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Our President’s and Vice-President for North America 
and the Caribbean’s Column 
 

 
Dear OMEP Canada Members, 
 
I return filled with pride from Panama where I had the privilege to represent the region of 
North America and the Caribbean at the 71st World Assembly for early childhood education. 
Canada was well represented at the following conference, ‘Identities and culture in the early 
childhood education’.  Significant decisions have been taken regarding the future world 
projects of OMEP, including the adoption of the World Declaration on the measures to be 
taken following the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). 
 
Panama 2019 
I thank Nancy Green, who ensured the representation of chairmanship at the World 
Assembly.  She also participated to the regional meeting and presented the meeting of 
representatives of OMEP-USA and OMEP-Haiti.  Four new projects have been presented at 
the World Assembly.  I strongly invite you to participate according to your role in the network 
of early childhood education.  For more information you can consult the following websites: 
OMEP-Canada http://omep-canada.org/ and OMEP-World http://worldomep.org/ 
 
Evaluation scale on sustainable development in the early childhood education: A world 
project on education for sustainable development (ESD) and nationality.  This is an 
evaluation scale on sustainable development (OMEP ESD Scale, version 2, currently 
available in English only, and with translation in progress). 
 
Webinars: Webinar presentation on policies, practices and research within OMEP: Four 
presentations are scheduled during the year, and they will be announced on different web 
platforms; 
 
Bursaries for young researchers: A bursary is offered by the OMEP South Korea, ‘OMEP Young 
Scholars’ for young researchers who undertake work related to early childhood education; 
 
Creative art: A new world project for children who will be invited to participate to a creative 
art related to different articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The projects will 
be presented at the next conference in 2020. 
OMEP continues its projects, such as the contest ‘Education for sustainable development’ 
(ESD), which, as I remind you, was won by one of our members and her team in Panama. For 
more details, read the section News from Quebec. 
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2019 World Declaration 
Each year, the World Assembly makes a 
declaration associated with the concerns of 
the early childhood education. This year, the 
World Declaration of OMEP overviews the 30 
years after adoption of the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (CRC).  This is to endorse our 
commitment to move forward in the 
realisation and implementation of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, always 
giving priority to the best interests of the child. 
The CRC proposes four guiding principles for 
its interpretation and application: the best 
interests of the child, the right to non-
discrimination, the right to life, survival and 
development, and the freedom of expression 
and to be heard. 
It was ratified by the members of the 
assembly, and I was honoured to read it in 
French at the closing ceremony of the World 
Assembly. I invite you to acknowledge it, 
distribute it and take the actions necessary in 
your respective networks. http://omep-
canada.org/   
 
World executive meeting 
The members of the General Assembly 
elected a new World Chair. She is Mercedes 
Mayol Lasalle, currently the Vice-Chair of Latin 
America. Elin Eriksen Ødegaard (Norway) was 
also elected as the new world treasurer of 
OMEP, as well as Desirée López De Maturana 
Luna (Chile) as the new Vice-Chair of Latin 
America. Udomluck Kulapichitr was re-
elected as the Vice-Chair for Asia Pacific. 
Their mandate starts in January 2020.   
 

  
 

Mercedes Mayol Lasalle and Christiane 
Bourdages-Simpson 

 
At the time you are reading this, the OMEP-
Canada General Assembly has already been 
held and we are working on designing our 

action plan for 2019–2020. Here is a summary 
of what I presented to the members at 
Gatineau on October 3rd. 
 

• Sustainable development 
Sustainable development is at the heart of the 
world worries at this time. Whether we talk 
about environment, climate change or social 
inequalities, education must be at the heart of 
this debate.  Early childhood education is also 
needed.  Following a thought started within 
the administration council, OMEP-Canada in 
collaboration with certain members plan to 
organise an activity in order to allow for more 
to join us and identify the actions necessary to 
be implemented for children, their parents 
and the early childhood teachers (0–8 years). 

• 60 years of OMEP-Canada Activity 
As the result of memorable work by the 
mastery hands of the Vice-Chair, Madeleine 
Baillargeon, the document that recounts the 
60 years from the establishment of OMEP-
Canada will soon be ready for distribution.  I 
would like to thank her for this work that 
requested jogging the memory of quite a few 
members, who have generously submitted to 
this task, by sending her information, 
achievements and photos related to various 
events and activities organised along the 
years. 

• Status of charitable organisation 
Over the years, an update of our status of 
charitable organisation was necessary.  The 
procedures undertaken with different 
authorities that manage the regulations have 
proven to be complex due to, in particular, 
some restrictions applied by the Canada 
Revenue Agency.   Our objective is to 
relaunch this file. If you have knowledge in this 
area or you are interested in accompanying 
us in this task, do not hesitate to inform us.  
Your collaboration is welcomed. 
 

• 2021 Assembly and Conference 
The project to organise the 2021 World 
Assembly and Conference in Canada is still 
part of our working plans.  Several stages 
remain to be drafted before confirming the 
venue of this event.  By talking about it now 
gives us the opportunity to survey the interest 
of our members, elicit collaborations and 
essential partnerships in order to succeed with 
a project of this magnitude.   
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• Symposium  

The 72nd World Assembly and Conference of 
OMEP will take place in Athens, Greece, from 
13 to 17 July 2020.  Like every year, we will 
have the opportunity to present a self-
organised symposium in English or in French.  
We will call for action at the right time.  
Meanwhile, do not hesitate to contact me for 
more information or visit the website 
http://www.omep2020.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 
OMEP-Canada: 2020 memberships  
It is almost time to renew your membership to 
our organisation.  I remind you that you can 
do it by using the form you can find on our 
new website. 
Do not hesitate to recruit someone from your 
entourage or your network who is also 
involved with early childhood education.  
Finally, I would like to thank Marie Jolicoeur for 
our new website’s design.  She will team up 
with Jean-Yves Lévesque in order to keep us 
informed.  
 
I wish you a beautiful autumn and see you at 
the next newsletter. 
 
 
 

Christiane Bourdages Simpson 
President, OMEP-Canada 

Vice-president for North America and the 
Caribbean Region 

christianebsimpson@gmail.com 

 

News… 
 
…from Quebec  
 
 
CPE Tortue têtue 
The education for sustainable development 
(ESD) is classified among the main priorities of 
OMEP, and from 2010, OMEP sponsors the 
contest of the best projects on ESD carried out 
by its members worldwide. 
I am happy to announce that Sylvie Martel, 
OMEP-Canada member, won the award for 
education for sustainable development at 
the 10th annual contest of OMEP.  
Congratulations to Ms. Martel, who presented 
this project, and to the members of the Centre 
de la petite enfance (CPE) Tortue têtue Child 
Care Centre, who participated in its 
implementation. By this I mean thank you to 
the CPE staff, parents, children, administrators, 
and members of various internal or UQAM 
committees, who supported this project. 
CPE Tortue têtue was founded in 2015 by and 
for the UQAM students to cater to the needs 
of their families. From 2016, CPE joined the 
educational organisation entitled 
ENvironment JEUnesse and obtained a CPE 
sustainable development certification. The 
staff and the children perform daily echo 
sustainable activities: washable diapers, 
vermicomposting, vegetarian menu, zero-
waste picnic, and mini vegetable garden, 
and not in the least, sustainable supply policy.  
As you can see by reading about their 
projects, which you can find on the OMEP-
Canada website, for them, is a way of life.  
 

Ginette Beauséjour 
Quebec Representative 
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… from the World Assembly 
and Conference of OMEP in 
Panama 
 
Participation as the President’s representative 
After an early flight out of Montreal I settled 
into my seat for the Toronto – Panama City 
portion of my flight. It was my first time 
traveling to Central America and I was looking 
forward to being in a totally new environment. 
My seatmate arrived and I immediately knew 
that we had met before, and at an OMEP 
event. Lise Allard and I quickly established 
that we had met for the first time in 
Gothenburg in 2010. The flight went by very 
quickly as we exchanged ideas. 
 
July 22nd was the first day of the World 
Assembly. It was very interesting to meet the 
people sitting near me at the table. Canada’s 
close neighbour included Brazil, China, 
Croatia, Chile, and Columbia. While 
language was a bit of a barrier, conversations 
were lively as we waited for the assembly to 
begin. Looking around the U shaped table 
many people seemed to be renewing 
friendships or getting to know each other. 
 
We had the pleasure of listening to 
presentations on “Building Peaceful Societies” 
by Rima Salah, “The Right to Education and 
Care in Early Childhood” by Mercedes Mayol 
Lassalle and a Panamanian Government 
Representative who welcomed us to 
Panama. Notable presentations were given 
by Maria Pia Belloni Mignatti who represents 
OMEP at the “UN” and Lisbeth Gouin, one of 
the OMEP representatives to UNESCO. (You 
are invited to read the text of Lisbeth Gouin 
on the OMEP-Canada website). It was 
sobering to learn and reflect on the conditions 
facing the too numerous migrant children 
around the world. Thirty years after the United 
Nations adopted the Convention of the Rights 
of the Child, too many children are living in 
situations where their basic rights are not 
respected. 
We had the honor of saluting the outgoing 
president Dr. Eunhye Park and then voting for 
and celebrating the new president Mercedes 
Mayol Lassalle. 
 
When the conference began on the 24th it 
was a pleasure to attend symposiums given 
by researchers from different countries. During 
breaks, participants discussed common 

interests and sometimes explored the 
possibility of working together. Some 
discussions were continued over dinner with 
friends from Canada, France and Haïti. The 
seafood and Pisco Sour would be worth a 
return visit. 
 
School visits took place on the morning of the 
25th and we could see that the teachers and 
parents had gone to a great deal of effort to 
showcase the children’s work. Traditional 
dances were performed and the children 
wore clothing typical of Panama. Parents and 
staff served us lunch and deserts that featured 
sugar cane, ceviche, corn and rice. 
 
I was honoured to represent Canada at the 
World Assembly in Panama City. While this was 
my third International OMEP conference, I felt 
that I met more people and enjoyed more 
interesting discussions than ever before. I will 
look forward to the next conference in 
Greece in 2020. 
 

Nancy Green  
OMEP-Canada Board Officer 

 
 
School visit 
Instituto Panamericano, a school of 1800 
pupils, welcomed a delegation from the 
World Organization for Early Childhood 
Education to share information on their school 
organization structure. THANK YOU and 
BRAVO! 
 

Lise Allard 
OMEP-Canada member 

President and founder of Les aidants scolaires 
aidantsscolaires.com 

 
 

 
Lise Allard among children and their teacher 
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Francophone Symposium at the OMEP-
Panama Congress: 
Identities and cultures in early childhood 
education 
For the 71st OMEP Congress, which took place 
in Panama City from July 24 to 26, Johanne 
April and I, Hélène Larouche, invited the 
members of OMEP-Canada to submit a 
proposal to our symposium entitled Co-
construction of a childhood culture: a 
renewed conception of child-centered 
education. During this symposium, we would 
like to think together about the place we 
want to give to the child in our current and 
future society. As we witness a legitimate 
global recognition of children’s rights, why 
return to this old concept of child-centered 
education? Pre-school education is strongly 
inspired by what is known as the new 
pedagogy, and draws on a long humanist 
and rousseauist tradition. Could it be that a 
return to the sources provides insight leading 
to revisiting a childhood culture from a co-
construction perspective?  
 

 
LIse Allard during her presentation 

 
We provide here a brief overview of the works 
presented. Lise Allard, founding president of 
Les Aidants Scolaires (The School Volunteers), 
presented her organization by explaining that 
it represents a facilitative organizational 
structure where the School Volunteers, who 
are members of the local community, help 
young people chart their personal life paths 
by sharing with them their own values and life 
experiences, and making them appreciative 
of the rewarding opportunities available to 
them as well as of the challenges ahead. 
Johanne April presented a study, conducted 
with her colleague Catherine Lanaris, at the 
University of Quebec in Outaouais, on the 
educational relationship that respects the 
needs of children: between adult 
dependence and emancipation. They 

wanted us to think as a collective about the 
role of the adult in children’s developmental 
needs in a pedagogy based on 
developmental approach, and how to build 
an educative interaction that will consider the 
children’s developmental needs without 
putting them in a dependent relationship with 
the adult. Danièle Perruchon, chair of OMEP-
France, spoke about children's literature, 
which allows us to work on the question of 
hospitality and acceptance of others from an 
early age. The many examples also dealt with 
the inclusive care of all children and their 
families regardless of their background, and 
the role of the librarians. Christelle Robert-
Mazaye of UQO presented a meta-research 
conducted with an inter-university team that 
aimed to question the place of the children in 
studies concerning them, to better 
understand how they are viewed within a 
research, as an object or as an actor in their 
development. For my part, I presented the 
results of a collaborative research conducted 
with my colleague, Diane Biron, at the 
University of Sherbrooke. We wanted to 
highlight one of the great challenges of the 
child-centered education, of finding the right 
balance between meeting their needs and 
interests while providing a structured 
framework for learning. Inspired by the work of 
Margaret Carr, we examined the provisions of 
the child and of the adult in what we have 
called active learning vignettes (ALV).  
 

Hélène Larouche 
Professor at Université de Sherbrooke 

OMEP-Canada member 
helene.larouche@usherbrooke.ca 

 

 
… from OMEP Latin America 
 
International Forum on Inclusion and Equity in 
Education "Every learner matters" 
The UNESCO International Forum on Inclusion 
and Equity in Education "Every learner 
matters", was held in Cali, Colombia, from 
September, 11th. to 13th, 2019. It was organized 
by UNESCO in cooperation with the Ministry of 
Education of Colombia and the City of Cali, 
commemorating the 25th anniversary of 
the World Conference on Special Needs 
Education held in Salamanca. We had 
discussed over the challenges and strategies 
for overcoming persistent barriers for 
vulnerable and marginalized groups in 
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relation with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 
Documents are available on the 
page: https://en.unesco.org/themes/inclusio
n-in-education/international-forum-2019 

In addition, our research The right to early 
childhood education and care: perspectives 
from Latin America and the Caribbean, 
CLADE, 2018, made in cooperation by 
OMEP/CLADE/EDUCO has been included in 
the document "Key Partners' Resources in 
English, French and Spanish", but, 
unfortunately it is miscategorized within the 
ECLAC list. 
Activities included panels and side sessions. I 
was Panelist at the Session 1 Encouraging 
partnerships for early childhood inclusion, 
learning and development, coordinated by 
Dragana Sretenov of Open Society 
Foundations, together with Carmen Dionne, 
of the University of Québec, Canada, Natalia 
Soffi, NGO Director Step by Step, Ukraine and 
Ekaterine Dgebuadze of the Georgian Ministry 
of Education.  

Ever since these events are conducive for 
building relationships for political advocacy 
and to increase the visibility of OMEP, I have 
been talking with ministries, officials and 
actors of governments, UNESCO and CSOs 
(civil society organizations). 
 
I thank the World President of OMEP, Eunhye 
Park, for authorizing the reimbursement of my 
airfare expenses. Unfortunately, UNESCO was 
not able to collaborate with OMEP, so the 
hotel and food expenses were paid by my 
own. 
 
Finally, I would like to highlight the quality of 
the specialists and politicians convened and 
the importance of exchanges in order to 
understand the evolution of the Agenda 2030 
and the topics of the debates and concerns, 
related to the Objectives for Sustainable 
Development, which are permanently re-
signified. 
Warm regards 

Mercedes Mayol Lasalle 
OMEP President-elect 

Events 

 
November 11, 2020, Quebec, Canada 
Key-note by Catherine Guegen 
Repenser l’éducation à la lumière des 
neurosciences affectives 
https://www.repeqc.org/formulaire-d-
inscription 
 
November 20, 2019, All over the World 
World Child Day 
http://www.un.org/en/events/childrenday/ 

 
November 20–21, 2019, Paris, France 
Investigating Childhood Inequalities 
https://inegalenfance.sciencesconf.org/ 
 
November 20-23, 2019, Nashville, Tennessee, 
USA 
NAEYC 2019 Annual Conference  
Naeyc.org 
 
November 24-25, 2019, Oran, Algeria 
8e Colloque international du RIFEFF 
La formation des maîtres en question dans la 
francophonie 
colloque2019.rifeff.org 
 
November 26-28, 2019, Milan, Italy 
Open Education Global 2019 Conference 
https://conference.oeconsortium.org/2019/c
fp/ 
 
March 3 – 5, 2020, Paris, France 
International Conference on Education 
Development and Studies (ICEDS 2020) 
http://www.iceds.org/ 
 
April 30 - May 1st 2020, Montréal, Quebec, 
Canada 
7e Colloque international en éducation 
Enjeux actuels et futurs de la formation et de 
la profession enseignante 
https://colloque2020.crifpe.ca/fr/? 
 
May 4 – 8, 2020, Sherbrooke, Quebec, 
Canada 
88e Congrès de l’ACFAS 
acfas.ca 
 
May 30 - June 5, 2020, London, Ontario, 
Canada 
Federation for the Humanities and Social 
Sciences 
« Bridging Divides » 
www.ideas-idees.ca 
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July 13 – 17, 2020, Athens, Greece 
72nd World OMEP Assembly and Conference 
Early Childhood Education in the 21st century: 
new perspectives and dilemmas 
World Assembly: 13 – 14 July, 2020 
Conference, 15 – 17 July, 2020 
http://www.omep2020.org/ 
 
April 20-23, 2021, Vancouver, B.C., Canada 
World Forum on Early Care and Education 
worldforumfoundation.org 
 
 

From our Bookshelf 
 
Bouchard, C. (dir.) (2019). Le développement 
global de l’enfant de 0 à 6 ans en contextes 
éducatifs, 2e édition. Québec : Presses de 
l’Université du Québec 
 
Conseil supérieur de l’éducation (2019). Toward 
a school enriched by all its students 
English electronic version of tools and 
materials: 
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/lp/ces/ecole-
riche-eleves/index.php#anglaistext  
www.cse.gouv.qc.ca 
 
Government of Canada (2019). Investing in 
our future – National Progress Report on Early 
Learning and Child Care. Employment and 
Social Development Canada. 
<https://www.canada.ca/fr/emploi-
developpement-
social/nouvelles/2019/08/assurer-un-bel-
avenir-a-nos-enfants.html>  
 
Jung, C. (2019). Protéger l’enfant. Mise en 
perspective d’une reconfiguration du statut de 
l’enfance. Champ social. 
champsocial.com 
 
Lahire, B. (dir.) (2019). Enfances de classe. De 
l’inégalité parmi les enfants. Paris, France : 
Éditions du Seuil 
http://www.seuil.com/ouvrage/enfances-de-
classe-collectif/9782021419603 
 
Lauzon, F. avec la collaboration de Francine 
Godin (2019). L’éducation psychomotrice, 2e 
édition. Source d’autonomie et de 
dynamisme. 
Presses de l’Université du Québec 
 

Marinova, K. et Drainville, R. (2019). « La pression 
ressentie par les enseignantes à adopter des 
pratiques scolarisantes pour les apprentissages 
du langage écrit à l’éducation préscolaire ». 
Canadian Journal of Education, Vol. 42, No 3, 
Automne. 
http://journals.sfu.ca/cje/index.php/cje-
rce/article/view/3490 
 
Marinova, K. et coll. (2017). Lire et écrire dans 
des situations d’apprentissage issues du jeu : 
construire un savoir partagé. Rapport de 
recherche Programme Actions Concertées. 
Fonds de recherche et de culture, Québec. 
http://www.frqsc.gouv.qc.ca/documents/11
326/3344858/Rapport_2016-
2017_Krasimira.Marinova.pdf/0bcf7ea9-e823-
42fb-9fbb-30b2e185bcbc 
 
Roucoules, A. et Pepin, M. C. (2019). Pratiques 
éducatives. Enfants et adolescents aux 
comportement difficiles. Éres. 
editions-eres.com 
 
Sanguet. M. (2019). Bébés de rêves, rêves de 
bébés. Revue Spirale, Numéro 90. 
Éres 
Editions-eres.com 
 
West, A. & Noden, P. (2019). “Nationalizing” 
and Transforming the Public Funding of Early 
Years Education (and Care) in England 1996-
2017. British Journal of Educational Studies, 
Volume 67, 2019- Issue 2, p. 145-167. 
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rbje20/67/
2?nav=tocList& 
 
 
 
Childhood Explorer 2019 
Childhood Explorer: Learning together at 
Chapel School in the United States 
childhoodexplorer.org 
Dadajaans’s Academy: Where Character 
Counts 

 

Read more in our latest Childhood 
Explorer article here. 

 

Listen to the article on Soundcloud. 

 
CRRU e-news 07/19/2019 
Childcare Resources and Research UNIT 
Featured news: More than 3 000 new Toronto 
child care spaces at risk due to provincial 
cuts, Toronto Star 15, July 2019 
childcarecanada.org 
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CRRU e-news 08/21/2019 
Childcare Resources and Research UNIT 
Featured news: Manitoba PCs pledge child-
care subsidy, while NDP says waitlists grew 
under Tories, Time Colonist 18, August 2019 
 
CRRU e-news 08/28/2019 
Childcare Resources and Research UNIT 
Featured news: Child-Care crisis also work 
crisis, Winnipeg Free Press 
childcarecanada.org 
 
International Journal of Early Childhood, 
Volume 51, Number 2, 2019 
http://www.worldomep.org/

 
Le Furet 94, septembre 2019. Diriger, être 
dirigé.e, FAIRE ÉQUIPE 
www.lefuret.org 
 
OMEP: Theory into Practice, No. 2, 2019 
http://www.worldomep.org, under the 
“Journal” tab 
 
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 57, nº3 / Été 2019 
Dossier : La programmation et la robotique à 
l’éducation préscolaire 
https://www.aepq.ca/revue-prescolaire/ 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

OMEP-Canada’s Newsletter is published in March, June and 
November. We expect your news by the middle of January for the 
next issue. Please send them preferably by e-mail to Denise Doyon: 
denise_doyon@uqac.ca and in c.c. to omep-canada@videotron.ca 
 
Thank you to Gabriella Vitos for English translation and revision, and 
to Madeleine Baillargeon for her collaboration, including for the 
page-setting.  

Denise Doyon 
Chair of the Newsletter Committee 

 
 
OMEP-Canada ‘s mailing address:  
390, Grande Allée ouest, app. 33 
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6 
E-mail :l omep-canada@videotron.ca    

Websites:  

World OMEP: www.worldomep.org/ (English, French, Spanish) 
OMEP-Canada : www.omep-canada.org 

Facebook (English & French) :  
https://www.facebook.com/OMEP-CANADA-Organisation-Mondiale-
pour-lÉducation-Préscolaire-163119042306/ 


