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Last April 1st, it was with a great deal of pleasure that I accepted the interim presidency
of the Canadian committee of OMEP. I thank the members of the board of directors for
their confidence. I would also like to express all my gratitude to Madame
Madeleine Baillargeon, vice president, who is acting as my mentor and supporting me in
my task. Her vast experience with the dossiers, both nationally and internationally
provide me with a safety net that is most appreciated. I also wish to thank Madame
Mylène Gauthier who accepted to share her secretarial skills in order to help us format
the newsletter, update the membership list, complete forms and other tasks.
Following the modifications of the constitution and laws, from now on we must hold a
yearly General Assembly. For 2015, it will take place the 20th of November at the
Monique Corriveau library in Québec during Universal Children’s Day. In order to mix
business with pleasure, we are offering participants the opportunity to visit the library and
take part in a play activity in the toy library. I invite college and university professors who
would like their students to become familiar with this magnificent library to share this
invitation with their students. You will find all the details in this newsletter, on the OMEPCanada website as well as on the Facebook page.
In closing, I will represent OMEP-Canada at the World assembly in Washington July 27th
and 28th. The theme will be "Early Childhood Pathways to Sustainability”. Furthermore
OMEP-Canada will take part in a Symposium with our colleagues from France and Haïti
on the challenges we face, challenges that vary from one country to another. I invite
you to follow me on Facebook where I will share my daily favorite!
Christiane Bourdages-Simpson, Interim president
omep-canada@videotron.ca
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The Vice President for North America
and the Caribbean’s Column
CONGRATULATIONS, CHRISTIANE: First, I want to offer my
congratulations and appreciation to OMEP-Canada’s
new president, Christiane Bourdages-Simpson. I look
forward to working with Christiane and all members of
OMEP-Canada throughout my second term as Vice
President to enhance communication and coordination
between the three countries in our region.
MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVES: All three national chapters in our
region share the same challenge: our memberships are
small. But our organization has many virtues to help us
attract new members if we go about it creatively and
systematically.
HISTORY AND PUBLIC POLICY: OMEP’s history is a long and
admirable, but we have more than history to share with
potential new members. In recent years, OMEP has been
invited to the “grown up table.” 1 World OMEP’s visibility
and credibility as a leading voice for young children has
increased dramatically in such important global arenas as
the UN, UNICEF, and UNESCO.
We have forged
partnerships
with
several
prominent
international
organizations, with whom we have co-hosted high-level
national and international events. OMEP has been invited
to contribute to numerous position papers and to respond
to important policy initiatives, including the development
of the 2015-2030 UN Sustainable Development Goals, soon
to replace the 2000-2015 Millennium Development Goals.
We need to find good ways to communicate with our
members about OMEP’s efforts to pro-mote child- and
family-friendly policies at local, national, and international
levels.
EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (ESD): OMEP
is a global leader, if not the global leader, in Early
Childhood ESD. We need to do more to get our national
chapters involved in ESD re-search and pedagogical
projects. One easy way to start is with UN-sponsored
annual events, like International Day of Peace on
September 21, Global Handwashing Day on October 15,
and Universal Children’s Day on November 20.

and its president was named Outstanding Student
Organization President. Hands-on projects are the key to
the success of this student organization. This year, for
instance, OMEP-Whittier College held a film festival on
campus, organized a jog-a-thon for children’s charities,
helped out at a thrift store that supports a local shelter for
abused women and children, and submitted numerous
presentation proposals for the 2015 conference in
Washington DC. They also participated in the creation of
easily reproducible activities and materials for an
emotional support pilot project for a New York City Red
Cross Shelter.
Can you just imagine what we could do if we had student
organizations in each of our three countries? They could
get to know one another via skype and maybe they
could even work together on a project.
Then, our job would be to keep them interested and
involved in the organization after they graduate from
university. (That’s a challenge. U.S. has done a pretty
good job getting student chapters organized, but we
have not yet been as successful as we need to be at
keeping them involved after graduation.)
MEMBERSHIP AND OTHER AGENDA ITEMS FOR REGIONAL
MEETING IN JULY: I will be sure to include joint membership
initiatives on the agenda for the Regional Meeting to be
held during the World Assembly in Washington, DC. the
last week in July. I look forward to seeing many members
of OMEP-Canada at this meeting, which includes a
fantastic program and some fascinating site visits and
excursions. Registration is still open and some rooms in the
beautiful Omni Sheraton Hotel are still available, so please
visit the website to get all the details and to register:
http://www.omep-usa.org/worldconference2015/

Judith T. Wagner
Regional Vice President for North America and Caribbean
Deputy World President
jwagner@whittier.edu

1Perhaps a uniquely American expression. It refers to the old-days practice of having
children and adults sit at separate tables during holiday meals. Moving to the grownup table is an important right of passage in many families

What if the three national committees in our region were
to commit to celebrating these three important days and
sharing our successes on one another’s websites – or
creating a regional newsletter in December to showcase
what we accomplished in our region. Is OMEP-Canada
ready to say “yes”?
ATTRACTING YOUNG ADULTS: Those of us who have been
involved with national and international efforts to attract
new members have discovered that practical projects are
particularly attractive to younger members, including
college students and other young adults.
I apologize for bragging like a proud mama here, but I
want to tell you some good news about the collegiate
chapter at my institution. OMEP-Whittier College was
named the 2014-2015 Out-standing Student Organization
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News…
…from Quebec
Last May 28th, the Montérégie section of the AÉPQ invited
Richard Robillard to present a conference in St.
Hyacinthe. The topic was "The art of taking care of
yourself in order to better take care of others". With the
permission of the organizers, I spoke briefly to the
participants about OMEP-Canada; it's activities, the
bulletin, the journal, international conferences and the
OMEP Canada and International websites
Nancy Green
OMEP-Canada advisor

…from Ontario
An Ontario vision of early childhood backed by strategic
pedagogical resources
Many researchers including Fraser Mustard, Dan Offord
and al. affirm that the brain develops at an accelerated
rhythm in the first years of life. Also, studies in different fields
of research indicate that children reap more benefits in
programs led by warm and attentive adults with good
knowledge of the development and learning of children.
They add that the best quality programs are those
centered on active learning, exploration, play and
investigation.
Based on these observations, the Ontario Minister of
Education has published several documents these last
years to support early childhood professionals in their
responsibilities to pre-school age children.
In 2008, Early Learning for Every Child Today: A Framework
for Ontario Early Childhood Set-tings was published. This
document “describes how young children learn and
develop, and provides a guide for curriculum in Ontario’s
early childhood settings, including child care centers,
regulated home child care, nursery schools, kindergarten,
Ontario Early Years Centers, family resource programs,
parenting centers, readiness centers, family literacy, child
development pro-grams in Community Action Program for
Children, Healthy Babies, Healthy Children and early
intervention services. “

document includes learning expectations, concepts to
learn, knowledge to acquire and abilities to master by the
end of the two year program. “The introductory portion
provides a broad context for the document, including
descriptions of play-based learning and the roles of the
teacher and early childhood educator team. “ This draft
document has been gradually implemented in all Ontario
schools over a 5 year period that started in 2010. Now in
effect since 2015, pedagogical teams look forward to
receiving the final version in the fall.
There was the release of the Strategic Framework
Realizing Potential – Our Children, Our Youth, and Our
Future in 2013 which describes «how the experiences
children have in the early years can have an
extraordinary and long-lasting impact on children's
learning, development, health and well-being. Central to
this is a view of children as competent, capable of
complex thinking, curious and rich in potential. To support
educators working in early years settings in their
continuous professional learning, the Ministry worked with
leading experts in the early childhood field to develop the
following thought-provoking resources. »
Think, Feel, Act: Lessons from research about Young
Children (2013) is a collection of research briefs on various
themes including a video series and information leaflets
directed towards pre-school workers.
• « The Power of Positive Adult Child Relationships;
Connection Is the Key (written by Dr. Jean
Clinton)
• Making Learning Visible through Pedagogical
Documentation (written by Dr. Carol Anne Wien)
• Inclusion
• Parent Engagement
• Self-Regulation »
In 2014, How does Learning Happen?-Ontario’s Pedagogy
for the Early Years was well received by early childhood
professionals as it is a document that provokes a critical
examination and discussion with early childhood
educators and families in the preschool environment. This
document « is a professional learning resource for those
working in child care and child and family pro-grams. It
supports pedagogy and program development in early
year’s settings that is shaped by views about children, the
role of educators and families, and the relationships
among them. It builds on foundational knowledge about
children and is grounded in new research and leadingedge practice from around the world».
Many pedagogical resources are now available to
support Ontario educators in their daily interactions with
children and their families assuring quality in the early
childhood environment.
My wish is that the continual professional development
that follows will result in a greater appreciation and a
more profound respect for our profession; that of
preparing the child for life, for his future.

In 2010, the Full-Day Early Learning-Kindergarten Program
(Draft version) which is a program for 4 and 5 year olds
was published. This document was written to support the
pedagogical teams made up of one teacher, and one
educator. The complete draft version of the program

Hélène Pouliot-Cleare
Education ConsultantOntario
pouliotcleareh@gmail.com
www.chezmadamehelene.com
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Editor’s Note : All references and quotes in Helen’s text
may be found on the Ontario Ministry of Education’s
website.

…from the Prairies
Saskatchewan Early Childhood Association (SECA) is
organizing ZenKids workshops to support children’s
physical activities in five different cities in Saskatchewan.
Program Description:
ZenKids is a program designed to give early childhood
educators (ECE’S) the tools to share Yoga and its benefits
with children in early learning centres and preschools.
Yoga blends nicely with all activities and can be a great
way to incorporate movement, while heling children
recognize and regulate their emotional state, and further
develop motor skills. The program is an excellent fit with
the principles of the Early Learning Program “Guide and
views children as competent capable learners. In this full
day training, ECE’S will experience for themselves the
mental, physical and emotional effects of Yoga. ECE’S
and directors are provided with both sets yoga les-sons
and a variety of resources to create their own yoga
experiences while also incorporating Yoga with the
current activities.”

Cancer Agency and it’s coalition of partners, Sun Smart
Saskatchewan. This group works to prevent skin cancer in
the province and has developed a sun safe training and a
number of resources for Early Childhood Educators to
assist Early Learning Centres in learning about and
integrating sun safe practices in their facilities where
possible.
"Last year, the training was piloted with 10 licensed ELC’s
across Kelsey Trail Health Region. Feedback from the
trainings and the resource materials was very positive from
educators and directors. We’d like to continue expanding
this program to other ELCs across the province" said
Christine McDougall, Population Health Promotion
Practitioner, SK Cancer Agency.
Trainings are being arranged for Early Learning Centres
over the month of June. It is free of charge and includes
a number of resource materials that can be used in the
centres. The training time is 1.5 hours and highlights the
importance of skin cancer prevention and dis-cusses
questions staff may have about sun safety and sun
protection methods.
Liliana Sulikowska-Klebec
Prairies Representative

Some of the Centres have already included this program
and have had a very positive outcome. One of them such
as Kinder Kollege Inc was fortunate enough to have had
an ECE who promoted this with the children since
Kindersley is located in a small town and found a way to
benefit like larger cities have.

Sun Safe Trainings for Early Childhood Educators
Early Childhood Educators are key partners in skin cancer
prevention and can support children and parents to
adopt lifelong sun-safe behaviours. A sun safe training
program has been developed by the Saskatchewan
Cancer Agency and it’s coalition of partners, Sun Smart
Saskatchewan. This group works to prevent skin cancer in
the province and has developed a sun safe training and a
number of resources for Early Childhood Educators to
assist Early Learning Centres in learning about and
integrating sun safe practices in their facilities where
possible.

Events
June 29 - July 2, 2015, Gothenburg, Sweden
8e WEEC-World Environmental Education Congress, under
the theme Planet and People - how can they develop
together?

"Last year, the training was piloted with 10 licensed ELC’s
across Kelsey Trail Health Region. Feedback from the
trainings and the resource materials was very positive from
educators and directors. We’d like to continue expanding
this program to other ELCs across the province" said
Christine McDougall, Population Health Promotion
Practitioner, SK Cancer Agency.

Informations: www.weec2015.org

Trainings are being arranged for Early Learning Centres
over the month of June. It is free of charge and includes
a number of resource materials that can be used in the
centres. The training time is 1.5 hours and highlights the
importance of skin cancer prevention and dis-cusses
questions staff may have about sun safety and sun
protection methods.

Information: colloque2015.rifeff.org
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July 2 - 4, 2015, Patras, Greece
Colloque du RIFEFF (Réseau international francophone des
établissements de formation des formateurs) under the
theme Mieux former les enseignants dans la francophonie: principaux enjeux actuels et futurs

July 6-9, 2015, Tel Aviv, Israel
6th International Conference on Disabilities under the
theme Unity & Diversity in action
Information: eng-conf.beitissie.org.il
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July 27-August 1, 2015, Washington, D.C., USA
2015 OMEP 67th OMEP World Assembly (July 27-28) and
Early Childhood Pathways to Sustainability International
Conference (July 30-August 1). EduTours to early
childhood programs, July 29.
Information:
http://www.omep-usa.org/worldconference2015/
August 4-6, 2015, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Conference of Early Childhood Care & Education (ECCEIR)
under the theme Developing Children through Creativity
and Fun Project-based Learning
Information:
http://ecceir.britenvision.com
ou
ecceir@britenvision.com
September 2-5, 2015, Ankara, Turkey
4th International Conference on Preschool Education
under the theme: Community and Institution Based
Preschool Education Policies and Practices
Information: www.okuloncesi.hacettepe.edu.tr
September 23-25, 2015, Moscow, Russia
OMEP European Regional Meeting and Conference 2015
under the theme Current trends in the development of
Early Childhood Education and Care in the world
Information: www.omeprussia2015.ru ou
www.worldomep.org/en/news/omep-news/regionalnews-and-events-3/

November 27-29, 2015, Otara, Auckland, New Zealand
OMEP ASIA/PACIFIC Regional Conference 2015 under the
theme Connecting the Pacific with Asia: Weaving links
across the ocean
Registration: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/omep-asiapacific-regional-conference-2015-tickets-15942073170
Information: omepnzevent@gmail.com
March 31 mars to April 3, 2016, San José, Costa Rica
Global Summit on Childhood under the theme
Creating a better Wold for Children and Youth Through
Sustainability, Social Innovation, and Synergy
Call for Proposal Deadline: 28 September 2015
Early Registration Rates Expire: 31 January 2016
Regular Registration Closes: 17 March 2016
Information: www.acei.org/programsevents/summit.html#childhoodsummit
November 7-11, 2016, Port-au-Prince, Haiti
The Caribbean Regional Conference of Psychology 2016
under the theme: Promoting Carib-bean Health with
Multiculturalism and Multilingualism: Challenges and
Opportunities
Call for Submissions:
http://www.crcp2016.org/index.php/submissions

From our bookshelf
November 18-21, 2015, Orlando, Florida, USA
NAEYC 2015 Annual Conference & Expo
Information: www.naeyc.org/conference/

International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 47,
Number 1, April 2015
Ten original scientific articles about different topics like
Strengths-Based Approaches, quality of outdoor play,
social competence, indigenous language learning, etc.
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 53, No 1 / hiver 2015
Thème du dossier: 34e Congrès-Boucherville 2014: Prendre
le temps
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 53, no 2 /printemps 2015
Thème du dossier: les enfants en difficulté

November 20, 2015, Quebec City, QC, Canada
General Assembly of OMEP-Canada
A toy library is hiding in a church basement’s library.
We do not realize how much a child learns while playing
The General Assembly will be held from 13:30 to 14:15.
From 14:30 to 15:15, there will be a visit of the site guided
by a member of the committee, who worked to develop
this new site, which allowed having this daring project
achieved. A period of exchange and free play will follow.
The activity will be held in the multi-purpose room in the
basement of the Monique-Corriveau Library, at 1100 route
de l’Église, in Quebec City.
Parking at the library is free, but for a 2 hours period only.
For a longer duration, metered parking is available at the
Madeleine Bergeron School, to the right of the building.
Page 5

Childhood Education, March/April 2015, Vol. 91, no 2
What is Teaching?; Global Education in the Early Years;
Inclusion in Early Care and Edu-cation; Education
Diplomacy in Content Preparation; Project Approach in
South Korea; Success With Informational Texts.
Childhood Explorer, Spring 2015, Vol. 2, Issue 2
ACEI’S newest publications focuses specifically on the
experience of childhood around the world.
Information: www.acei.org/acei-publications/childhoodexplorer?utm_source
Young Children, May 2015, Vol. 70, No. 2
Leadership: Supporting a New Generation of Early
Childhood Professionals
L’évolution de la contribution de Québec en Forme à la
petite enfance. Implication et perspectives d’avenir
Document de référence/Juillet 2014
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QUÉBECENFORME.ORG
« Ce document a pour but de présenter la contribution de
Québec en Forme dans le dossier de la petite enfance,
les avancées accomplies et l’ensemble de la stratégie
récemment mise en place pour soutenir la création
d’environnements qui favorisent l’adoption de saines
habitudes de vie par les tout-petits. »
www.quebecenforme.org
Lacharité, Carl, Catherine Sellenet et Claire Chamberland
(dir.) (2015). La protection de l’enfance, La parole des
enfants et des parents, Presses de l’Université du Québec,
320 p.
« Dans le contexte de la protection de l’enfance, la
parole des enfants et des parents est rarement entendue.
Rendre audibles ces voix oubliées, tel est l’objectif central
de cet ouvrage. N’oubliant pas qu’ils peuvent participer à
la domination qu’ils dénoncent, les auteurs ne négligent
pas de s’interroger sur leurs pratiques de chercheur, sur
leurs propres capacités ou incapacités à rendre compte
d’un univers vécu qui n’est pas le leur. »
Audy-Trottier, Andréane, Myriam Bacon et Elizabeth
Marineau (dir.) (2015). Éthique et esthétique dans la
littérature pour la jeunesse. Presses de l’Université du
Québec, 160 p.
« Cet ouvrage collectif montre que le corpus que l’on
destine à la jeunesse est à la fois un objet esthétique, dont
l’ambition est d’initier le jeune lecteur au plaisir de la
littérature, et un produit de grande diffusion, où
s’expriment des discours éthiques à valeur normative. Il est
issu d’un colloque international étudiant tenu à l’Université
du Québec à Trois-Rivières les 12 et 13 février 2010. »
Ferns, Carolyn and Marta Friendly (2014). The state of early
childhood education care in Canada 2012, June 20, 24 p.
« The report provides a snapshot of Canadian ECEC in
2012, the year which the most recent reliable data are
available… »
Sur le site du CTREQ, vous pourrez lire l’article de Brigitte
Lévesque « Les bienfaits du jeu » écrit à partir d’un texte
de Nancy Carlsson-Paige, professeure d’éducation à la
Lesley University, laquelle s’inquiète de l’importance
accordée au préscolaire aux habiletés scolaires aux
dépens de l’apprentissage par le jeu.
rire.ctreq.qc.ca/2015/05/developpement-maternelle/
New E-Learning Modules Now Available
Judith Colbert from Ontario is pleased to announce that
e-learning modules based on her first book, Welcoming
Newcomer Children, are now available. The modules are
organized around three themes: Culture, Settlement and
Diversity. Modules can be completed separately or as a
series. Each module is designed to provide one-hour of elearning and costs $20 each, although there are many
ways to save, including by purchasing multiple modules or
a complete series. You can find out more and order
modules from Judith's website,
www.welcomingchildren.ca.

She is giving two presentations at 2015 OMEP World
Conference in Washington, DC, and is hoping to have
modules on those top-ics ready by mid-summer. Her
topics are "Migration, settlement and sustainability through
the lens of the Convention on the Rights of the Child" and
"Innovative Practices in Professional Development: ELearning in the Age of Multi-Media."
These modules are available from a new national learning
initiative that makes professional development more
interesting and affordable for early childhood educators
and other professionals who work with children. The Early
Years Professional Development Centre at the Dominion
Learning Institute of Canada is offering e-learning modules
on a wide range of topics and provides participants with
Certificates of Completion. You can find out about other
topics and ways to learn at www.ecedu.ca and follow
developments on Facebook.
This new venture has been welcomed by the field,
including by the CCCF/fcsge: “Dominion Learning Institute
of Canada is offering wonderful opportunities for our
sector to learn at a pace that suits them and in areas of
their interest. Their work is an asset to the early learning
sector.” Don Giesbrecht, CEO Canadian Child Care
Federation / La Fédération canadienne des services de
garde à l’enfance.

OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in January,
June and October. We expect your news by MidSeptember for the next issue. Please send them
preferably by e-mail to:
Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and in c.c. to
omep-canada@videotron.ca
Thank you to Nancy Green and Gabriella Vitos for
English translations, to Madeleine Baillargeon for her
generous collaboration to the preparation of this issue.
Thanks to Mylène Gauthier for the page-setting.
Denise Doyon, chair of the Newsletter Committee.
OMEP-Canada’s mailing address:
390 Grande Allée ouest, app. 33
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6
E-mail: omep-canada@videotron.ca
Websites:
OMEP: http://www.worldomep.org
(English, French, Spanish)
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org
Facebook (French-English):
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADAOrganisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducationPréscolaire/16311904

Judith is planning to add more modules in the near future.
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