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Our President’s and Vice-President for North America 
and the Caribbean’s Column 
 

 
Dear OMEP Canada Members, 
 
At the time I write these words, nothing will be as it was. The crisis caused by Covid-19 led to 
schools closing around the world. In Quebec, and everywhere in Canada, the lockdown, 
the quarantine, the masks, etc., are now part of the daily life of families.  
The children in lockdown have been deprived from one day to another of their care places, 
their education, their routine and their friends. Some families had to cope with working from 
home and schooling from home. Others were finding themselves in families with significant 
financial problems, in environments where tension can lead to violence, also affecting the 
mental health of parents and children alike. 

While some Canadian provinces and territories pushed back returning to kindergarten or 
school, in some areas in Quebec, the children were out of lockdown in May and June and 
learning how to tame their fear and learn to trust again. They proved to be resilient in order 
to adapt to their new environment, with new rules at the kindergarten or in class, to play and 
interact differently, while considering what the 2-metre distance means. It was the same for 
all adults who accompanied them and implemented all the new methods prescribed by the 
public health. 

I would like to acknowledge all the work of the adults who accompanied and supported the 
children and parents during the past few months. The rush of creativity, generosity and 
compassion I witnessed make me trust in the good outcome of the return of the educational 
childcare and classes for all. I also think of the professors and students in colleges and 
universities who must show their power of adaptation and creativity to enrol in the changes 
to come.  

As we start processing the extent of the transformations our daily lives underwent since the 
past months, we understand that we must quickly rethink social organisation, work 
organisation, transportation, meetings, etc.  

And what about education? How is it going to change? UNESCO has already opened a 
global discussion on the knowledge and learning by proposing the initiative futures of 
education: learning to become. It defines this concept as the education philosophy as well 
as pedagogical approach that sees learning as a continuously evolving process, which 
occurs during the entire life.   This philosophy is similar to the basis of preschool education. 

Thinking in terms of becoming, is to favour the potentials, reject destiny, and show flexibility 
and opening towards all that is new. It is about starting to think about the learning 
experiences that took place in schools and universities, and involve the players that move 
around the children. You can see the initiative here.  
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Within this initiative, UNESCO plans for 2050 
and on, in order to predict and shape the 
near and distant future at once.  
   
As a non-governmental organisation, OMEP 
participates in the sustainable development 
programme for 2030, when it comes to the 
objectives of education.  According to its 
mandate, it will also participate in the 
UNESCO initiative. To this purpose, our 
representative Mrs. Lisbeth Gouin, shares her 
thoughts on what she calls the new world after 
Covid-19. Her proposal is even more 
interesting when she attempts answering the 
following question: Would this catastrophe 
lead to a new beginning of education? 
Please see her message on the OMEP website 
here.  
 

 
  
 
OMEP-Canada also participates in this 
conversation. I invite you to check our website 
and our Facebook page to know the details.  
The administrative council of OMEP-Canada 
will resume its activities and its members are 
informed of the date of the next general 
Assembly and the suggested fall activity, 
virtually, of course.  
 
I would like to emphasise the work of our 
members, Krasimira Marinova (UQAT), 
Roxanne Drainville (UQAR) and Christian 
Dumais (UQTR) for their article published in the 
special edition of the Preschool Magazine 
entitled The urgency to play.  here.  
Here is the link to the video : 
https://www.facebook.com/30043680677537
9/posts/1701059716713074/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Finally, the commitment, mobilisation and 
great creativity that the educators and 
teachers showed during this pandemic let me 
believe that we have already started our 
thinking and we already are reshaping 
preschool education.   
 
 

Christiane Bourdages-Simpson 
President, OMEP Canada 

christianebsimpson@gmail.com 
Vice-president for North America and the 

Caribbean 
vpamericacarrabean@worldomep.org 

 
 

The Québec City Medal 
awarded to Rolande Filion 
  
Congratulations to our member Rolande 
Filion, formerly OMEP-Canada member of the 
Board and Vice-president! Rolande was 
recently awarded the Médaille de la Ville de 
Québec for her contribution to toy libraries, 
especially to the Sainte-Foy toy library. 
 
The press release from the city gives the 
following overview of the quality of her 
involvement in learning through play: 
“Ms Rolande Filion founded the Sainte-Foy toy 
library, first non-profit organisation of this kind 
in Québec. Since then she contributes to the 
dissemination of toy libraries as coauthor of 
four publications on play and the ESAR 
classification system of play materials used in 
31 countries up to date. Honorary member of 
the World Organisation for Early Childhood 
Education (OMEP), for her participation in that 
organisation including to the implementation 
of a toy library in Kinshasa, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, and another one in the 
Atikamekw community of Opitciwan, in 
Northern Québec. 
 
Today, the Sainte-Foy toy library is fully part of 
the Monique-Corriveau library, thanks to 
Rolande Filion’s collaboration. Since 2013, Ms 
Filion is a pillar of this organization where she 
now acts as President. Her many initiatives 
have allowed thousands of families, in 
Quebec City as elsewhere, to access play as 
an educational tool. Today she still keeps 
being involved as professor and speaker in 
Québec, Europe and Africa.” 
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Lest we forget that Rolande was the 
mastermind of the A Toy Library for the 
Children of Africa project. A report under the 
same title is available on our website. 
 
 

 
Rolande Filion and Mayor Régis Labaume 

 
 

Bravo Rolande! 
Madeleine Baillargeon, 

Vice-president 
(personal unrevised English translation) 

 
 
Information about COVID-19 
  
 
Infolettre août 2020 ATD Quart 
Monde/Canada 
Agir tous pour la dignité et pour un monde 
sans pauvreté 
Renaissance de la Bibliothèque de rue 
atdquartmonde.ca/blog/2020/07/29/renaiss
ance/ 
 
OMEP WEBINAR: HOW TO DEAL WITH COVID-
19 IN ECEC? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cffuas5
bVSE&t=487s 
 

OMEP has uploaded on the new YouTube 
channel,  the participation of the World 
President, Mercedes Mayol Lassalle, in the 
July 15 UNESCO Webinar.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOev7O
OT64s 
 
CCNGO-Ed2030 virtual meeting: Civil society 
actions to protect the right to education 
during & post-COVID-19 
It is important for the OMEP members to have 
the possibility to be informed in order to 
strengthen our advocacy work on the right to 
education and the achievement of the SDG 
4 -ED 2030 (Mercedes Mayol Lassalle) 
https://unesco.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/UNESCO
forExternal/ERVc9UciO0pIqNTbObfnLmQBIxsx
bdiL4C7ROtwMo-VS7Q?e=kdsEGs 
 
Childhood Education International 
Children’s Role in Collaborating to Defeat 
COVID-19: Global Citizenship Education 
during the Pandemic 
acei.org/article/childrens-roles/ 
 
CRRU e-news 
Childcare Resource and Research Unit 
05/27/2030 
UPDATED: Resources on COVID-19 and 
childcare in Canada 
childcarecanada.org 
 
Childcare Resource and Research Unit 
06/24/2020 
Martha Friendly, a national childcare strategy 
will be a lynchcare of economic recover 
CBC News, 19 June 2020 
UPDATED: Resources on COVID-19 and 
childcare in Canada 
and other news… 
childcarecanada.org 
 
Dalli, C. (2020). “Reflecting on ECE 
professionalism post Covid-19 and Budget 
2020”.  
Dr Carmen Dalli reflects on the positives for the 
early childhood sector as we head toward the 
end of Level 2 
AKO-NZ Journal for Education Professionals 
2020 
COVID 19 2020 - Special online edition: staying 
connected through the lockdown and 
beyond 
https://akojournal.org.nz/tag/issue-5/ 
 
 
Gouin, Lisbeth, OMEP Representative to 
UNESCO, presents her ideas about the new 
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world that will have to come after Covid-19. 
SHARE!! LIKE!! 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/3004
36806775379/posts/1659779490841097/ 
 
Education International (2020). EI Guidance 
on Reopening Schools and Education 
Institutions. 
2020_Covid-19_EISchoolReopening_EN_.pdf 
 
OMEP WEBINAR: HOW TO DEAL WITH COVID-
19 IN ECEC? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cffuas5
bVSE&t=487s 
 
OMEP World Executive Committee (2020). 
Early Childhood Education and Care in the 
Time of COVID-19. 
www.worldomep.org under News, go to 
“World Presidency” 
 
As everyone knows, OMEP is one of the 
member organizations of ECPC (Early 
Childhood Peace Consortium), where our 
dear colleague María Pia Belloni is a 
representative. 
We share with you the Global Call to Action in 
Response to COVID-19 for Children in Fragile 
Environments. 
Document: https://www.facebook.com/3853
44045181266/posts/1095687804146883/ 
Presentation: https://www.facebook.com/38
5344045181266/posts/1095712370811093/ 
 
UNESCO provides a new webpage with data 
and resources in:  
Education: From disruption to 
recovery  https://en.unesco.org/covid19/edu
cationresponse 
 
UNESCO and partners launch an early 
childhood education (ECE) personnel survey 
related to COVID-19 In Sub-Saharian Africa 
https://en.unesco.org/news/unesco-and-
partners-launch-early-childhood-education-
ece-personnel-survey-related-covid-19-sub   
 
UNESCO COVID-19  
EDUCATION THIS WEEK (14-30 April 2020): 
surveys, issue notes, SDG4 indicators 
fr.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/iss
uenotes 
 
UNESCO COVID-19 
EDUCATION THIS WEEK (11-15 May 2020): 
#Learning Never Stops Campaign 
en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/l
earningneverstops 

A children’s book to cope with COVID-19 
https://en.unesco.org/news/my-hero-you-
childrens-book-cope-covid-19 
 
“My Hero is You”: Children’s book to cope with 
COVID-19 
A new story book that aims to help children 
understand and come to terms with COVID-
19 has been produced by a collaboration of 
more than 50 organizations working in the 
humanitarian sector, including the World 
Health Organization, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, the International 
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies and Save the Children. 
en.unesco.org  
 
 
 
Events 

September 21, 2020, Around the World 
U. N. International Day of Peace 
internationaldayofpeace.org 
un.org/peaceday 
 
October 5, 2020, Around the World 
World Teacher’s Day 
en.unesco.org/commemorations/worldteac
hersday 
 
October 15, 2020, Around the World 
Global Hand Washing Day 
globalhandwashingday.org 
 
November 4 – 7, 2020, Anaheim, California, 
USA 
NAEYC annual conference 
naeyc.org/events/annual/topics 
On their website we may read: 
At this time, NAEYC plans to move forward 
with an in-person meeting in November.  
 
November 16 – 20, 2020, Online Conference 
The Early Childhood Voices Conference 2020 
Abstract submission closes: Monday 
14th September 2020 
Abstract submission outcome: Wednesday 
30th September 2020 
Pre-recorded presentations due: Friday 
30th October 2020 
https://earlychildhoodresearch.csu.domains/
early-childhood-voices-conference-2020/ 
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November 20, 2020 
Universal Children’s Day 
un.org 
 
July 12 – 16, 2021, Athens, Greece 
72nd World OMEP Assembly and Conference 
Early Childhood Education in the 21st century: 
new perspectives and dilemmas 
https://www.omep2020.org 
https://wwwworldomep.org 
Conference e-mail: info@omep2020.org 
 

 
 
 
March 22-25, 2022, Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Canada 
World Forum on Early Care and Education 
Growing a Global Movement for Children: 
Innovations, Connections, Inspirations 
worldforumfoundation.org/2021-event/ 
 
 

 

From our bookshelf 
 
Association canadienne de santé publique 
(ACSP) (Canadian Public Health Association) 
(2019).  Pratiques prometteuses pour le jeu 
libre des enfants. Programmes, initiatives et 
politiques en émergence au Canada. 
https://www.cpha.ca/sites/default/files/uplo
ads/resources/play/play-promising-practives-
f.pdf 
More information on the CTREQ’s website : 
http://rire.ctreq.qc.ca/2020/03/pratiques-
prometteuses-jeu-
libre/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=I
nfolettre%20du%2018%20mars%202020&utm_
content=Infolettre%20du%2018%20mars%202
020+CID_501adfd48bf68396db9ef8e2b46dac
5d&utm_source=InfoCTREQ&utm_term=Prati
ques%20prometteuses%20pour%20le%20jeu%
20libre%20au%20Canada 
 

Boily, M. et Bissonnette, M. (2019). « Le 
développement d’une compétence 
interculturelle chez des éducatrices en milieu 
de garde éducatif pluriethnique ». McGill 
Journal of Education, Vol 54, № 3 (2009). 
https://mje.mcgill.ca 
 
Chen, H. et Bradury, A. (2020). « Parental 
choice of childcare in England: Choosing in 
phases and the Split market”. British 
Educational Research Journal 46 (2). 
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/toc/14693518/
2020/46/2 
 
Conseil supérieur de l’éducation (2020). Le 
bien-être de l’enfant à l’école : faisons nos 
devoirs. 
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/trousse-bien-
etre-enfant/?utm_source=ListeDiffusion50-
0524&utm_media=email&utm_campaign=La
ncement50-0524 
 
Conseil supérieur de l’éducation (2020). Les 
compétences sociales et émotionnelles des 
enfants dans les programmes éducatifs et 
d’enseignement de la petite enfance à la fin 
du primaire. Études et recherches, Québec. 
https://www.cse.gouv.qc.ca/type_de_public
ation/competences-sociales-emotionnelles-
enfant-50-2106/?utm_source=ListeDiffusion50-
2106&utm_media=email&utm_campaign=co
mpetencessocialesemotionnelles 
 
Galardini, A. L., Giovannini, D., Iozelli, S., 
Mastio, A., Contini, M. L. et Rayna, S. (2020). 
Pistoia, une culture de la petite enfance. 
Toulouse (France) : éditions érès. 
editions-eres.com 
https://www.unitheque.com/pistoia-une-
culture-petite-enfance/enfance-
parentalite/eres/Livre/171040 
 
Grauer, Stuart R. (2020). “Climate change: 
The thief of childhood”. Phi Delta Kappan, 
March. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/0031721720917541 
 
Jacob, E., Lehrer, J. et Lajoie-Jempson (2020). 
« La transmission culturelle des savoirs 
autochtones en contexte de jeu: Des 
réflexions sur la décolonisation de la 
recherche » dans G. Maheux (Dir.), La 
décolonisation de la scolarisation des jeunes 
Inuit et des Premières Nations : Sens et défis 
(p. 169-194). Québec : Presses de l’Université 
du Québec. 
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Leroy, G. (2020). “Grandeur et décadence de 
l’appréhension psycho-artistique du dessin à 
l’école maternelle (1945-2013)” (Rise and fall 
of the psycho-artistic apprehension of 
drawing in French school). Cahiers de la 
recherche sur l’éducation et les savoirs. Hors-
série nº 7/2020 : Scolarisation de l’art, 
artistisation de l’école, pp. 111-132. 
 
National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC) (2020). Unifying Framework for 
the Early Childhood Education Profession. 
Washington, D.C., Washington, D.C., USA: 
National Association for the Education of Young 
Children. 
http://powertotheprofession.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/Power-to-
Profession-Framework-03062020-web.pdf 
 
Preston, T (2020). “Kappan authors on play 
and learning”. 
Phi Delta Kappan, April 27, 2020; pp. 5-7 
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/pdka/curr
ent 
 
Richard-Bossez, A. (2020). « Les interactions 
langagières en maternelle : moment clé pour 
la révision des savoirs relatifs à l’écrit » dans 
Vinel, É. et Pagnier, T. (coordonnateurs). Rôle 
des interactions langagières dans 
l’élaboration du travail individuel et collectif : 
le cas de l’enseignement-apprentissage du 
système linguistique français. Recherche en 
éducation Nº 40 – Mars. 
 
Sahlberg, P. et Doyle, W. (2020). “The Long 
Island Play Revolution”. Phi Delta Kappan, 101 
(8) May, The Joy of School, pp. 16-18. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/toc/pdka/curr
ent 
 
Strawhacker, A., Verish, C., Shaer, O. & Bers, 
M. (2020). “Young Children’s Learning of 
Bioengineering with CRISPEE: a 
Developmentally Appropriate Tangible User 
Interface », Journal of Science Education and 
Technology 29, 319-339. 
https://link.springer.com/journal/10956/29/3 
 
Tepping, K. J., Trickey, S., Cleghorn, P. (2020). 
Educational Practices, Series 32, Philosophy 
for Children. UNESCO International Bureau of 
Education. Document code: IBE/2020/ST/EP32 
www.unesco.org 

Cahiers pédagogiques no 560, mars-avril 
2020 
Urgence écologique : un défi pour l’école 
https://librairie.cahiers-
pedagogiques.com/fr/revue/792-urgence-
ecologique-un-defi-pour-l-ecole.html 
 
Éducation Canada, 60 (1) 2020 
L’écologisation des écoles 
https://www.edcan.ca/magazine/spring-
2020/?lang=fr 
 
Childhood Education International 
Week 8 of CEI’s Community of Practice: Staff 
Support and Team building 
Child Helpline Mauritius 
 
Creative Care Package 6 for Families & 
Teachers 
Earlyarts E-Bulletin No. 80 
mailchi.mp/earlyarts/covid-19-creative-care-
package-6?e=ccef66aaff 

Creative Care Package 7 for Families & 
Teachers 
Earlyarts E-Bulletin No. 81 
mailchi.mp/earlyarts/covid-19-creative-care-
package-7?e=ccef66aaff 
 
CRRU e-news 
Childcare Resource and Research Unit 
08/26/2020 
To follow in Freeland’s footsteps child care 
must be a national priority 
The Star, 23 August 2020 
 
International Journal of Early Childhood, 
Volume 52, Number 1, April 2020 
http://www.worldomep.org/ 
 
Journal of Childhood, Education & Society, 
Vol 1 No. 2 (2020) 
The Editor in Chief is our omepian colleague 
Mehmet Toran, from Istanbul Kultur University, 
Turkey 
https://doi.org/10.37291/2717638X.202012 

Journal of Early Childhood Studies , AN 
LEANBH OG (The Young Child), OMEP Ireland:  
Vol. 13, (Issue 1) 2020 
https://omepireland.ie/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/AN-LEANBH-OG-
VOL13.pdf 
Judith Butler, the OMEP Ireland president, 
invites the OMEP’s members to submit an 
article for peer review for vol. 14. 
development and flourishing of the child, with 
a long term vision.   
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Le Furet № 97 – Juin 2020 
La Bienveillance: un art difficile qui 
s’apprend ! 
www.lefuret.org 
 
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 58 №1, Hiver 2020 
Dossier : 38e Congrès : Osez…Explorez ! 
https://www.aepq.ca 
 
Revue préscolaire, Vol. 58 №2, Printemps 
2020 
Dossier : Les TIC 
https://www.aepq.ca 

Revue préscolaire, Vol. 58, №3, Été 2020 
Dossier : Le jeu symbolique à la maternelle 
https://www.aepq.ca 
 
 

OMEP-Canada’s Newsletter is published in March, June and November. 
We expect your news by mid-september for the next issue. Please send 
them preferably by e-mail to Denise Doyon: denise_doyon@uqac.ca and 
in c.c. to omep-canada@videotron.ca 

Thank you to Gabriella Vitos for English translation, and to Madeleine 
Baillargeon for her important collaboration in preparing this Newsletter, 
including for the page-setting.  

Denise Doyon 
Chair of the Newsletter Committee 

 
OMEP-Canada ‘s mailing address:  
390, Grande Allée ouest, app. 33 
Québec, QC, G1S 1B6 
E-mail :l omep-canada@videotron.ca   

Websites:  
World OMEP: www.worldomep.org/ (English, French, Spanish) 
OMEP-Canada: www.omep-canada.org 

Facebook (English & French):  
https://www.facebook.com/OMEP-CANADA-Organisation-Mondiale-
pour-lÉducation-Préscolaire-163119042306/ 


