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Dear members, 

I am writing today wearing two hats within OMEP. One as President of OMEP-Canada 
and the other as Vice-President for the North America and the Caribbean Region. 
Although elected in Opatija in Croatia last June, my term as Vice-President came into 
effect on January 1, 2018. 

I am joining the World Executive Committee alongside my colleagues from Africa, South 
America, Asia and Europe under the presidency of Ms Eunhye Park. 

While the challenge is significant however, I am fortunate to have a dynamic and 
committed Administrative Board. During my term, I intend to bring different issues and 
concerns related to young children in Canada, Haiti and the United States. I will have the 
opportunity to talk about it again in a future issue. 

 

Thank you to Judith Wagner 

I would like to acknowledge the excellent work of Judith Wagner, who for six years has 
served as Regional Vice-President in addition to her work as a professor at Whittier 
College in California. A committed woman, she founded the Broadoak Children's School 
in 1984 and her research focused on the development of socio-relational relationships 
and the identity of children in majority and minority contexts. She also studied the effects 
of different disasters experienced by children who are not directly involved. 

On behalf of myself and the members of Canada, the United States and Haiti, I want to 
thank her for all she has done and wish her the very best for her upcoming retirement. 
She remains however the delegate of the OMEP World President, especially to the UN. 

 

70 years OMEP and 60 years OMEP-Canada  

Lately, a lot of time has been spent collecting documentation and photos for OMEP-
Canada's contribution to the OMEP 70th Anniversary album to be presented at the next 
conference. 

Historically, Canada was present ever since the foundation of OMEP, but there was no 
national committee. In 1958, a preparatory committee was first recognized and, two 
years later, became a full national committee. We are celebrating our 60th anniversary 
this year. We will do this by publishing a revised and updated version of the document 
Visit in the Universe of OMEP-Canada, the original of which was published for our 50 
years. 

In the form of an alphabet primer, this album presents the highlights of our history. 
Incidentally, the ongoing revision reveals that several members who have marked the 
history of pre-school education in Quebec also participated in OMEP-Canada. 

Our President and Vice-President for North America and 
the Caribbean’s Column 
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I want to thank Madeleine Baillargeon who has used her 
fabulous memory and who has also communicated with 
other members to do this work. A new document will be 
produced for the 60th anniversary of OMEP-Canada. 

In order to help her complete our 60th anniversary 
document, I appeal to everyone to list the 
accomplishments, awards and recognition of our 
members. If you have any relevant information, I urge you 
to communicate quickly with Madeleine Baillargeon 
mbaillargeon@videotron.ca . 

 

Prague 

To commemorate the 70th anniversary, the Czech 
Republic will host the OMEP World Assembly and 
Conference from June 25 to 29, 2018. It goes without 
saying that celebrations will be held in order to remember 
the achievements and the involvement of thousands of 
people involved in the organization around the world for 
70 years. 

 

 

 

The registration period will begin on March 15 following 
the acceptance of the proposals submitted during the 
call for proposals. Again this year, we will present a 
Symposium where the French language will be in the 
spotlight. More than 20 participants responded to the 
invitation during the call for proposals. We will soon know if 
our proposals are accepted by the scientific committee. 

 

  

You will find all the information on the World Assembly and 
the Conference by consulting the following link 
https://konference2018.omep.cz/home-en 

 

 

General Assembly and Conference of November 2, 2017 

I would like to thank all the members who attended our 
general assembly and the conference. Under the theme 
of professional identity, I would also like to celebrate the 
work of our speakers, Johanne April and Catherine 
Lanaris, as well as their student Marie-Pierre Warrin, who 
gave us food for thought at a time when this topic is really 
making the news. Thank you to Charlaine St-Jean who 
summarized their remarks in an article that I invite you to 
read in the preschool review (Revue préscolaire, hiver 
2018, Vol. 56, no 1). 

I also want to thank the AÉPQ organizing committee for its 
warm welcome during our November 2nd event. I highly 
applaud this invaluable collaboration between our two 
organizations. Although our missions are different, they are 
so complementary. 

 
General Assembly and Conference of October 4, 2018 

I take this opportunity to invite you to mark October 4, 
2018 on your agenda. OMEP-Canada will organize the 
activity that will follow our general assembly to be held in 
Chicoutimi at the Rives-du-Saguenay school board. I invite 
you to follow our Facebook account as well as our 
website for information and registration 
www.omepcanada.org 

Finally, we are in a recruitment period. I urge you, if you 
have not already done so, to renew your membership 
and ask a colleague, a family member or a friend who is 
committed to preschool education to become a member 
of our organization. I remind you that there are reduced 
rates for students and retirees. The form is available on the 
website www.omepcanada.org 

I wish you a happy spring. 

 

Christiane Bourdages Simpson 
President, OMEP Canada 

Vice President for North American and the Caribbean 
Region 

christianebsimpson@gmail.com 
 
 
 

News… 
 
…from Quebec  

Early in 2018, the Quebec government announced a 
strategy related to educational services offered to 
children from 0 to 8 years old, titled Tout pour nos enfants - 
Stratégie 0-8 ans. 
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Following numerous consultations in communities around 
the province, the ministry published Renewed Early Years 
& Child Care Policy Framework (2017), to transform the 
early years system in Ontario. This framework identifies 
seven key priority areas for action: 

1. Increase access to early years and child care 
programs and services 

• In the 2017 Budget, an investment of $200 million 
to support access to licensed child care for 24,000 
children up to age four was made.  

• In the next five years, a further investment in 
operating and capital funding will be done to 
provide access to high-quality licensed child care 
to 100,000 more children aged 0-4. This plan 
prioritizes Ontario’s not-for-profit child care sector. 
There is also a focus on building up capacity in 
various settings, including:  

o School-based child care 

o Community-based child care   

o Licensed home-based child care 

o Indigenous child care 

• An Innovation Fund will also be created to support 
growth in the not-for-profit sector and help fund 
different child care models: 

o families in under-served communities, 

o parents who work irregular hours, 

o fund pilot projects, lab schools that model 
pedagogical leadership, 

o create an organization to encourage 
growth and development of the not-for-
profit sector.  

2.   Ensure a more affordable early years and child care 
system 

• offer an immediate relief for parents, 

• identify how the government can make Ontario’s 
child care system fairer and more affordable by 
identifying and implementing a new funding 
model to bring down costs for families.  

3. Establish an early year’s workforce strategy to 
support our Early Childhood Educators (ECEs) to 

• provide the government with clear policy 
direction on issues that require attention, 
including: 

o   compensation  

o   hiring and retention 

o   professional development 

o   education and training 

 
It has been developed as an application of the Policy on 
Educational Success. It is aimed at  

• Supporting equal opportunities for all children, 

• Ensuring that children have a continuous 
educational course and harmonious transitions, 

• Implementing or strengthening quality 
educational and pedagogical practices, 

• Allowing all children to develop essential 
competencies in reading, writing and 
mathematics by the end of the second grade of 
primary school, 

• Accompanying the parents and favouring the 
mobilization and dialogue of the participants. 

You may access this strategy, which will hopefully result in 
complementary and joint interventions, at: 

https://securise.education.gouv.qc.ca/en/policy-on-
educational-success/toutpour-nos-enfants/ 

(The Policy has been officially translated into English, but 
the Strategy has not yet.)  

Stating that this strategy is going in the right direction, the 
Association québécoise des centres de la petite enfance 
(AQCPE) (Quebec Association of Early Childhood 
Centres), “wishes the government to give the necessary 
push to enhance quality” in day care services. AQCPE 
reminded that “according to data from the survey of 
Institut de la statistique du Québec (…), a majority of day 
care services are of average to mediocre quality.” This 
opinion is similar with the one held by OMEP-Canada in 
the brief presented during the consultation on the Policy 
on Educational Success. It is also in agreement with the 
Declaration of the Summit on Early Childhood Education 
signed by OMEP-Canada, together with many other 
organisations. 

 

 

Ginette Beauséjour 
Quebec Representative 

… from Ontario 
 

 
Since 2010, the Ministry of Education of Ontario has 
committed itself to bring forth major changes in the 
services for the early years. Many documents were 
published: Early Learning for Every Child Today (ELECT), 
Think, Feel, Act, The Kindergarten Program, 2016, How 
Does Learning Happen? Ontario's Pedagogy for the Early 
Years. The latter being a Minister’s Policy Act, 2014 must 
be implemented in all early childhood programs. 
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• Finance two provincially-funded professional 
learning events per year for ECEs and early 
years staff; 

• Continue to help professionals upgrade their 
qualifications through the ECE Qualifications 
Upgrade Program. 

• Maintain the wage enhancement grant. 

4. Establish a provincial definition of quality in the early 
years: 

• Embed quality into every aspect of Ontario’s 
early years and child care system by aligning 
our approach to quality with How Does 
Learning Happen? Ontario’s Pedagogy for 
the Early Years, ensuring that it includes a 
strong commitment to diversity and inclusion, 
creating and measuring meaningful 
environments for children, families and early 
childhood professionals.  

5. Develop an approach to promote inclusion in early 
years and childcare settings in 2018 

• Ensure that inclusion, cultural sensitivity, 
diversity, special needs, initiatives supporting 
healthy child development, mental health, 
and indigenous children in the early years. 

6.   Creating an outcomes and measurement Strategy 

• Establish a five-year Outcomes and 
Measurement Strategy to help track 
progress, measure quality, and identify and 
respond to trends in Ontario’s child care 
system. The strategy will include:  

o an outcomes framework with targets 
and timelines  

o a data management approach,  

o a research plan  

An annual data report will be published 
beginning September 2017.  

7. Increase public awareness of Ontario’s early years 
and child care system 

• Increase public awareness of the range of 
early years and child care programs and 
services that are available to families  

• One-stop Online Hub to give parents a 
central location to access information, 
services and tools.  

In summary, in 2018, Ontario is investing $784 million in         
79 new and renovated schools. This investment will also 
create more than 2,700 new licensed child care spaces 
for children aged 0-4. 

From:  Ministry of Education of Ontario’s website. 

Note:  L’Ordre des éducatrices et des éducateurs de la 

petite enfance (OEPE) et l’Association francophone à 
l’éducation des services à l’enfance de l’Ontario 
(AFESFO) continue to inform with a variety of strategies the 
decision makers on the importance of investing even 
more in various areas of early childhood. This is also done 
by our English counterparts.  

 

Hélène Pouliot-Cleare 
Ontario Representative 

Consultant in Education 
pouliotcleareh@gmail.com 

www.chezmadamehelene.com 

 
 
 

Events 

 
Global Campaign for Education 
Tell your government leaders to fund global education 
today! 
from: ACEI headquarters 
www.campaignforeducation.org 
 
March 1 - 20, 2018, Canada 
Semaine nationale de la francophonie: Juste pour le 
plaisir de jouer 
acelf.ca 
 
May 3 - 4, 2018, Montreal, Quebec, Canada 
5e Colloque international en éducation 
colloque.crifpe.ca 
 
May 3 - 5, 2018, Richmond, BC, Canada 
ECEBC’s 47th Annual Conference 
Navigating Our World Through the Lens of Early 
Childhood. It’s Our Moment 
ecebc.ca 
 
May 7 - 11, 2018, Saguenay, Quebec, Canada 
86e Congrès de l’ACFAS 
Célébrer la pensée libre 
acfas.ca 
 

May 14 - 18, 2018, Quebec, Canada 
The Quebec School Age Care’s Week 
gardescolaire.org 
 
May 16 - 20, 2018, Moscow, Russia 
ECCE Conference 2018, VII International Research-to-
Practice Conference « Early Childhood Care and 
Education » (ECCE 2018) 
http://en.ecceconference.com 
 

May 26, 2018 
World Play Day 
itla-toylibraries.org 
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May 26 - June 1, Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada 
Congress 2018 of the humanities and social sciences 
Gathering diversities 
congress2018.ca 
 
June 20, 2018, Lyon, France 
The professionals of childhood. How professionals working 
with young children (0-6 ans) work together? 
http://calenda.org/426861 
 
 
June 25 - 29, 2018, Prague, Czech Republic 
70th OMEP World Assembly and Conference 
Notification of Acceptance: March, 15 
Registration Open: March, 15 
Early Bird Registration Deadline: April, 15 
Regular Registration Deadline: June, 15 
Information: conference2018.omep.cz/home 
 
 
July 5 - 6, 2018, Gercy-Pontoise, France 
7e colloque international du RIFEFF 
Impact des recherches sur les pratiques et les politiques 
colloque2018.rifeff.org 
 
 
October 4, 2018, Saguenay, Quebec, Canada 
OMEP-Canada General Meeting and Dinner-conference 
 
October 5 - 6, 2018, Saguenay, Quebec, Canada 
37e Congrès de l’Association d’Éducation Préscolaire du 
Québec 
L’éducation préscolaire…Une histoire de famille 
aepq.ca 
 
 
 
From our bookshelf 
 
L’AQCPE en partenariat avec l’organisme français 
Ensemble pour l’éducation de la êtite enfance  annonce  
le programme www.dismoi.education, une série de 
capsules vidéo permettant à tous les publics de mieux 
comprendre les différentes facettes de l’univers des tout-
petits. 
 
Association for Childhood Education International (ACEI) 
(2017) 
New Global Citizenship Education Initiative 
Global Schools First. Inspire and transform your primary 
school through global citizenship education 
acei.org 
 
BBC World Hacks, The babies Teaching Kindness in Class 
A program that looks at how we can solve the world’s 
problems 
The Roots of Empathy’s program 
bbc.co.uk 
 
Plamondon Emond, Étienne (2017). «Faux départs pour la 
maternelle 4 ans». Québec Science 16/11/2017. 
quebecscience.qc.ca 
 
 

Conseil supérieur de l’éducation (2017). Pour une école 
riche de tous ses élèves: s’adapter à la diversité des 
élèves, de la maternelle à la 5e année du secondaire. 
(octobre). 
CSE.gouv.qc.ca 
 
Conseil supérieur de l’éducation (2017). Étude de cas. Des 
écoles inspirantes qui s’adaptent à la diversité des élèves: 
Document complémentaire de l’avis du conseil intitulé: 
Pour une école riche de tous ses élèves: s’adapter à la 
diversité des élèves, de la maternelle à la 5e année du 
secondaire. (décembre). 
CSE.gouv.qc.ca 
 
Conseil supérieur de l’éducation (2017). Mémoire dans le 
cadre des consultations sur la création d’un institut 
national d’excellence en éducation. (Novembre). 
CSE.gouv.qc.ca 
 
Éducation et francophonie 
Volume XLV, numéro 2, automne 2017 
La littératie, tout au long de la vie 
Cormier, M., Université de Moncton, Nouveau Brunswick, 
Canada 
acelf.ca 
 
Fleer, M. & van Oers, B. (2018). International Handbook of 
Early Childhood Education. Dordrecht, Nethertlands: 
Springer. 
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-94-024-
0927-7_17 
 
Gouvernement du Québec (2018).  La CLEF, compter, lire, 
écrire en famille. 
Une plateforme numérique pour offrir aux parents des 
outils de soutien à l’apprentissage. Télé-Québec. 
laclef.tv 
 
Potvin Lavoie, A. (2017). Analyse d’implantation d’un 
programme de jardinage éducatif en services de garde à 
la petite enfance: perception des intervenantes du milieu. 
Mémoire de maîtrise inédit, Université de Montréal 
(Département de nutrition, faculté de médecine), 
Montréal, Québec. 
https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/bitstream/handle/
1866/19420/Potvin_Lavoie_Amelie_2017_memoire.pdf?seq
uence=2&isAllowed=y 
 
Société de recherche en orientation humaine (2017). À la 
découverte d’INSÉCURITÉ et de VOLONTÉ DE PUISSANCE. 
sroh.org 
 
Turmel, A. (2017). Le Québec par ses enfants. Une 
sociologie historique (1850-1950). Montréal, Québec: PUM. 
https://pum.umontreal.ca/catalogue/le-quebec-par-ses-
enfants 
 
UNESCO (2017). Investing against Evidence. The Global 
State of Early Childhood Care and Education, P.T.M. 
Marope et Y. Kaga (eds). 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org 
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OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in March, 
June and November. We expect your news by the 
beginning of May for the next issue. Please send 
them preferably by e-mail to: 
Denise_Doyon@uqac.ca and in c.c. to omep-
canada@videotron.ca 
 
Thank you to Madeleine Baillargeon for her great 
collaboration to the preparation of this issue.  Thanks 
also to Madeleine Baillargeon for English translations 
and to Gabriella Vitos for revisions. Thanks to Karine 
Cloutier-Côté for the page-setting. 
 

Denise Doyon 
Chair of the Newsletter Committee 

 
OMEP-Canada’s mailing address :  
390, Grande Allée ouest, app. 33 
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6 
E-mail : omep-canada@videotron.ca    

Websites :  

World OMEP: www.worldomep.org/ (english, french, 
spanish) 
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org 

Facebook (french/english) : 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADA-
Organisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducation-
Préscolaire/163119042306  

 
Child Development, January/February 2018, Volume 89, 
Issue 1 
 
Child Development, November/December 2017, Volume 
88, Issue 6 
onlinelibrary.wiley.com 
 
Childhood Education, Volume 94, Issue 1, 2018 
www.tandfonline.com/toc/uced20/current 
 
Children Explorer, Autumn 2017 Issue 
childhoodexplorer.org 
 
Children in Scotland Magazine,  Issue 184, February- 
March 2018 
Are equal rights for our LGBT young people finally on the 
map? 
childreninscotland.org.uk 
 
Contemporary Issues in Early Childhood, Volume 18, Issue 
4, December 2017 
Special Issue: (Re) - conceptualizing relationship in infant-
toddler pedagogy 
journals.sagepub.com 
 
Early Childhood Education Journal, Volume 46, January 
2018, Issue 1 
link.springer.com/journal/10643 
 
ECDVU News 2017/2018 
(Early Childhood Development Virtual University) 
- New UNESCO CO-Chair welcome 
- Promoting ECD Capacity in sub-Saharan Africa: Diverse 
vehicles: seminars, conferences, ECDVU, scholars 

- AfECN Update 

- ECD compendium over 1 000 entries! 
 
www.ecdinafrica.org 
 
 
International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 49, 
Number 3, 2017 
Special Issue: Contemporary Research on Early Childhood 
Education for Sustainability 
 http://link.springer.com/search?query=international+journ
al+of+early+childhood 
 
 
Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, Volume 39, 
Issue 1, 2018 
www.tandfonline.com/toc/ujec20/current 
 
Journal of Research in Childhood Education, Volume 32, 
2018 
acei.org 
 
Le Furet No 89 (Déc. 2017) : NEUROSCIENCES, quoi de neuf 
pour la petite enfance 
lefuret.org 
 

 
Monographs of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, March 2018, Volume 83, Issue 1 
onlinelibrary.wiley.com 
 
OMEP Journal of Theory into Practice (2018).  
Title for Inaugural Issue:  Constructing Early Childhood 
Cultures of Peace, Rights, Play, and Participation 
This first issue will be launched at the 2018 World Assembly 
and Conference in Prague, Czech Republic in 
Celebration of OMEP’s 70th Anniversary  
 
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 56, nº1 / hiver 2018 
36e Congrès 
Être présent… un pas à la fois 
www.aepq.ca 
 
Young Children, March 2018 - Vol. 73, No. 1 
www.naeyc.org/yc/currentissue 
  
 
 


