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Dear members of OMEP-Canada, 
 
Although spring is slowly settling, leaving behind memories of a winter that is too short for 
some but endless for others, OMEP members know that spring marks the time to register 
for the World Assembly and Conference to be held in Panama this summer. Surely, the 
sun and the heat will be at this annual rendez-vous! 
 
 

 
 
 

This international conference will be held from July 24 to 26, 2019 under the theme: 
Identities and Cultures in Early Childhood Education. It is interesting to note that among 
the various sub-themes selected, the cultural dimension and the role of children in their 
community are key elements of South American culture. You can find all the information 

about this event at https://omeppanama.com/. 
 
A self-organized symposium is presented by Johanne April of the Université du Québec 
en Outaouais and Hélène Larouche of the Université de Sherbrooke who are members of 
OMEP-Canada. The result of the call for proposals will be announced on April 30, 2019. 
The deadline for early registration is May 20, 2019. 
 

 

 

Sustainable Development  
 
In December 2018, a global meeting on education was held in Brussels, Belgium. OMEP 
was represented and participants were invited to review the progress of the 2030 
Agenda and Sustainable Development Goals and commitments. I invite you to consult 
the site and more specifically objective 4 in connection with education. In addition, you 
will find activities and resources dedicated to young children. 
 
 https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/fr/ 
 

Our President and Vice-President for North America and 
the Caribbean’s Column 
et les Caraïbes 
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Education for sustainable development (ESD) is ranked 
among the top priorities for OMEP. In this context, as 
announced in the previous Newsletter, the members of 
the OMEP-Canada Board of Directors continue to reflect 
on the different dimensions of this concept in relation to 
early childhood education.  
 
This brings me to inform you of a competition organized by 
OMEP. This contest is for education for sustainable 
development. Although at the time of reading this, the 
deadline will be exceeded for 2019, I wanted to transmit 
the information because I know that extraordinary 
projects are realized in centres de la petite enfance, in 
day-care centres and in kindergarten classes. You can 
therefore anticipate your participation in this annual 
competition by making sure you document the stages of 
your projects and present the various impacts. This is how 
the Tortue Têtue centre de la petite enfance presented a 
project entitled "CPE Tortue Têtue, CPE durable"(Tortue 
Têtue centre, sustainable centre). The same goes for 
Nancy Green, a 5-year-old kindergarten teacher, who this 
year presented a project she had done last year with the 
children in her class on raising frogs at school. You can find 
it at this address: https://biogenus.ca/school-school-
projects/earning-school-school/ 
 
The winners are invited to present their project during a 
parallel session of the World Conference. For the year 
2020, the date and place will be announced in Panama. 
The winning projects will be featured on the OMEP website 
http://worldomep.org and on the ESD resource bank 
http://eceresourcebank.org/. 
 
 
General Assembly 
 
In order to allow you to plan ahead, I am already 
informing you of the date of our next general meeting. It 
will be held in Gatineau on October 3, 2019. It will be 
followed by an evening activity which we will be 
announcing shortly. Hoping to see you there. 

 
 
 

Christiane Bourdages Simpson 
President, OMEP-Canada 

Vice-president for North America and the Caribbean 
Region 

christianebsimpson@gmail.com 
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

 

News… 

 

…from Quebec 
 
Retention in school 
 
The Retention in School Days were held from February 11 
to 15. The theme this year was “What We do Every Day to 
Help Students Succeed”. The development of the full 
potential of the young children requires a multitude of 
actions that are within the reach of everyone - parents, 
educators, teachers, etc. Let’s share them! 

 

Meeting young children’s needs 

 
The Quebec government is concerned about 
developmental delays that affect many preschool 
children. The government announced the addition of 800 
professionals to the health network over the next two 
years in order to take early care of children with 
developmental delays. In addition, a new web platform 
will be launched as part of this new program aimed at 
assessing children’s needs in order to guide them to the 
right professional. 

 

Taking Action Early 

 
The online hub for concerted action in early childhood 
agirtot.org has a new section: Zoom on play! Here you 
may discover the different types of play and their impact 
on children’s development, examples of actions to 
promote play by our different early childhood partners, as 
well as a set of video clips related to this topic.  

 

 

Ginette Beauséjour 
Quebec Representative 

 
 
 

… from Ontario 
 
The importance of reading from birth on 
 
From birth to age five, children's language development 
and learning grows at breakneck speed. "Pronunciation, 
vocabulary, grammar, speech and personal style are all 
elements of language that progress, faster than at any 
other age in life.”  (Des Chênes, 2008) 
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• get the child to make assumptions about what will 
follow; 
 

• invite the child to express his or her opinions and 
feelings, to express ideas or to tell in his own words 
part of the story.  

 

Finally, it is good to know that several studies (Richek, 
2005, Bromley, 2004) show that there is a strong correlation 
between good vocabulary knowledge and success in 
reading comprehension in future years. 
 
References: 
 
Des Chênes, Rosine. (2008). Moi, j'apprends en parlant. 
Montréal. p. 35. 
Knoerr, Hélène. Ontogénèse du langage: acquisition et 
développement du langage chez l’enfant. Repéré le 16 
janvier 2019 au 
aix1.uottawa.ca/~hknoerr/LIN1720cours10.ppt. 
Adaptation. p. 12.  
 
 

Ressources 
 
Best Start – Activities & Games, Videos  
 
 

 
Hélène Pouliot-Cleare 

Ontario representative 
pouliotcleareh@gmail.com 

www.chezmadamehelene.com 

 
 
 

…from Alan Pence 

 
Given our shared engagement with ECD internationally, I 
would like to flag for you a recently released (January, 
2019) volume from Routledge: Pedagogies for Diverse 
Contexts. 

When I was approached in 2017 by the Thinking About 
Pedagogy in ECEseries editors, Alma Fleet & Michael 
Reed, to co-edit a volume in that series, the theme I 
wished to address was diversity as I had already planned 
to bring together a set of authors whose work I found 
inspiring and which I felt could form a rich, diverse and 
complementary set of chapters.  

interested in the sounds, the tone, the music of the 
language, then the words, phrases, descriptions, stories 
and interactions with adults and this in any language. 
When he hears a new word in a song, a conversation or in 
a story; he will often want to know the meaning. By taking 
the time to explain it to him and using it at other times of 
the day; the child imitates the adult and uses it himself. It is 
wrong to believe that the vocabulary must be simplified 
for fear that it will be too difficult to learn. On the contrary, 
it is better to enrich the individual vocabulary of each 
child according to his interests.  
 
The young child is very fond of being read stories; 
especially by an adult comfortably settled in a quiet 
corner, to create intimacy. He likes to recognize himself in 
stories that resemble his own life or stories of animals, farm, 
cars, action and humor. He asks to re-read again and 
again a story that touches him particularly. He develops 
the pleasure and the taste of reading, enriches his 
vocabulary, his knowledge and his understanding of the 
world around him. He learns how to hold a book, that its 
orientation is important, that we start reading from the 
front cover and that we turn the pages one by one. He 
also discovers the importance of illustrations that they tell 
a story, that what is said can be written, that what is 
written can be read, that there is a certain order and 
sequence in the unfolding of the story. In short, even 
before starting kindergarten, the latter acquires a wealth 
of knowledge that will facilitate his learning throughout his 
life. 
 
"Different cultural and social contexts, including the 
quality of stimulation, the availability of resources and the 
preferred modes of interaction within communities, affect 
the developmental and learning potential of each child." 
(Knoerr, 2019) 

 
 
For this purpose, the following suggestions are offered:  
 

• discover the interests and preferences of the child 
while choosing books; 
 

• choose interactive books that invite movement, 
singing or making sounds, with tabs or flaps, with 
textures or with repetitive texts; 

 
• read the text beforehand, identify the words that 

can cause difficulties, decide which ones to keep 
and explain and finally determine what needs to 
be paraphrased; 

 
• slow down the reading speed, which is often too 

fast and take breaks to give the child time to 
appreciate certain passages and for reflection; 

 
 



 
 Page 4 Winter 2019 � Volume 48, Numéro 1 � OMEP-CANADA 	  

 
 
 
  
 
 

	  
I was grateful that my subsequent invitations resulted in 
acceptances from long-standing leaders and friends in 
ECD and CD (like Bob Myers, Robert Serpell, Bob and 
Sarah Levine, Jennie Ritchie, Lyn Fasoli, and Margo 
Greenwood), as well as individuals whose work I was only 
more recently aware of (like Constanza Alarcon Parraga 
and Mere Skerrett). These authors in turn brought in co-
authors, expanding the pool of contributions. I am very 
pleased with the range of topics addressed and the 
locations and contexts included, extending from 
Aotearoa/New Zealand and Australia, to Africa and on to 
the Americas, as well as locations and topics from co-
editor Janet Harvell’s contacts in China, Sri Lanka, Africa 
and Europe. 

While the series was conceived by the series editors as ECE 
post-secondary texts, I see the value of this volume as 
much broader.  Many of the chapters offer critical insights 
into innovative approaches and understandings that press 
the field to achieve a level of diverse understandings 
required of a field that aspires to be globally 
representative. 
 
 

	  
 

Best wishes, 
 

Alan Pence, PhD 
UNESCO Co-Chair in Early Childhood Education, Care and 

Development, 
Centre for Global Studies, University of Victoria and 
Professor Emeritus, School of Child and Youth Care, 

University of Victoria  
Director, Early Childhood Development Virtual University 

(ECDVU) 
apence@uvic.ca    

www.alanpence.ca  
 

 

Events 

May 10-11, 2019, Vancouver, B. C., Canada 
SPARK conference: Challenging divides & surfacing 
connections 
https://www.childcarecanada.org/resources/events/18/0
9/spark-conference-challenging-divides-surfacing-

connections  
karima.rehmani@gmail.com  

 

 
May 11-12, 2019, Vancouver, B. C., Canada 
SPARK: The Early Years Conference 
https://blogs.ubc.ca/sparkece/welcome/ 
 
May 16-18, 2019, Lisbonne / Sintra, Portugal 
The OMEP European Conference 2019, Theme: Education 
for sustainable development 
https://goo.gl/forms/IqIEOLB3ipJQkVrP2 
omepportugal@gmail.com 
 
May 27-31, 2019, Gatineau, Que., Canada 
87e congrès de l’ACFAS 
acfas.ca 
 
May 25, 2019, All over the World 
World Play day 
http://www.kananas.com/associationdesludothequesfran
caises/la-fete-du-jeu/ 
http://itla-toylibraries.org/home/ 
 
June 1- 5, 2019, Vancouver, B. C., Canada 
CSSE Annual Conference 
https://csse-scee.ca/conference-2019/ 
 
June 5, 2019, Québec, Que., Canada 
S’arrimer à l’immaturité du cerveau de l’enfant 
Conference hosted by Regroupement des CPE de 
Québec, Chaudière-Appalaches.  
http://www.rcpeqc.org/ 

June 24-27, 2019, Toronto, Ont., Canada 
2019 Canada International Conference on Education 
(CICE) 
http://ciceducation.org 
 
July 3-5, 2019, Bordeaux, France 
Congrès international de l’AREF 2019 
https://aref2019.sciencesconf.org 
 

September 5-7, 2019, Kyoto, Japan  
OMEP Asia Pacific Regional Conference 2019 
www.omepjpn.org/aprconference2019 
omepjpnapr2019@gmail.com 
	  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 21, 2019, All over the World 
International Day of Peace 
un.org.peaceday 
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October 4-5, 2019, Gatineau, QC, Canada 
38e congrès de l’AÉPQ 
www.aepq.ca 
 
October 5, 2019, All over the World 
World Teachers' Days 
fr.unesco.org 
 
October 15, 2019, All over the World 
World Handwashing Day 
https://www.journee-mondiale.com/54/journee-mondiale-
du-lavage-des-mains.htm 
 
November 20, 2019, All over the World 
World Child Day 
http://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/ 

 
From our bookshelf 
 
Allard, É. (2018). L'interdisciplinarité en sciences et en arts à 
l'éducation préscolaire: effets sur le développement cognitif 
des enfants. Mémoire de maîtrise inédit, Université du 
Québec à Trois-Rivières, Trois-Rivières, Québec. 
http://depot-e.uqtr.ca/8422 

 
Avenir d’enfants. L’approche écosystémique et les 10 
facteurs de protection 
http://agirtot.org/thematiques/facteurs-de-protection/   

 
Child care in the news 
https://www.childcarecanada.org/documents/child-care-
news 
 
EQPPEM (2019). Enquête québécoise sur le parcours 
préscolaire des enfants de maternelle 2017 
http://www.stat.gouv.qc.ca/statistiques/education/prescolai
re-primaire/eqppem.html 
 
Jacob, Élisabeth et Charron, Annie (2018). « Enjeux d’une 
recherche collaborative menée avec trois enseignantes 
atikamekws à l’éducation préscolaire ». Revue hybride de 
l’éducation, Vol. 2 no 2 
http://revues.uqac.ca/index.php/rhe/article/view/191/736 
 
Lehman, Charles Fain (2019). Are Kids Too Expensive in 
America? Analysis: New CDC data shed light on connection 
between childcare costs, birth rates 
https://freebeacon.com/issues/are-kids-too-expensive-in-
america/ 
 
Létourneau, M. et Normand-Guérette, D. (2017). « Équilibrer 
la volonté de puissance et l'insécurité pour renforcer 
l'identité ». 
Psychologie préventive. Chronique sur l’intelligence 
émotionnelle, en ligne : 
http://www.sroh.org/fr/intelligence-emotionnelle-
section/216-equilibrer-la-volonte-de-puissance-et-l-insecurite-
pour-renforcer-l-identite 
 
Munro, Rob (2019). Interior cities wading carefully into child 

care studies 
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/interior-cities-wading-carefully-
into-child-care-studies/it58978 
 
Naitre et grandir. Les bienfaits du jeu 
naitreetgrandir.com/accueil/3 à 5ans/Apprentissage et jeux 
 
Youmans, Sandy, Andrew Combs, Lynda Colgan 
(2018). “Early Childhood Educators' and Teachers' Early 
Mathematics Education Knowledge, Beliefs, and Pedagogy” 
Canadian Journal of Education,Vol 41, no. 4, pp.1080-1104 
http://journals.sfu.ca/cje/index.php/cje-rce/issue/view/183 

 
International Journal of Early Childhood, Volume 50, Number 
3, 2018 
http://www.worldomep.org/ 

 
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 57, nº1 / hiver 2019 
Dossier : La maternelle 4 ans 
https://www.aepq.ca/revue-prescolaire/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
Une plateforme numérique pour offrir aux parents des outils 
de soutien à l’apprentissage. Télé-Québec. 
laclef.tv 
 
Potvin Lavoie, A. (2017). Analyse d’implantation d’un 
programme de jardinage éducatif en services de garde à la 
petite enfance: perception des intervenantes du milieu. 
Mémoire de maîtrise inédit, Université de Montréal 
(Département de nutrition, faculté de médecine), Montréal, 
Québec. 
https://papyrus.bib.umontreal.ca/xmlui/bitstream/handle/18

 
OMEP-Canada's Newsletter is published in March, 
June and November. We expect your news by the 
beginning of May for the next issue. Please send 
them preferably by e-mail to Denise Doyon: 
denise_doyon@uqac.ca and in c.c. to omep-
canada@videotron.ca. 
 

The present issue of the Newsletter was prepared by 
Julie Rousseau, with the collaboration of Denise 
Doyon and Madeleine Baillargeon. Thank you to 
Karine Cloutier-Cote for the page-setting. 
 

Denise Doyon 
Chair of the Newsletter Commitee 

 
 
 
OMEP-Canada’s mailing address :  
390, Grande Allée ouest, app. 33 
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6 
E-mail : omep-canada@videotron.ca    

Websites :  

World OMEP: www.worldomep.org/ (english, french, 
spanish) 
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org 

Facebook (french/english) : 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/OMEP-CANADA-
Organisation-Mondiale-pour-lÉducation-
Préscolaire/163119042306 

 


