzanian Children; 
Challenges for Education in Zimbabwe; Balancing School 
Readiness; Conceptual Understanding of Exploration; 
Vocabulary Instruction for Diverse Learners; An Emotional 
Intelligence Program: Diary of Anne Frank. 

Young Children, November 2014, Vol. 69, No. 5 

Nutrition and Fitness for All Young Children 

Rayna, Sylvie, Catherine Bouve et Pierre Moisset (dir.) 
(2014). Un curriculum pour un accueil de qualité de la 
petite enfance. Éditions Érès, 352 pages. 

A Cold Wind Blows: Aboriginal ECD in British Columbia, 
Canada  

“ Last week, the British Columbia Aboriginal Child Care 
Society released "A Cold Wind Blows," a report that traces 
the path the B.C. and Canadian Federal governments 
have taken to close what they call "the gap in life 
chances" between Aboriginal children and other children 
in Canada through early childhood care and 
development (ECCD) programs.  The report underscores 
the promise and potential of high quality ECCD 
programming in combating Aboriginal child poverty and 
inequality.” 
Source: ACEI Global Newsletter, February 2015 
 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University of 
Toronto 
Early Childhood Education Report 2014: It’s time for 
Preschool 
“It measures provincial and territorial performance based 
on different criteria including investments in early 
education and child care program and children’s access. 
It also compares Canada’s results to other developed 
economies.” 
www.oise.utoronto.ca/atkinson/ 
 
 
The Muttart Foundation and Dr. Rachel Langford (2014). 
Advancing the Education Preparation and Professional 
Development of Alberta’s Early Learning and Care 
Workforce 
“The Muttart Foundation has prepared the current 
discussion paper (and summary report) to begin the 
process of rethinking how the Alberta early childhood 
education and care workforce might best be developed 
to meet the needs of children and their families…” 
www.muttart.org/reports/early-childhood/ab 
 
 
Canada’s Public Policy Forum (2014). Building Leaders. 
Early Childhood Development in Indigenous Communities. 
Research paper, November.  
“…Synthesising the more detailed research, the discussion 
paper is a concise backgrounder for a series of 
roundtable discussions that the Forum will conserve to 
explore challenges and opportunities for improving ECD 
across First Nations, Inuit, and Metis Communities.” 
www.ppforum.ca/publications/november-14-2014-
building-leaders-early-childhood-development-
indigenous-communities 
 
Report Card on Child and Family Poverty in Canada. Child 
poverty, 25 years later: we Can fix this  
www.campaign2000.ca 
 
Public Health Ontario, Partners for Health. Evidence Brief: 
The Positive Impacts of Physical Activity on the Whole 
Child. 
www.publichealthontario.ca/en/eRepository/Physical-
Activity_Whole_Child_EB_2014.pdf 
 
 

Decoret, Raymonde Simard and Jean-Marie Bouchard, 
« L’expérience de la municipalité de Rimouski-Neigette 
pour favoriser la réussite de l’entrés scolaire des enfants: 


