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Our President’s Column 

Dear Members, 

After returning from Opatija, Croatia, I have undertaken the new school year, enriched with 
new knowledge, new meetings and mostly, new ideas and actions associated with our 
organisation's mission of advancement of the early childhood education of children aged 0 to 8 
years.  

Symposium 

More than 20 members of OMEP-Canada participated in the Symposium I organised in 
Opatija, Croatia, within an international conference. I would like to thank all participants. 
Many were at their first participation and all have shown their interest and enthusiasm to relive 
the experience next year in Prague where OMEP will celebrate 70 years since its inception. In 
January, I will post a call for all with information about the new symposium. 

Opatija 2017 World Declaration 

OMEP members from around the world have committed to participate, collaborate, observe, 
assess and adhere to the global commitments of early childhood education and protection. 
The declaration titled Higher Investment for Early Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) 
complies with the perspectives of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, objective 4 for 
sustainable development and the Action for Education 2030.    You can see the 2017 World 
Declaration here http://omep-canada.org   or on the OMEP  World sit  e 
http://www.worldomep.org/index.php?hCode=POLICY_03_04  

Honorary Member for Life 

At the 69th World Assembly of OMEP, President Eunhye Park awarded three honorary 
memberships for life to a member from Russia, one from Chile and one from Canada.  Our 
colleague Rolande Filion received this membership to honour her contribution, commitment 
and work with children and adults who work in early childhood education. She joins Candide 
Pineault, Elsie Stapleford, Mary J. Wright, Joyce Waddell Townsend, Madeleine Baillargeon, 
Jacqueline Thériault, etc. who have already received this honour.  In her absence, I received 
with great pride the certificate in her behalf, which I later presented her at the last 
Administrative Meeting in August.  Congratulations Rolande! 
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International Days: 

I remind you that OMEP decided to celebrate the following 
days:  

International Peace Day: 21 September 2017 
Day of Educators: 5 October 2017 
Global Handwashing Day: 15 October 2017 
International Child’s Day: 20 November 2017  
International Day of Playing 28 May 2018 

They are celebrated around the world.  I invite you to 
organise activities or projects that emphasise these important 
moments, at the day care, at school or with students from 
college or university.    Examples of activities can be found on 
the site of OMEP World, on our Facebook page or on the web 
in general.  It would be interesting to send us photos showing 
your activities, your projects or even children participating to 
these activities to enrich our web site or that of OMEP World.   

To emphasise the Global Handwashing Day on October 15, 
you can check the following sites where you can find 
examples of activities, logos and posters to advertise this 
activity. 

https://globalhandwashing.org/announcing-the-2017-
global-handwashing-day-
theFirefoxHTML/Shell/Open/Command 

https://globalhandwashing.org/global-handwashing-
day/ 

https://globalhandwashing.org/global-handwashing-
day/about-ghd/ 

(Here is the authorisation form to use children’s photos on our 
web site http://omep-canada.org)   

Sustainable development  

A work group from the Administrative Committee of OMEP-
Canada has undertaken an idea for the sustainable 
development in early childhood education.  Very trendy as a 
concept, it has an important place internationally, and is part 
of some policies of different countries.   The progress of this 
work will be reported at the next general assembly. 

MOOC on sustainable development  

MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) is an online course 
open to everyone. It is a free distance education university-
level course. Sponsored by Harvard and New York Universities 
as well as UNICEF, this initiative is part of the objectives of the 
global plans for sustainable development. You can register 
until December 31.  

https://courses.sdgacademy.org/learn/the-best-start-in-life-
early-childhood-development-for-sustainable-development-
september-2017 

To end, I wish you a beautiful autumn. 

           Christiane Bourdages Simpson 
President, OMEP-Canada 

christianebsimpson@gmail.com 

The Vice-President for North America 
and the Caribbean’s Column 

2017 World Assembly and Conference:  
 The 69th OMEP World Assembly and Conference in Croatia 
was held in Opatija, Croatia last June.  OMEP-Canada was 
well represented at the World Assembly and also at our 
Regional meeting, where we decided to continue to focus 
on strengthening membership in all three national 
committees in our region and to step up our countries’ 
participation in World OMEP projects and events. 

Election of New Regional Vice President:  
 A highlight of the World Assembly was the election of our 
new Regional Vice President, Canada’s own Christiane 
Bourdages-Simpson, who will officially assume her new office 
on January 1, 2018.  The transition is underway. Christiane 
attended the final Executive Committee (ExCO) meeting in 
Opatija and she also participated in ExCO’s recent Skype 
meetings.  She has already contributed many good ideas, so 
there is no doubt that our region will be ably represented 
throughout her term in office.  She will be an especially great 
asset to World OMEP and an able advocate for our region 
because she is fluent in both English and French and because 
she has strong ties with Haiti.  HURRAH FOR CHRISTIANE! 
HURRAH FOR OUR REGION! 

Global Handwashing Day:  
The OMEP World Assembly has reaffirmed its commitment to 
WASH from the START:  Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Education in Early Childhood Settings.  Joining the world 
community in celebrating Global Handwashing Day (GHD) 
on or around October 15 each year is an important 
component of OMEP’s commitment to WASH from the START. 
The following GHD resources, including lesson plans, are 
available on line: 

https://globalhandwashing.org/announcing-the-2017-
global-handwashing-day-theme-our-hands-our-
future/ 

https://globalhandwashing.org/global-handwashing-day/ 
https://globalhandwashing.org/global-handwashing-

day/about-ghd/ 

Here is a site for downloadable GHD logos and posters: 
https://www.google.com/search?q=Global+Handwashin
g+Day&client=safari&rls=en&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=uni
v&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwj5yODe8q_WAhVX5mMKHTVEB4AQ
sAQITg&biw=1392&bih=739#imgrc=vWAb6cxfU-w4OM: 

Please send me a brief description and a couple of photos of 
GHD activities for children or for early childhood teachers so 
we can include them on the OMEP website or OMEP’s 
Resource Bank on the UNESCO site. Send as email 
attachments to jwagner@whittier.edu. 

OMEP-Russia’s Doll Project:  
At our regional meeting in Opatija, we decided to participate 
in OMEP-Russia’s doll project if their committee could send us 
some explanatory materials in English or one of the other 
official OMEP languages.  After a great deal of hard work, 
OMEP-Russia has translated all of the project materials into 
English.   
Larisa Shevchenko from OMEP-Russia tells about the 
experiences Russian and Greek members have had with the 
project. The group from Russia shared a matryoshka doll with 
colleagues in Greece.   After the Greek children studied the 
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unfamiliar doll, played with it, and drew it, they wanted to 
know more about traditional Greek dolls.  This inquiry led them 
to discover the plagona doll from ancient Greece.  The 
children became so interested in the doll that it is now 
experiencing a revival in their homeland.  

Russia’s doll collection now has three entries: the 
matryoshka, the plagona, and a hybrid created by the 
children: the matrigona (matryoshka + plagona).  

OMEP-Russia’s goal is to create a world-wide 
collection of dolls as national symbols. Information about the 
project appears at 
https://cloud.mail.ru/public/JfLs/3vYH2PX65.  

However, Larisa warns us that the files include lots and lots of 
details, making the project sound more formal than it is 
meant to be.  She invites national committees to develop the 
project in any way they would like to.  The project is about 
children’s creativity and teaching them about similarities and 
differences in toys over time and in various places.  It is not 
about determining which dolls are most beautiful or about 
coloring in line drawings of dolls unless, of course, that is 
where the children’s interests take us. Participation in the 
contest is optional, but OMEP-Russia hopes that we will all 
bring national dolls to the 2018 conference in Prague.   If you 
have questions you can address them to her at 
larisa.l.shevchenko@yandex.ru. 

Expressing My Gratitude:  
My term as your Regional Vice President will end on 
December 31, so this will be my last column for OMEP-
Canada’s newsletter.  It has been my great honor and 
privilege to serve as Regional VP for the last six years.  While 
memberships in our three countries have not grown as 
significantly as we had hoped during these years, I have 
definitely witnessed with awe and appreciation OMEP-
Canada, OMEP-Haiti, and OMEP-USA members’ enduring 
dedication to the mission and goals of our historic 
organization.  Thank you for the confidence you expressed in 
me by electing me to this position for two terms.  Thank you 
for your understanding and patience with my lack of ability to 
communicate in French. Thank you for your understanding 
about the demands on my time because I have 
simultaneously held the position of World OMEP Deputy 
President, making it impossible for me to come close to filling 
the shoes of my predecessor, Madeleine Baillargeon. 
Christiane Bourdages-Simpson will undoubtedly bring new 
energy, new ideas, and deep commitments to our region 
and to World OMEP leadership at this crucial time for early 
childhood policy and practice. 

My sincerest thanks and deepest appreciation.   

Judith T. Wagner, Ph.D. 
World OMEP Deputy President

Vice President for North American 
and the Caribbean Region

 

Eulogy for Joyce Waddell-Townsend 
(1927-2017)

Joyce Waddell-Townsend became an OMEP-Canada 
member back in the 1960s. OMEP-Canada being founded in 

1958, she was therefore one of its first members. Very fond of 
history, Joyce not only witnessed OMEP-Canada history, but 
she was also an outstanding part of it. 

Born in Quebec, Joyce was a B.A. graduate of McGill 
University. After getting married, she lived for two years in 
England where her husband studied after receiving a 
scholarship. The young couple then settled in Kingston, 
Ontario, where Joyce became a mother and founded with 
other young parents a cooperative day-care at Saint-Paul’s 
church. In 1975 the family, then including four boys, moved 
from Ontario to Edmonton, Alberta. Joyce went back to 
university there and earned a B.Ed. in early childhood studies. 
She then started her career, first as a preschool teacher in a 
bilingual school, and later, as the head of an early childhood 
development program in a college. The OMEP-Canada 
Board had then its headquarters in Edmonton where Joyce 
and other Alberta members initiated the “Preschool in 
Prisons” project, thus beginning her long-term and deep 
involvement with the children of incarcerated parents. Back 
to Kingston some years later, she worked on a Master’s in 
education at Queen’s University, and took up the torch to 
support the children of parents incarcerated in the many 
prisons of her city, by co-founding “Children Visiting Prisons”. 
Her initiatives always received OMEP-Canada’s support, 
including when the Board moved to Quebec in the late 
1980s. Joyce was also part of it for many years as the Ontario 
representative, often travelling between Kingston and 
Quebec City to participate in the meetings. This is when I 
personally met her. 

Joyce was a very cultured person with great interest in 
people, languages, history and the arts. Under the guise of an 
English lady, was laying a great humanist who could build 
authentic relationships with people from all origins and social 
backgrounds. Joyce was also a very determined person who 
would not give up. This must have been a very helpful trait of 
hers for when she had to face the many challenges of facing 
the cumbersome correctional system in order to achieve the 
implementation of programs dedicated to prisoners and their 
families. I had the opportunity to see her at work during a 
program assembly in Kingston, and I could see the large 
diversity of concerned and involved people as well as of 
partner organisations. Joyce looked as comfortable with the 
First Nations’ mom whose husband was incarcerated as with 
the criminologist who was making a presentation. Those 
qualities also applied to us, French speaking Quebecers, to 
whom she also showed deep interest and respect. Joyce did 
master enough written French to be our translator and 
reviewer of translations from French into her excellent English. 
I will not forget the lovely times we had going out together 
nor the interesting talks we had when I welcomed her to my 
home in Quebec City. For instance, she showed me her 
interest in the history of Canada and the origins of its citizens 
when she learned that we both had some Scottish roots. 
Joyce also liked to travel and made many trips to participate 
in OMEP world meetings. Her last such trip was to Ireland in 
2014, where she even made a poster presentation. 

Joyce’s involvement in OMEP and children of incarcerated 
parents was recognised when she was named OMEP 
honorary member in 2001. Correctional Service Canada also 
acknowledged her work by awarding her the Taylor Award in 
2010.  



Page 4 Fall 2017 ● Volume 46, Number 3 ● OMEP-CANADA

 
 
 

This great lady passed away last August 11, but she left her 
mark. After being asked by Jacqueline Thériault, then our 
president, Joyce wrote the history of her involvement with the 
children of incarcerated parents in a bilingual book, Children 
in Prison – Les enfants en prison, always available on our 
website. 

Aware of her involvement with OMEP-Canada, her family 
suggested that in lieu of flowers donations be made to OMEP-
Canada. If you wish so, you may send yours with your info to 
our treasurer, Paulette Gauthier, 1652, Jacques-Bureau, 
Québec QC G2G 2C5. Even beyond life, Joyce keeps 
being generous to OMEP-Canada.

Thank you my friend, may you rest in peace! 

Madeleine Baillargeon 
Vice-president, OMEP-Canada 

NEWS… 

…From Quebec 

School Success Policy 
Last June the Quebec government launched a School 
Success Policy integrating early childhood programs: 
https://securise.gouv.qc.ca/politique-de-la-reussite-
educative/. In collaboration with the Health ministry, the 
Education and Family ministry are preparing a Strategy for 
0-8yr olds in order to reduce the vulnerability of children
under the age of 8 years old.

Ginette Beauséjour 
Quebec Representative 

…From Ontario 

Observation and documentation our professional 
responsibility 

Recently I have discovered some wonderful sites that can be 
very useful for early childhood educator professional 
development. They provide video clips of children from birth 
to 10 years old engaged in play and other various behaviours 
in order to practice observation and documentation.  

You can find them at: 

Colorado Results Matter Video Library Catalog  
Learning Moments - Learning Through Play - 3 to 5 Years 
Children Center Observation Video One 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=I363zaetPhc  

Observation, documentation and taking notes of each 
individual child are an integral part of our professional 
responsibility. It allows us to discover the children’s emergent 
learning, what they can do, say and apply over time, their 
learning style and the trends that are evolving. It allows us to 
gather information, document and support their 
development all the while facilitating professional 
conversations with parents. 

These observations are more effective and of better quality 
when they are done with a specific intention, in a particular 
domain of development and with fewer (2-3) children per 
day.  

While taking notice of a child’s interests, where and with what 
he is naturally and regularly playing, it is also important to 
observe what the child is doing with the materials. Is he 
building, creating, dramatizing, organizing or other? What 
strengths or challenges are manifested? 

The team members can then share their observations in order 
to enrich their documentation and come to an agreement 
on the best interactions to adopt in order to meet the 
developmental needs.  

Observation being the best strategy to get to know a child, it 
is one of the best starting points for effective and quality 
curriculum planning. 

Hélène Pouliot-Cleare 
Ontario Representative 

Consultant in education 
pouliotcleareh@gmail.com 

www.chezmadamehelene.com 

… From the Prairies 
 Ten years ago I participated in Auckland, New Zealand 
event. Years later the Preschool Information Registry and 
Service (PIRS) has organised their first event held on Oct 25th, 
2017 in Saskatoon.  They spoke about the early childhood 
practices of New Zealand’s Te Whariki curriculum that 
weaves cultural understanding into the four principles of 
empowerment, holistic development, family and community 
and relationships.  Twyla Mensch and Wendy Willis were 
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presenting on what they learned while in New Zealand.

The Canadian Association for Young Children (CAYC) is a 
proud alliance member of World Forum on Early Care and 
Education. 

CAYC Saskatoon Satelite is excited to offer a book club 
professional learning experience this fall. CAYC will be hosting 
a series of evenings of collaboration and discussion around 
"The Hundred Languages of Children" edited by Carolyn 
Edwards, Lella Gandini, and George Forman. The timing of 
this book club offers a study groups format in preparation and 
follow through of the October Playful Mathematical Inquiry 
workshop planned and hosted by ECEC. The time together 
will be spend in discussion and building professional 
relationships as they come to deeper understanding of play, 
inquiry, and the values inherent in the educational approach 
used in Reggio Emilia. 

 (Next Club meeting - Nov 9th from 19.00 to 21:00). 

Liliana Sulikowska-Klebek 
Prairies’ Representative 

Events 

2017, The Association for Childhood Education International is 
celebrationg its 125th anniversary 
Information: www.acei.org 

November 15 - 18, 2017, Atlanta, Georgia, USA 
2017 NAEYC Annual Conference 
information: www.naeyc.org/conference/ 

November 19 - 25, 2017, Quebec, Canada 
Grande semaine des tout-petits 
Information: grandesemaine.com 

November  20, 2017 
National Child Day 
Information: www.cccf-fcsge.ca/wp-content/uploads/RS_37-
f.pdf

May 7 - 11, 2018, Saguenay, Quebec, Canada 
86e Congrès de l’ACFAS 
Célébrer la pensée libre 
Information: acfas.ca 

May 14 - 18, 2018 
The Quebec School Daycare’s Week 
Information: gardescolaire.org 

May 28, 2018 
World Play day 
Information: itla-toylibraries.org 

June 25 - 29, 2018, Prague, Czech Republic 
70th OMEP World Assembly and Conference 
Proposal Submission Deadline: January, 15 
Notification of Acceptance: March, 15 
Registration Open: March, 15 
Early Bird Registration Deadline: April, 15 
Regular Registration Deadline: June, 15 

Information: conference2018.omep.cz/home 

From our bookshelf 

Baillargeon, Madeleine (2017). « L’enseignement de 
l’alphabet à 4 ans, un enjeu électoral? » Le Devoir, 19 juillet. 
http://www.ledevoir.com/societe/education/503714/l-
enseignement-de-l-alphabet-a-4-ans-un-enjeu-electoral-ou-
une-reelle-preoccupation 

Blanden, J., Hansen, K. et McNally, S. (2017). Quality in Early 
Years Settings and Children’s School Achievement. (Rapport 
no. 1468). Londres: Centre for Economic Performance (CEP), 
London School of Economics and Political Science. 
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/83598/ 

Carlson, A. G., Curby, T. W., Brown, C. A., Trygstad, K. M. & 
Truong, F. R. (2017). Equitable Education for All: Using a 
Comprehensive Instructional Model to Improve Preschool 
Teacher Practices. Washington, DC : Apple Tree Institute for 
Education Innovation. 
http://www.appletreeinstitute.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/08/Research-Brief_-ECR-and-
Classroom-Quality-Outcomes.pdf 

Connecticut Coalition for Achievement Now (ConnCAN) 
(2017). Lessons from the field: Profiles of Quality Early 
Childhood Education programs and Implications for 
Connecticut. New Haven, CT (USA): Connecticut Coalition for 
Achievement Now (ConnCan). 
http://www.conncan.org/issues/Start-Early 

Gaussel, Marie (2017). « Je dis, tu parles, nous écoutons : 
apprendre avec l’oral". Dossier de veille de l'IFÉ, n°117 
http://ife.ens-
lyon.fr/vst/DA/detailsDossier.php?parent=accueil&dossier=11
7&lang=fr 

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medecine 
(2017). Evaluation of the Achievement Levels for Mathematics 
and Reading on the National Assessment of Educational 
Progress. Washington, DC : The National Academies Press. 
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/23409/evaluation-of-the-
achievement-levels-for-mathematics-and-reading-on-the-
national-assessment-of-educational-progress 

Stern, André (2017)  Jouer. Faisons confiance à nos enfants. 
Arles:Actes Sud. 

OCDE (2017). Regards sur l'éducation 2017: Les indicateurs de 
l'OCDE. Paris : Publications OCDE. 
http://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/education/regards-sur-l-
education-2017_eag-2017-fr 

OECD (2017). Starting strong V: Transitions from Early 
Childhood Education and Care to Primary Education. OECD 
Publishing, Paris.  

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264276253-en 

Child Development, July/August 2017, Volume 88, Issue 4 

Child Development, September/October 2017, Volume 88, 
Issue 5 

onlinelibrary.wiley.com 



Page 6 Fall 2017 ● Volume 46, Number 3 ● OMEP-CANADA

 
  

Childhood Education, Volume 93, Issue 5, 2017 
Childhood Education, Volume 93, Issue 4, 2017 
www.tandfonline.com/toc/uced20/current 

Children Explorer, Summer 2017 Issue 
childhoodexplorer.org 

Children in Scotland Magazine,  Issue 182, October - 
November 2017 
childreninscotland.org.uk 

Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood, Volume 18, Issue 
2, July 2017 
journals.sagepub.com 

Early Child Development and Care, Volume 187, 2017, 
Issue 12 
tandfonline.com 

Early Childhood Education Journal, Volume 45, May 2017, 
Issue 6 
link.springer.com/journal/10643 

Early Years Bulletin, Fall 2017, vol 5, no 1 
Early Years Bulletin, Summer 2017, vol 4, no 4 
acei.org 

European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 
Volume 25, 2017, Issue 4 
tandfonline.com 

International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 49, 
Number 2, 2017 
Special Issue: Transforming Early Childhood Systems for 
Future Generations 
 http://link.springer.com/search?query=international+journ
al+of+early+childhood 

Journal of Early Childhood Studies, Volume 1, Issue 2, 2017 
www.journalofomepturkey.org 
Call For Paper 2nd Volume 1st issue on April 2018. 
We are inviting you to publish your original manuscripts 
concerning early childhood education in Journal of Early 
Childhood Studies 
(http://journalofomepturkey.org/index.php/eccd/index). 

Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, Volume 38, 
Issue 3, 2017 
www.tandfonline.com/toc/ujec20/current 

Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Volume 31, 
Issue 4 
acei.org 

Le Furet № 86 (Sept. 2017) : DIVERSITÉ LINGUISTIQUE, une 
réalité d’aujourd’hui 
lefuret.org 

Monographs of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, September 2017, Volume 82, Issue 3 
onlinelibrary.wiley.com 

Revue préscolaire, Vol. 55, nº4/automne 2017 
Différents milieux, différents défis 
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 55, nº 3 / été 2017 
Dossier: Le stress et l’anxiété chez l’enfant 
www.aepq.ca 

The Early Childhood Educator, Summer 2017 
The Importance of Risky Play, 
ecebc.ca 

Young Children, September 2017 - Vol. 72, No. 4 
Global Practices that Inform and Inspire 
www.naeyc.org/yc/currentissue 

 OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in March, 
June and November. We expect your news by Mid-
January for the next issue. Please send them 
preferably by e-mail to: Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and 
in c.c. to omep-canada@videotron.ca 

Thank you to Gabriella Vitos and Nancy Green for 
English translations and revisions, to Madeleine 
Baillargeon for her great collaboration to the 
preparation of this issue. Thanks to Ariane Simpson for 
the page-setting. 

Denise Doyon, chair of the Newsletter Committee. 

OMEP-Canada’s mailing address: 
390 Grande Allée ouest, app. 33 
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6 
E-mail: omep-canada@videotron.ca

Websites : 
World OMEP : http://www.worldomep.org  

(English, French, Spanish) 
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org 

Facebook (French & English) : 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADA-
Organisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducation-
Préscolaire/16311904 


